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OUR VISION
To Inspire and Unite Papua New    
Guineans through Sporting Excellence 
and Success.
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OUR MISSION
To be the Best Performing Pacific National 
Olympic Committee and achieve Team PNG 
Games Success by Partnering with Government, 
our Sponsors and the Olympic Movement and 
Enhancing the Capacity and Capability of our 
member National Federations. 
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OUR VALUES
We are a values-based organisa-
tion that maintains its integrity
by showing our commitment to 
our values.

HONESTY

EXCELLENCE

RESPECT

OPENNESS



2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 9Page 9

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE2017 ANNUAL REPORT



2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 10Page 10

Sir John N. Dawanincura, Kt OBE
PRESIDENT

2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Mel Donald, OBE
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Michael Henao
MALE VICE PRESIDENT

Emma Waiwai, OL
FEMALE VICE PRESIDENT

Tamzin Wardley, LM
TREASURER

Syd Yates, OBE 
CHAIRMAN FUNDRAISING 
COMMITTEE

Vincent Bull
LEGAL ADVISOR

Auvita Rapilla, ML
Secretary General

Karo Lelai
CHAIR OF ATHLETES
COMMISSION

Ryan Pini, MBE, OL
DEPUTY CHAIR OF
ATHLETES COMMISSION

Page 10

THE execUtIve board



2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 11

Sir Henry ToRobert, KBE
LIFE MEMBER

Randhir Varma, MBE
LIFE MEMBER

Veitu Diro, MBE
LIFE MEMBER

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE2017 ANNUAL REPORT

PNGOC LIFE MEMBERS

Page 11



2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 12Page 12

“We do our best 
to provide
effective
leadership with 
the support of
respective
Committees to 
promote the
success of PNGOC 
for benefit of our 
members and 
Team PNG.”

Page 12

- Sir John Dawanincura
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President’s Message
Good Morning Member National Federations and in-
vited Stakeholders and Partners.

Thank you for your attendance today at the Papua 
New Guinea Olympic Committee’s 2018 Annual Gen-
eral Assembly.

As our members, PNGOC recognizes the importance 
of ensuring you are kept informed and involved in 
the governance of our organisation.

I want to assure you that the PNGOC Board does its 
utmost best to ensure that decisions made will pos-
itively impact you our members, sport in PNG and 
Team PNG.

The board remained active and engaged throughout 
2017, conducting 6 Executive meetings as required 
under our constitution. I am pleased to say that we 
have an extremely robust board with a commitment 
to ensuring strategic and key decisions are made for 
the smooth implementation of strategic directives by 
Management.

The board continues to work with management in 
our shared aim to excel in corporate governance with 
oversight and guidance in the continued delivery of 
our strategy.

The following is an extract from Australian Sports 
Commission Sports Governance Principles: 

“Governance is the system by which organisations 
are directed and managed.  It influences how the 
objectives of the organisations are set and achieved, 
spells out the rules and procedures for making orga-
nizational decisions and determines the means of op-
timizing and monitoring performance including how 
risk is monitored and assessed.

Effective sports governance requires leadership, in-
tegrity and good judgment.  Additionally, effective 
governance will ensure more effective decision-mak-
ing, with the organization demonstrating transpar-
ency, accountability and responsibility in the activi-
ties undertaken and resources expended”.

We do our best to provide effective leadership with 
the support of respective Committees to promote 
the success of PNGOC for benefit of our members 
and Team PNG.

PNGOC in the last two years has focused on improv-
ing its governance standards with adoption of the 
new constitution and policies to strengthen the or-
ganization. 

With the increased numbers of participation in sport, 
more elite athletes and more funding invested in 
sports, there has seen more interest in sports and 
how they are governed.

There is also greater interest by stakeholders of 
sports including athletes who want to have their 
views heard and reflected appropriately in decisions 
of sporting bodies.  Our two Athletes Commission 
members on the Executive ensure that we are kept 
up to date with relevant issues which are covered in 
their reports at all board meetings.

The autonomy of sports organisations is a basic prin-
ciple of the Olympic Movement and is something the 
PNGOC will strongly advocate for. But in order to jus-
tify our continued autonomy, there is an even greater 
responsibility for sport to operate with integrity. 

The integrity of sport has been subject to significant 
challenge over recent years globally and nationally 
and therefore it is increasingly more important for us 
as administrators and leaders of our sports to work 
on improving and strengthening our governance and 
administration.

We are all challenged to adhere to our constitution 
as best practice. 

We have an excellent program in the region, the Oce-
ania Sports Education Program with different levels 
of courses of sports administration and management 
offered every year. Lets be a little proactive and bring 
these courses to our membership for clubs, provin-
cial and executive members that require up-skilling.
This is one program that PNGOC is offering to en-
hance capacity of National Federations. 
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“Governance is the system by which
organisations are directed and managed.
 It influences how the objectives of the
organisations are set and achieved, spells
out the rules and procedures for making
organizational decisions and determines
the means of optimizing and monitoring
performance including how risk is monitored 
and assessed.

Effective sports governance requires leadership, 
integrity and good judgment.  Additionally,
effective governance will ensure more effective 
decision-making, with the organization
demonstrating transparency, accountability
and responsibility in the activities undertaken 
and resources expended.”

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE2017 ANNUAL REPORT
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Extract from Australian Sports Commission Sports Governance 
Principles.
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PNGOC is working to meet the minimum require-
ments of the Basic Principle of Good Governance in 
all aspects of organizational governance and man-
agement.

We pride ourselves in transparency and accountabil-
ity to protect our organizational reputation and cred-
ibility. This is a key priority to maintain stakeholder 
confidence including our corporate partners. In line 
with our push for greater transparency, PNGOC has 
begun to upload key documents on our website. 
These include our Team PNG selection policies, our 
policies and our constitution. 

We have also uploaded the NF constitutional tem-
plate developed by fellow Board Member Karo Lelai 
as part of her MEMOS project.

I encourage you all to visit the downloads section of 
our website to access those documents.

Oversight of the organisation and monitoring our 
progress and performance against our Strategic ob-
jectives is also a priority where we require manage-
ment to report on and provide quarterly progress 
reports to the Board. 

We have a sound strategy in place and committed 
leadership to ensure we deliver on our priorities.

Our ability to deliver has seen PNGOC held in high es-
teem by the Pacific Games Council, Commonwealth 
Games Federation and the International Olympic 
Committee.

We value this recognition and want to also ensure we 
are held in the same regard domestically. 

A positive reputation comes from PNGOC, through 
our volunteers, our Secretariat, our Executive Board 
and our members all working together to further our 
cause.

By doing this we will see continued benefits afforded 
to PNGOC and flow on to you and your sports.

It is important for sport to be seen as a positive ex-
emplar in PNG and together we must be a key to this 
pursuit. 

Let us take this challenge on collectively and do our 
best in the spirit of excellence. 

Thank you.

Sir John N. Dawanincura, Kt, OBE
PRESIDENT
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“We are driven 
by our vision to 
‘Inspire and Unite 
Papua New
Guineans through 
Sporting
Excellence and 
Success’.
Our athletes and 
Team PNG are the 
epitome of
excellence and
success. Their
success is PNG’s 

success.”

It is with a sense of satisfaction that we can look back on a 
year that has in many respects been challenging, but pos-

itive. 2017 was indeed an eventful year with Team PNG’s 
participation in three games.

Preparing and ensuring the participation of Team PNG in the 
Commonwealth Youth Games; the Asian Indoor and Martial 
Arts Games; and the Pacific Mini Games all in the same year 
was a task in itself. This included meeting critical deadlines of 
GOLDOC for the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games in 
the last quarter of 2017.

Apart from the Games, we successfully delivered our key pro-
grammes: Team PNG Performance Program (Previously Go For 
Gold program) Olympic Values and Team PNG Hero Programs; 
Athlete Excellence Program; Olympic Day; Olympic Solidarity 
Program; Oceania Sports Education Program; and the role of 
focal point for the Pacific in Sports Partnership program.

Amongst the delivery of our programmes and preparation 
for respective Games, the Secretariat managed to stage: the 
Trukai Fun Run; SP Sports Awards; Prime Minister’s Corporate 
Golf Challenge; Sports Hall of Fame; and the Queen’s Baton 
Relay.

All of these were made possible through strong collaboration 
with National Federations and our Partners including our 
Corporate Sponsors, PNG Sports Foundation, International 
Olympic Committee, Oceania National Olympic Committees, 
Commonwealth Games Federation, Pacific Games Council and 
other key stakeholders

We are extremely grateful for the support of all our partners, 

Page 16

- Auvita Rapilla
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Secretary General’s

OVERVIEW
it is these partnerships, which is vital to our success 
to achieve mutual objectives.

We are driven by our vision to ‘Inspire and Unite 
Papuan New Guineans through Sporting Excellence 
and Success’. Our athletes and Team PNG are the 
epitome of excellence and success. Their success is 
PNG’s success. 

That is why we are anchored to and guided by, the 
vision, mission, values, and strategies of the PNG 
Olympic Committee. We strive to be the best per-
forming National Olympic Committee in the Pacific 
with effective partnerships and enhancing National 
Federation capacity in order to deliver Team PNG 
Games success and provide opportunities for Ath-
letes to Inspire.

Delivering on our goals requires relationships built 
upon trust and integrity guided by our values of 
Honesty, Excellence, Respect, and Openness.

We continued to monitor our progress against our 
strategic objectives and despite falling short of 
meeting Team PNG Games targets for the year, we 
managed to achieve 59% of our strategic targets by 
the close of 2017. 

A lot of work remains in enhancing the capacity 
of National Federations and achieving Team PNG 
success. We recognize that National Federations are 
the conduit for sports development and discussions 
are underway to see a collaborative effort with the 

PNG Sports Foundation to support National Federa-
tions through a Memorandum of Understanding and 
contribution to the development of a new National 
Sports Policy framework.

To inspire and unite our country, media plays an in-
tegral part in covering and promoting PNGOC work 
and Team PNG success. Through the establishment 
of the PNG Sports Journalist Association, we hope 
to see support provided to up skill and equip Sports 
Journalist for improved and quality reporting on 
sports. An effective Communications strategy and 
strong media relations is essential to the work of 
PNGOC and promoting Team PNG and our athletes. 
 
At the heart of PNGOC are our dedicated and hard-
working staff and an Executive Board that is en-
gaged with leadership to oversee strategic decisions 
inherent to our business. I want to thank each and 
every one of you for your support and contribution, 
which have been integral to PNGOC’s progress and 
success. 

Thank you again one and all for delivering a fantas-
tic year and setting us up for an even more exciting 
2018.

Auvita Rapilla, ML
Secretary General
IOC Member



2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 18Page 18

SECRETARIAT 
REPORT
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Reaching new heights
2017 has seen the Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee (PNGOC) reach new heights as we 
ventured into new beginnings and partnerships in the first year of the new Olympic Cycle.

Amongst the new beginnings included Team PNG’s participation at the 5th version of the Asian 
Indoor & Martial Arts Games (AIMAG) as well as the addition of several new corporate part-
ners.

The annual events reached new heights as the organization looked to build on the foundation 
that was set in 2016 with its new strategy and direction.

Celebrating 25 years of the SP Sports Awards reflecting the partnership between SP Brewery, 
PNGOC and PNG Sports Foundation, the 2017 SP Sports Awards saw more than 60 nominations 
received from around the country to recognize the efforts and achievements of athletes, offi-
cials, administrators, volunteers, journalists and programs from the 2016 calendar year. Nomi-
nations for this year’s awards covered a wide range of sporting codes including, Rugby League, 
Weightlifting, Cricket, Tennis, Basketball, Swimming, Athletics, Football, Karate and Para-Sport.

Guest speaker at the presentation was Australian Rugby League legend, Wally Lewis. The Rug-
by League immortal shared some insight into his illustrious career with the Brisbane Broncos, 
Queensland Maroons and the Australian Kangaroos and presented the major awards to the 
winners. 

The awards winners were:
•	 Male Athlete of the Year – Morea Baru
•	 Female Athlete of the Year – Thelma Toua
•	 Team of the Year – The Kapuls (Men’s National Football Team)
•	 National Performance of the Year – Lae Snax Tigers
•	 Community Sports Initiative Award – Girls Empowerment Through Cricket Program.
•	 Junior Male Athlete of the Year – Ryan Maskelyne.
•	 Junior Female Athlete of the Year - Violet Apisah.
•	 Best Sports Person with a Disability – Joylene Jeffrey.

TEAM PNGOC: Secretary General, Auvita Rapilla (centre) with the staff of the PNG Olympic Committee in 2017.
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•	 Sports Official of the Year – Frank Robby.
•	 Sports Media of the Year – EMTV-FIFA under 20 

World Cup Coverage.
•	 Sports Photo of the Year – Golden Girl (Nicolette 

Ageva) by Mark Talia.

TRUKAI FUN RUN DRAWS MANY
The 2017 Trukai Fun Run witnessed over 50,000 enthusi-
astic participants took to the streets around the country, 
which included over 30,000 participants alone attend-
ing the event in Port Moresby. A sea of yellow flowed 
through the 5km route in Port Moresby as people took 
to the roads in the early hours of the morning.

Trukai industries sponsored PNGOC with 100,000 shirts 
again for the 2017 event, which saw ten other centers 
around PNG joining in and staging their own fun runs.

The shirts were sold during auctions in Lae and Port Mo-
resby and in retail outlets. Funds raised went towards 
Team PNG’s preparations and participation at the Pacific 
Mini Games in Vanuatu.

Thirty teams representing various organizations came 
together to battle it out on the greens for the 2017 Team 
PNG Prime Minister’s Corporate Golf Challenge held in 
Port Moresby.

With support from The National the event was a suc-
cess, with funds raised going towards helping to send 
Team PNG to the Pacific Mini Games in Vanuatu, Com-
monwealth Games in Gold Coast and Youth Olympic 
Games in Buenos Aires.

OLYMPIC DAY IN A WEEK
The Olympic Day celebrated on the 23rd of June world-
wide was another fantastic opportunity for Team PNG 
athletes to not only promote the Olympic Movement 
and the Olympic Day Pillars of Move, Learn & Discover, 
but to also inspire and educate students from various 
schools with a week of activities.

RECOGNITION: Sir John Dawanincura received his ANOC Merit Award from IOC President, Thomas Bach (left) and 
ANOC President, Sheikh Amhad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah. 

EN GARDE: Students trying out the sport of fencing 
during the Olympic Day activities. Many sports were on 
show.
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WORKING WITH SCHOOLS: Students at Malaguna Technical School in Rabaul participate in a 
group activity during an OVEP session held in their school hall. 

These pillars were promoted though the PNGOC sport demonstration event held 
on Olympic Day. A number of sports had the opportunity to showcase their game, 
skills and talent as well as educate and inform students from various schools. Two 
new sports of Fencing and Gymnastics were part of the sport demonstrations as 
well as Archery, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Karate, Taekwondo, Netball, Vol-
leyball, Soccer, AFL & Rugby League (PNG NRL).

A Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Olympic Values Education Program 
booths were also setup to provide information on the SDGs as well as to promote 
the Olympic Values. The day also saw the joint announcement between the Unit-
ed Nations in PNG and PNGOC of five athlete SDG Champions.
•	 Ryan Pini (SDG 3 – Good Health and Well-Being),
•	 Chris Amini (SDG 4 – Quality Education),
•	 Tania Mairi-Mahuru (SDG 5 – Gender Equality),
•	 Lua Rikis (SDG 6 – Clean Water and Sanitation) and,
•	 Milton Kisapai (SDG 14 – Life Below Water), will raise awareness on the need 

for the global goals to be achieved and promote their particular chosen SDGs.

FOUR INDUCTED INTO SPORTS HALL OF FAME
Four PNG sporting Legends were inducted to the PNG Sports Hall of Fame held 
at the Paradise Cinema’s Premium Lounge, joining the seven PNG Sports Hall of 
Famers inducted previously. Being immortalized in the country’s sporting histo-
ry were sporting icons included Raki Leka (Athletics-Decathlon), Naomi Polum 
(Athletics-Sprinter), John Kokinai (Athletics-Long Distance runner) and Oe Ivaharia 
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(Athletics-Javelin). Sadly Kokinai and Ivaharia had passed 
on but were represented by family members to receive 
the prestigious honour along with Leka and Polum.

The Queen’s Baton Relay visited PNG from December 1-5 
as part of the journey around the Commonwealth on its 
way to the Opening Ceremony of the 2018 Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games.

Fittingly the Queen’s Baton was taken to the Kimbe 
where it was greeted by the people of West New Britain 
Province as well as athletes from all over the country 
as it featured in the closing ceremony of the 6th PNG 
Games.

There were some notable achievements and appoint-
ments with PNGOC President, Sir John Dawanincura the 
most notable of them all when he was honored by the 
Association of National Olympic Committees (ANOC) 
with the Merit Award, during ANOC’s XXII Annual Gen-
eral Assembly in Prague, Czech Republic in November 
2017.

Sir John was recognized for his outstanding service to 
sport and the Olympic Movement spanning over 45 
years of which 30 of those being with the PNG Olympic 
Committee.

Senior Vice President, Mel Donald was appointed to the 
Executive Board of the Oceania National Olympic Com-
mittees and Secretary General, Auvita Rapilla was ap-

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: HERO Athletes participated 
at the World Environment Day activitie in 2017.

HERO TRAINING: The second batch of athletes went through their training under the Team PNG HERO programme this year.
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AIRBORNE: Team PNG jumper, Roland Hure contesting the Long Jump at the Pacific Mini Games 
in Port Vila, Vanuatu.

2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

pointed to the IOC’s Coordination Commission for the Paris 2024 Olympic Games.

PNG Athlete’s Commission Chairperson, Karo Lelai was elected as ONOC Athlete 
Commission Chair. Karo’s appointment as the ONOC AC Chairperson saw all the 
PNGOC Female Board members hold positions on international bodies.

OLYMPIC VALUES PROGRAMME REACHES MORE
The Olympic Values Education Program was as dynamic as ever as it reached 
remote parts of the country to continue to use the Team PNG HERO athletes to 
inspire the nation with the Olympic Movement values. Highlights saw the team 
visiting Western Province, Mt. Hagen, Kimbe for the PNG Games and remote Men-
yama of Morobe Province. The PNG LNG ExxonMobil supported program contin-
ues to integrate sporting values and physical activity into a cultural and educa-
tional framework promoting the three Olympic values of Respect, Friendship and 
Excellence.

A unique aspect of this education program is the facilitation of the sessions by 
Team PNG athletes, who have been trained in PNGOC’s flagship program, Team 
PNG HERO. The training sessions incorporate the IOC’s Athlete Career Program 
modules as well Oceania Sports Education Program content. 

SECOND BATCH OF ATHLETES GET HERO TRAINING
The Team PNG HERO program has equipped Team PNG HERO athletes with knowl-
edge and facilitation skills to go out to schools and communities to share their 
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sporting experiences and values to help children and 
youth perceive the world positively.

This year 15 more athletes underwent the HERO training 
to become Team PNG HERO athletes and took part in 
various events and program activities throughout the 
year including the NCD School’s Cervical Cancer Vacci-
nation program and Young Port Moresby Chamber of 
Commerce gatherings.

The IBS University backed athlete scholarship Athlete 
Excellence Program saw eight athletes receive 

free education from the tertiary institution. It was fantas-
tic to hear during the graduation at the end of the year 
that three athletes were recognized as the top three IT 
students, with Charles Amini Jr. receiving the top student 
award.

EMPOWERING SPORTS OFFICIALS
The Oceania Sports Education Program continued to 
provide an avenue for sports administrators, coaches, 
officials and athletes to further their skills and develop-
ment in sports administration, coaching and officiating.

The participants included PNGOC and PNG Sports 
Foundation staff, representatives from 

National Federations, the National Sports 
Institute, NGOs and schoolteachers. These 

programs facilitated by the Oceania 
Sports Education Programme 

(OSEP) saw participants 
complete various courses.

The courses done 
this year were;
•	MiSO Marketing
•	Presenter & 
Assessor
•	Sports In Com-
munity Adminis-

tration.
PAPER WORK: OSEP course facilitators, Helen Havora (left), Lua Rikis and 
Moses Tolingling preparing learning items for the workshop that was held in Wewak.

Page 24

SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION: Graduates of the MOSO programme presented their case study to member federations. 
Liz Wells from swimming was awarded as the best student of the programme.
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IN THE SUN: Team PNG gets some Turkmenistan sun while in the country for the AIMAG.

2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

LIFT: Thelma Toua competing in the women’s weightlift-
ing competition at AIMAG.

•	 Certificate in Coaching & Officiating

FIVE MOSO PARTICIPANTS GRADUATE
The highlight of the year saw five participants graduate 
in the first ever nationally run Advanced Sport Manage-
ment Course of the Managing Olympic Sports Organiza-
tions (MOSO) program in the Pacific. The MOSO program 
was held over six weekends with six modules covered.

All participants completed their course by delivering 
a presentation on one case study they had written on 
their individual national sports federation. Swimming’s 
President, Elizabeth Wells was awarded the MOSO Best 
Student Award.

The very first tracer study audit was also completed with 
OSEP administrators completing the tracer study to 

gain feedback on the courses run in the coun-
try so far. The feedback will be used to 

strengthen the delivery of the pro-
gram and improve on outcomes. 

At the end of the year PNGOC had signed a tripartite 
OSEP MoU for PNG with ONOC/OSEP Regional and the 
Government’s PNG Sports Foundation. The MoU will 
guide the work of the three organisations in delivering 
OSEP courses in PNG. 

It was a busy year for Team PNG with our athletes and 
officials travelled to three international Games over 
the course of 2017.
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GOLDEN BOYS: The Men’s Beach Volleyball team of Richard Kilarupa and Moha Mea also contributed a gold medal to 
the Team PNG tally at the acific Mini Games in Vanuatu. 

TEAM PNG IN THE BAHAMAS
Team PNG touched down in the Bahamas in July for the 
Commonwealth Youth Games with a team of 16 Athletes 
and Officials. Four sports were in action, which included 
Swimming, Tennis, Beach Volleyball and Athletics.

Michael Henao was the Chef de Mission with Tennis’ ris-
ing star, Mathew Stubbings given the honour of carrying 
the PNG flag at the opening ceremony. Several personal 
bests were broken with these young athletes gaining 
valuable competition and Games experience that will see 
them represent Team PNG and future games.

It was an historical moment as Team 
PNG joined other Oceania nations to 

compete at the Asian Indoor & 
Martial Arts Games (AIMAG) 

for the very first time at the 
invitation of the Olympic 

Council of Asia.

 Hosted in 
Ashgabat, 

Turkmenistan, the 
Games had 21 sports 
contested across fif-

teen competition 
venues from 
September 
17th to 27th.

A total of approximately six thousand athletes and offi-
cials were in attendance across 65 countries – 45 from 
OCA, 19 from Oceania and the African refugee team.

Team PNG was there with a contingent of 17 which in-
cluded 9 athletes, 4 sports officials and 4 General Man-
agement Team. PNGOC President Sir John Dawanincura 
had attended as an invited guest with Michael Henao 
leading the team once again as the Chef de Mission.

There were no medals won but a lot of experience was 
gained from competing at this level. Several personal 
bests were recorded throughout the 14 day campaign.

TEAM PNG AT THE PACIFIC MINI GAMES
To end the year, we sent Team PNG made up of 89 Ath-
letes and 46 Officials to the Vanuatu 2017 Pacific Mini-
Games.

Chef de Mission, Emma Waiwai led the 135 strong Team 
PNG contingent where they competed in 10 of the 14 
sports on the program including Athletics (including 
Para), Basketball (3x3), Beach Volleyball, Boxing, Golf, 
Karate, Netball, Table Tennis, Tennis & Weightlifting.

Team PNG finished with 33 Gold, 31 Silver and 24 Bronze 
to finish second behind New Caledonia but had won the 
most medals at the Pacific Mini-Games.

Weightlifting brought home 14 Gold Medals, Athletics 
brought in 17 Gold with Beach Volleyball Men and Net-
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EYE ON THE BALL: Geoffrey Loi competing for Team PNG in Table Tennis at the Pacific Mini 
Games in Port Vila, Vanuatu. Table Tennis also recieved support from the PNGOC.

2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

ball the other two sports contributing to the gold medal tally. 

The Mini-Games provided a sound platform for our athletes to focus towards their 
next Games targets whether that may be the 2018 Commonwealth Games in Gold 
Coast or the 2019 Pacific Games in Samoa. 

Support for Team PNG and PNGOC from our corporate partners played a big role 
in sending Team PNG away to these three Games and is always massively appreci-
ated. It was extremely pleasing to have our family of partners grow with first time 
sponsors, Kumul Petroleum Holdings Limited come on board as a Platinum spon-
sor with funding to support Team PNG to the Pacific Mini-Games and Gold Coast 
Commonwealth Games, and Capital Insurance sign an agreement to cover Team 
PNG until 2020.

The continued support from Trukai Industries, Air Niugini, PNG LNG ExxonMobil, 
SP Brewery, The National, Coral Seas Hotels, IBS University, Theodist, Nambawan 
Trophy, Blue7Team and Media Partners was immense. 

ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2017
The Annual General Assembly for 2017 saw the Board and the Secretariat present 
the audited financials to the members, the National Federations. The program 
also saw the graduates of the MOSO program present their case study to the 
member federations.
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FULL SPEED: Sprinter, Toea Wisil was among five athletes 
who recieved support from the Olympic Solidarity Tokyo 
2020 Scholarship.

Team PNG HERO athletes, Milton Kisapai and Jacklyn 
Lahari also took the opportunity to share their experienc-
es with PNGOC’s programs including the OVEP and Love 
Your Coast programs.

PNG Olympic Committee as part of its support for the 
National Federations provided financial support to the 
following sports:
•	 Athletics
•	 Beach Volleyball
•	 Basketball
•	 Boxing
•	 Bodybuilding
•	 Golf
•	 Hockey
•	 Judo
•	 Karate
•	 Lawn Bowls
•	 Netball
•	 Powerlifting
•	 Shooting
•	 Squash
•	 Swimming
•	 Tennis
•	 Triathlon
•	 Table Tennis
•	 Weightlifting

Funding support was provided to assist the sports and 
their athletes and coaches with activities in line with the 
preparation plans for upcoming Games. PNGOC also as-
sisted the PNG Powerlifting Federation with their Annual 
General Meeting and PNG Volleyball Federation with the 
finalization of their Strategic Plan.

Five athletes were confirmed as recipients of the Olympic 
Solidarity Tokyo 2020 Scholarships in 2017. This fund-
ing will assist Dika Toua and Morea Baru of Weightlift-
ing, Toea Wisil and Rellie Kaputin of Athletics and Sam 
Seghers of Swimming to pursue their Olympic dreams to 
qualify and compete in Tokyo 2020. 

2018 will be another big year for PNGOC with two 
international events in its sporting calendar. These are 
the Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast, Australia from 
April 4 to 15 and the Youth Olympic Games which will be 
held in Buenos Aires, Argentina from October 6– 18.

PNGOC welcomes the opportunity to collaborate with all 
of our members, partners and stakeholders in 2018.

We recognize the commitment of our member National 
Sporting Federations to developing sport in PNG and con-
tributing to the success of Team PNG through the work 
they do. 

Our sponsors and partners have supported us through-
out the year and we are indebted to their generosity.

We thank the Government for their support as our rela-
tionship with Government is a special partnership to see 
sport in PNG continue to progress.

PNGOC is grateful to the PGC, CGF, ONOC and the IOC for 
their continued support of our pursuits.
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The Papua New Guinea Athletes Commission is established as a committee by Papua New Guin-
ea Olympic Committee Inc (PNGOC) as required by the International Olympic Committee.

The primary role of the PNGAC is to represent and advocate for the welfare and best interests 
of all Team PNG elite athletes. Elite athletes are defined as those athletes that comprise the 
final training squad (and final team) of any sport that participates in the Mini-Pacific Games, 
Pacific Games, Commonwealth Youth Games, Commonwealth Games, Asian Indoor Martial 
Arts Games, World Beach Games, Youth Olympic Games and Olympic Games.

To this end, the chair and deputy chair of the PNGAC sit on the PNGOC Board as athlete rep-
resentatives. We also have a member of the PNGAC sit on each sub-committee of the PNGOC, 
including the Justification Committee but excluding the Administration Committee.

We are aware that many elite athletes and National Federations are still aware of the role of 
the PNGAC and how the PNGAC can assist to address elite athlete issues. We have therefore 
been on a conscious drive to lift and enhance the profile of the PNGAC by partnering with oth-
er stakeholders and extending our reach through organically building additional capacity.

Our primary role gets triggered mostly around Team PNG and we are usually busy with selec-
tion and appeal matters during respective multi-sport Games.

Primary role and functions 
of the Athletes Commission

Team PNG athletes and officials at the Team’s bonding event at the Sir John Guise indoor complex in 2017.

Karo Lelai
Chair
PNGAC
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MISSION: To be the best performing AC in Oceania

The original terms of reference for the AC was adopted in 2000 and a review was conducted and approved by the 
PNGOC Board in 2017.
Athletes Commission Members
Karo Lelai (Basketball) – Chair
Ryan Pini (Swimming) – Deputy Chair
Lua Rikis (Netball)
Chris Amini (Cricket)
Linda Pulsan (Powerlifting)
Nellie Tetaga (Va’a)
Milton Kisapai (Hockey)
Moha Mea (Beach Volleyball)*
Nelson Stone (Athletics)*
Kapu Kapi (Athletics)*

The year 2017 has seen some changes in the composition of the AC members. Three members of the AC vacated 
their positions for personal reasons – Alex Davani (Football), Francis Kompaon (Para Athletics) and Eli Webb (Squash). 
We thank them for their time on the AC.  The vacant positions were filled by Moha Mea, Kapu Kapi and Nelson Stone. 

Linda was also elected as Vice President of PNG Powerlifting Federation whilst Chris is a committee member of the 
POM Cricket Association.
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2017 Annual report
AC Meetings
The Athletes Commission met six times to ensure that its primary role is carried out and maintained through its regu-
lar meetings.

Athletes Welfare & Issues
In the effort to address welfare and interest of elite athletes, the AC has closely looked at these issues and provided 
assistance where possible. In 2017, the AC had to deal with issues from 5 sports. Issues ranging from administration, 
disciplinary, duty of care, well-being and medical.

•	 Governance – incorporation of PNG Medical Commission, PNG Volleyball & PNG Basketball; Drafting of Constitu-
tions – 5 SOs; recommended wording for athlete rep in NF structure

•	 Disciplinary matter – Cricket PNG Disciplinary Tribunal
•	 NF Administration – Cricket, Weightlifting, Para-sports
•	 Athlete welfare – employment advice; accommodation issue; 
•	 The Bridge i.e. being an intermediary – Athletics PNG

Oceania National Olympic Committee (ONOC) ATHLETES FORUM
Ryan Pini attended as the Pacific Games Council (PGC) Athlete’s Rep. Nellie Tetaga and I also attended the meeting 
from the 28th -30th April in Fiji.

It was through the ONOC Athletes Forum that Ryan has been appointed to Chair the ONOC Athletes Commission. 
Ryan also sits on the ONOC Athletes Commission as PGC rep.

Members of the Papua New Guinea Athletes Commission.
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Congratulations also to Ryan Pini on becoming a member of the FINA (Fédération Internationale de Natation) AC.
Ryan is grateful to be appointed chair of the ONOC Athletes Commission, to be an athlete rep on the ONOC Board 
and also be a member of the ANOC Athletes Commission.

TEAM PNG SDG Champions with UN PNG
The partnership between the United Nations and PNG Olympic Committee was launched on the 23rd of June coincid-
ing with the Olympic Day celebrations at the Rita Flynn courts which saw five (5) TEAM PNG athletes announced as 
SDG Champions.

Four members of the commission and one from the Gender Equity Commission (GEC) underwent a one-day training 
organized by UN to learn about the SDGs, advocacy of the SDGs and the implementation plans in alignment to the 
National priorities. In the end, each athlete chose a goal which he/she will be a champion be for.

The four members of the AC who are now SDG Champions are Ryan Pini, Lua Rikis, Chris Amini and Milton Kisapai.
Lua and Milton have also graduated with their degrees from the University of Papua New Guinea and are both fine 
examples of dual career athletes. 

AC Members and Athletes Education
Oceania Sports Education Programme (OSEP)
The Athletes Commission continue to encourage its members to be actively involve and participate in the Oceania 
Sports Education Programme. The OSEP courses are seen as a great opportunity for capacity building for in prepara-
tion for life after sport.
•	 Three AC members Chris Amini, Lua Rikis & Linda Pulsan under took Presenter & Assessor training.

TEAM PNG HERO Training
The Athletes Commission in its efforts and commitment to TEAM PNG athletes, continues to support the TEAM PNG 
HERO Programme by ensuring Team PNG athletes attend and gain all necessary training to help build their abilities to 
be better role models in the community.
•	 Chris Amini of AC was also part of this year’s program which ran from 15th -19th May at the IBS University, 6mile 

campus.

Oceania Regional Anti-Doping Organisation (ORADO) Educator Training
Anti-doping knowledge and awareness has always been a top of the table agenda and priority for the AC. 
The course ran from the 25th -26th May at the Sir John Guise Stadium. On the 27th the trained educators delivered 
the anti-doping session to athletes. Again an open invitation was sent to athletes to apply if interested to take up the 
course. Two (2) AC Members – Milton Kisapai and Chris Amini successfully completed the Educator Training.
Linda Pulsan and Francis Kompaon attended the anti-doping session as participants.

Ryan Pini Chris Amini Tania Mahuru Lua Rikis Milton Kisapai

AC members who are involved with the UN as SDG Champions.
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Executive Masters in Sports Organisation Management 
•	 AC Chair Karo Lelai successfully completed and graduated from her MEMOS program. She drafted a model consti-

tution for National Federations that complies with PNGOC, IOC and WADA requirements

Athlete Career Pathway
Ryan Pini was invited to represent Oceania at the Athlete Career Program forum where he was given an opportunity 
to speak on athlete transition and athlete engagement. He has asked for representation at the next forum to present 
our program – TEAM PNG HERO Program.

PNG Institute of Directors Training
Three AC members Chris Amini, Nellie Tetaga & Milton Kisapai attended a two days Director Program at the PNG 
Institute of Directors. These sort of training sessions are part of our Excellence 4 Life initiatives and also capacity 
building/succession planning vis-a-vis the next generation of leaders in sports. In the coming year, other AC members 
have opportunity to do the program.

Community Programs
Olympic Values Education Program
AC members Linda, Milton and Chris have continued with running OVEP sessions with other TEAM PNG HERO ath-
letes at schools and communities around PNG through funding from Exxon Mobil. OVEP has been to Daru, Kokopo, 
Hiri West, Lae, Mt. Hagen, Mendi and Kimbe in 2017.

LOVE YOUR COAST
Milton Kisapai, Linda Pulsan and Chris Amini with another TEAM PNG HERO athlete (Jacklyn Lahari) took part in the 
Youth Arts Program hosted at the Moresby Arts Theatre on the 13th & 14th and from the 17th – 19th July promoting 
the main stream messaging of the Sport and Environment Program.

Games
Chris Amini was privileged to be General Manager of TEAM PNG to Ashgabat, Turkmenistan from 13th -30th Septem-
ber for the Asian Indoor Martial arts Games (AIMAG).

Milton Kisapai was appointed as the Athletes Rep to the 2017 Pacific Mini Games in Vanuatu.

TEAM PNG HEROs: The second batch of Team PNG HEROs that Chris Amini was a part of.
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2017 Pacific Mini Games Athletes Report
For the first time in history, the PNGAC has a network that allows us to elevate athlete issues to the very top of the 
Olympic Movement. Involvement of our AC leaders in various levels of sporting administration is an important learn-
ing pathway as well as allowing us to represent athlete views in various sporting organisations.

The results of our athlete surveys are shared with the PNGOC to improve Team PNG’s performance.

REPRESENTING ATHLETE VIEWS     Team PNG Athlete Survey    MPG

Web of Influence
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With the continued support of the PNGOC and leaders of our National Federations, the PNGAC has been able to 
facilitate positive outcomes for our athletes with various athlete-related issues. 2017 has been a year of much activity 
with all our programs and also the opportunities we have had to speak at various events and represent Team PNG. 
It is our desire that all of our efforts ultimately contribute to improving athlete welfare and culminate with achieving 
excellence for Team PNG both on and off the field of play, whilst promoting the Olympic Values of Excellence, Friend-
ship and Respect.

Karo Lelai
CHAIR OF ATHLETES COMMISSION
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Programmes 
& Activities
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Olympic Values reaches more people
The Olympic Values Education Program this year reached more remote parts of the country using Team 
PNG HERO athletes to inspire the nation with the Olympic Movement values. The team visited Western 
Province, Mt. Hagen, Kimbe for the PNG Games and remote Menyama of the Morobe Province. The pro-
gramme is supported by PNG LNG ExxonMobil and continues to integrate sporting values and physical ac-
tivity into a cultural and educational framework promoting the three Olympic values of Respect, Friendship 
and Excellence.
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Olympic Values Education Programme in 2017
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- ATHLETICS - 
Men’s Competition
100m 		  Nazmie LEE-MARAI	 Gold
200m 		  Nazmie LEE-MARAI	 Gold
200m 		  Theo PINIAU		  Silver
400m		  Benjamin ALIEL		  Gold
400m		  Ephraim LERKIN	 Bronze
800m 		  Martin OROVO		  Silver
1500m		  Martin OROVO		  Silver
5000m 		 Simbai KASPAR		  Gold
10 000m 	 Simbai KASPAR		 Bronze
3000m Steeple	 Chase Simbai KASPAR	 Bronze
400m Hurdles	 Mowen BOINO		 Gold
400m Hurdles	 Ephraim LERKIN		 Silver
Relay - 4x100m Nelson STONE		  Silver
		  Nazmie LEE-MARAI	 Silver
		  Charles LIVUAN	Silver	 Silver
		  Kupun WISIL		  Silver
 Relay - 4x400m Theo PINIAU		  Gold
		   Nelson STONE		  Gold
		   Ephraim LERKIN	 Gold
		   Benjamin ALIEL		 Gold

High Jump	 Peniel RICHARD	 Silver
Long Jump	 Roland HURE		  Gold
 Triple Jump	 Peniel RICHARD	 Gold
 Hammer	 Debono PARAKA	 Bronze
 Discuss		 Debono PARAKA	 Gold

- ATHLETICS - 
Women’s Competition
100m 		  Toea WISIL		  Gold
200m 		  Toea WISIL		  Silver
200m 		  Afure ADAH		  Bronze
400m		  Nancy MALAMUT	 Bronze
400m		  Ephraim LERKIN	 Bronze
800m 		  Poro GAHEKAVE	 Silver
800m		  Tuna TINE		  Bronze
1500m 		 Poro GAHEKAVE	 Gold
1500m 		 Jenny ALBERT		  Silver
5000m		  Poro GAHEKAVE	 Silver
3000m Steeple Chase Poro GAHEKAVE	 Gold
		  Esther BORAM		  Silver
		  Tuna TINE		  Bronze
100m Hurdles 	 Adrine MONAGI	 Gold
400m Hurdles	 Raylene KANAM	 Gold
		  Annie TOPAL		  Silver
Relay - 4x100m 	Miriam PENI		  Silver
		  Toea WISIL 		  Silver
		  Afure ADAH 		  Silver
		  Nancy MALAMUT 	 Silver

		  Adrine MONAGI	 Bronze
		  Relli KAPUTIN 		  Bronze
		  Esther BORAM		  Bronze
 

Relay - 4x400m 	Nancy MALAMUT	 Bronze

Team PNG 
Medallists

Pacific Mini Games
Vanuatu 2017
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- ATHLETICS - 
Women’s Competition Continued
High Jump	 Rellie KAPUTIN		 Silver
Long Jump 	 Rellie KAPUTIN		  Gold
		  Annie TOPAL		  Silver
		  Adrine MONAGI	 Bronze
Triple Jump	 Rellie KAPUTIN		 Gold
		  Annie TOPAL		  Bronze
Hammer	 Jacklyn TRAVERTZ	 Silver
		  Sharon TOAKO		  Bronze
Javelin 		 Sharon TOAKO		  Silver
Heptahlon 	 Adrine MONAGI	 Gold
Women’s Shot Put (Ambulant) Vero Nime	Bronze

- GOLF - 
Men’s Competition
Individual 	 Morgan Annato		 Bronze
Team 		  Men’s Team		  Silver
 		  Women’s Team		 Silver

Individual Kata	 Cosmas SALIAWALI	 Bronze
Kumite 60kg 	 Nigel BANA		  Bronze
Kumite +84kg	 Vincent BOUGEN	 Silver
Kumite Open	 Nigel BANA		  Silver

Individual Kata 	Crystal MARI		  Bronze
Kumite 61kg	 Crystal MARI		  Silver
Kumite Open	 Crystal MARI		  Silver

BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Men’s Competition
Richard Kilarupa/Moha Mea	 Gold

3x3 BASKETBALL
Men’s Team			   Bronze
Women’s Team			   Silver

- BOXING - 
Men’s Competition
Welter weight	 Andrew AISAGA		 Silver
Heavy weight 	 Talamoni Kami		  Bronze

- KARATE - 
Men’s Competition

Women’s Competition
Kumite Team	 Men’s Team (3)		  Bronze	

- NETBALL - 
Women’s 	 PNG Pepe’s		  Gold	

- TABLE TENNIS - 
Men’s Doubles 		 Geoffrey Loi	 Silver
			   Gasika Simoi	 Silver
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Men’s Ambulant	 Haoda Agari	 Bronze	

Men’s Competition
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- TENNIS - 
Men’s Competition Continued
Singles		  Matthew Stubbings	 Bronze

- WEIGHTLIFTING -
Women’s Competition
 90KG		  Lorraine HARRY	 	
 		  Snatch 			   Silver	
 		  Clean & Jerk 		  Silver	
 		  Overall			   Silver	

- WEIGHTLIFTING -

Men’s Competition
Richard Kilarupa/Moha Mea	 Gold

 		  Clean & Jerk 		  Gold	
 		  Overall			   Gold

- BOXING - 
Men’s Competition

Men’s Competition
Up to 62kg	 Morea BARU
 		  Snatch 			   Gold	
 		  Clean & Jerk 		  Gold	
 		  Overall			   Gold
Up to 77kg 	 Toua UDIA
 		  Snatch 			   Silver	
 		  Clean & Jerk 		  Gold	
 		  Overall			   Gold
Up to 94kg 	 Steven KARI
		  Snatch 			   Gold
 		  Clean & Jerk 		  Gold	
 		  Overall			   Gold

Up to 48kg 	 Thelma TOUA
 		  Snatch 			   Gold	

 Up to 53kg 	 Dika TOUA	  	
 		  Snatch 			   Gold	
 		  Clean & Jerk 		  Gold	
 		  Overall			   Gold

2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 58Page 58

Women’s Competition

Top 10 Finishing countries at the Pacific Mini Games
in Port Vila, Vanuatu. December 4th - 15th, 2017

COUNTRY	 GOLD	 SILVER	 BRONZE	   TOTAL
 New Cal	   47	    15	     18	     80
PNG		    33	    31	     24	     88
 Fiji		    23	     27	     23	     73
Vanuatu	   22	     29	     26	     77
Samoa		    20	     16	       7	     43
Solomon Is.	     7	     11	     16	     34
Tonga		      4	       4	     12	     20
Cook Is.		     4	       4	       4	     12
Kiribati		      3	       5	       4	     12
Marshall Is.	     3	       0	       0	       3

Team PNG was represented by 89 Athletes and 46 
Officials to the Vanuatu 2017 Pacific Mini-Games.

Chef de Mission, Emma Waiwai led the 135 strong 
Team PNG contingent to compete in 10 of the 14 
sports on the program. They included Athletics (in-
cluding Para), Basketball (3x3), Beach Volleyball, 

Boxing, Golf, Karate, Netball, Table Tennis, Tennis 
and Weightlifting.

Team PNG finished with 33 Gold, 31 Silver and 24 
Bronze to finish second behind New Caledonia but 
had won the most medals at the Pacific Mini-Games.

Team PNG at the VAN2017
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Pacific Mini Games 2018
Pictures of Team PNG at Van2017
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For the first time Team PNG joined other Oceania nations competed at the Asian Indoor & Martial Arts Games 
(AIMAG) at the invitation of the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).

AIMAG was hosted in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan and had 21 sports contested across 15 competition venues. It 
was held from September 17th to 27th.

Approximately 6,000 athletes and officials were in attendance across 65 countries – 45 from OCA, 19 from Oce-
ania and the African refugee team.

Taking on Asia in AIMAG

- TEAM PNG TO AIMAG - 
General Management Team
Michael Henao		 Chef de Mission
Chris Amini		  General Manager
Mathew Natusch	 Physiotherapist
Dinnierose Raiko	 Press Attache

Leonard Kalate		  Athlete
Ryan Maskelyn		  Athlete
Ashley Seeto		  Athlete

Rob Van der Zant	 Coach
Sarenah Pini		  Manager

Swimming Team

Weightlifting Team
Morea Baru		  Athlete - Mens
Steven Kari		  Athlete	- Mens
Toua Udia		  Athlete - Mens

Lorraine Harry		  Athlete - Womens
Dika Toua		  Athlete - Womens
Thelma Toua		  Athlete - Womens

Willie Mavara Tamasi	 Coach
Winis Tua		  Manager
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Asian Indoor & Martial Arts Games

Pictures of Team PNG at AIMAG



2017 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Page 63

Pictures of Team PNG at AIMAG
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