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OUR VISION
To inspire and unite Papua New Guineans 
through sporting excellence and success.

OUR MISSION
To be the Best Performaing Pacific National 
Olympic Committee and achieve Team 
PNG Games Success by Partnering with 
GOVERNMENT, our SPONSORS and the 
OLYMPIC MOVEMENT, enhancing the Capacity 
and Capabilities of our Member National 
Federations.

OUR VALUES
We are a values-based organization that 
maintains its integrity by showing our 
commitment to our values of Honesty, 
Excellence, Respect and Openness. These 
values assist us in achieving our Mission and 
Vision.

Honesty.Excellence.Respect.Openness
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

The year began with a very 
successful campaign at the Gold 
Coast Commonwealth Games 
which produced Team PNG’s best 
ever medal performance at the 
Commonwealth Games.

To this end, we congratulate our 
dynamic trio of Steven Kari, Dika 
Toua and Morea Baru for their 
respective achievements of gold 
and silver medals in the sport of 
weightlifting.

They were ably supported 
by the International Olympic 
Committee scholarships (Dika and 
Morea), PNG Olympic Committee 
Executive Board and Management, 
Trukai Industries Limited, PNG 
Weightlifting Federation and Paul 
and Lilly Coffa of the Oceania 
Weightlifting Federation and their 
high performance institute in 
Noumea.

I am proud to say that the above 
results placed Team PNG 22 out 
of 71 nations who participated. 

The performances brought iconic 
moments, new records, personal 
bests, great emotions which 
captivated the hearts and minds of 
the nation. 

I also wish to commend athletes and 
officials in their respective sports 
as highlighted in the Secretary 
General’s report under KRA 2: Team 
PNG Games Success (with mention 
of their performances). 

They should be proud of the fact 
that they represented Papua New 
Guinea at the Commonwealth 
Games and that their athletes did 
their best and were part of the 
overall success of Team PNG.

It would be remise of me not to 
mention Chef de Mission, Tamzin 
Wardley and her management 
team for their tireless efforts to 
ensure that all of our athletes’ 
welfare was a priority.

This also reminded me of a quote 
from one of my mentors, Julius 

As I reflect on our activities and achievements for 2018, there have 
been many reasons and milestones to celebrate including those 
of our National Federations and their respective domestic and 
international competitions.
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“The most important person in sport is the athlete and if 
we as administrators fail, the athletes will suffer.”
- Julius Patching.

Patching, former Secretary General of the Australian Olympic Committee and 
Oceania National Olympic Committees who stated: “The most important person 
in sport is the athlete and if we as administrators fail, the athletes will suffer.”

Harnessing the potential of our Games’ achievements and the buildup 
preparations is something we look at working on and improving through our 
partnerships and collaboration. From the government to commercial businesses 
partners and sponsors alike, as well as our member National Federations. We 
thank you for contributing to our success in 2018. We look forward to building 
on these relationships and successes for the mutual benefit our athletes in the 
future.

For me, one of the more memorable moments of 2018 was the purchase of 
our future headquarters, the PNG Olympic Haus. A milestone for which I am 
justifiably proud, of which was a vision that became reality. We look forward to 
the upcoming renovations and impending move to our new location on Lahara 
Avenue, Boroko.

Soon after the Gold Coast Games our respective sports began to focus on 
preparing for the Pacific Games in Samoa in 2019, which picked up momentum 
towards the end of the year. The conducting of fitness tests, train-on squads, 
selections, training and Games preparations came into fruition as we look at 
winning away on foreign soil.

As the President of the PNG Olympic Committee, I would like to reinforce that our 
athletes remain at the heart of our core business and adequately covered in the 
Secretary General’s report under KRA 5: Providing Opportunities for Athletes to 

Inspire. Our executive board acknowledges the ongoing pressures on our member 
National Federations, and we will continue to work with them to further build their 
capacity, and most importantly to ensure that our mutual objectives are achieved. 
This is covered in the Secretary General’s report under KRA 4: Enhancing Capacity 
and Capability of National Federations.

We are a values-based organization that maintains its integrity by showing our 
commitment to our values of Honesty, Excellence, Respect and Openness (HERO). 
These values assist us in achieving our Mission and Vision.

Secretary General and IOC Member, Auvita Rapilla and her Deputy, Andrew Lepani 
continue to provide the leadership required to maintain our positive image with 
our respective stakeholders and I applaud them, and their management and staff 
for their loyalty, dedication and commitment.

In closing, I wish to pay tribute to the late Sir Henry ToRobert, the quiet achiever 
but a strong leader who was the ultimate professional and a man of integrity who 
contributed immensely during his 29-year tenure as the President of the PNG 
Olympic Committee, to pave the way to where we are today.

Sir John N. Dawanincura, Kt, OBE
PRESIDENT
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Secretary General’s

REPORT

2018 was a significant year for the PNG Olympic Committee 
for a number of reasons including unprecedented success 
at the Commonwealth Games level and the realization of 
a long-held dream to own a property that will become the 
PNG Olympic Haus.

 2018 also marked the mid-term of our 2016 – 2020 Strategic 
term. It provided an opportunity to reflect on the first two 
years and take stock of our Strategic Plan and see how we 
were tracking.

I am pleased to report that by the close of 2018 we achieved 
62% of targets set out in our strategic plan.

The following report describes our activities in 2018 based 
on the five Key Result Areas of our 2016-2020 Strategic Plan.

2018 was a year of 
highs and lows for the 
Papua New Guinea 
Olympic Committee.
The following 
report describes our 
activities in 2018 
based on the five Key 
Result Areas of our 
2016-2020 Strategic 
Plan.

Auvita Rapilla, ML
Secretary General
IOC Member

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.
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KRA 1: BEST PERFORMING
 PACIFIC NOC

To be the Best Performing NOC, we 
continued to focus on strengthening 
our governance and operations 
while ensuring prudent financial 
management. A new Human 
Resource Policy was adopted with 
policies and procedures essential 
to the organization and to the 
productivity of our core business. 

An effective secretariat is the 
cornerstone of interaction with 
stakeholders and delivery of our 
services for them.

2018 saw PNGOC take ownership of 

our new permanent headquarters, 
a realisation of our long-time vision 
for the organisation. Purchasing the 
property that we are proud to call our 
‘home’ and which will become our 
Olympic Haus is a big step towards 
improving our service.  

Increasing revenue to achieve our 
priorities is a constant priority 
and 2018 saw progress in this 
area with an increased number of 
partners through our commercial 
program. Attending international 
engagements and giving Team 
PNG athletes the opportunity to 

KEY RESULT AREA 1: Best Performing Pacific National Olympic Committee - 
The PNGOC is recognised as the best performing NOC in the Pacific with a focus 
on management, governance, sustainability, brand awareness, gender equality, 
learning development, knowledge capture, anti-doping and recognition.

represent their country would not 
have been possible without the 
support of partners and sponsors. 
Trukai Industries Limited, Kumul 
Petroleum Holdings Limited, Exxon 
Mobil, Coral Seas Hotels, Air Niugini, 
SP Brewery, Capital Insurance, The 
National, Theodist, Media Partners, 
Blue 7 Team and Trophy Haus are 
all thanked for their support to the 
PNGOC and Team PNG. 

Support also came in magnitude at 
our events, beginning with the Trukai 
Fun Run on June 24. Over 50,000 

people attended the Fun Run in 
Port Moresby alone with additional 
numbers in 20 other centres 
nationwide. The support began 
through the various organisations 
who purchased fun run shirts 
through the auction event and 
through the many individuals who 
later purchased shirts through the 
public sales. 

PNGOC’s second largest fundraising 
event, the Prime Minister’s 
Corporate Golf Challenge also drew 
much support from the corporate 

1313
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sector with 51 teams participating 
in the September 21 event in Port 
Moresby. Competing teams took to 
the greens looking like champions 
thanks to event major sponsor of 
the golf challenge, The National 
Newspaper.

Following a highly successful 
sporting year for PNG sports in 2017, 
the SP Sports Awards was a tightly 
contested affair with all finalists 
staking their claim.

Legendary Australian Olympic 
ski-jumping medallist and World 

Champion, Jacqui Cooper was the 
guest speaker and her story of 
determination and strength was 
inspiring for everyone present at the 
ceremony.

Dika Toua was awarded as the 2018 
Female Athlete of the Year at the 
SP Sports Awards based on her 
achievements from 2017. Ase Boas 
from rugby league took out the 
Male Athlete of the Year award also 
based on his achievements from the 
previous year.

In all seven Team PNG members were 

Participants in of the Trukai Fun Run in Port Moresby. 20 centres altogether participated in the Trukai Fun Run in 2018.

Weightlifter, Dika Toua (left) recieving 
her Female Athlete of the Year award 
from SP Brewery Managing Director, 
Stan Joyce during the SP Sports Awards.

recognised for their efforts in 2017 at 
the 2018 SP Sports Awards.

Three former champion athletes 
who represented the nation in its 
early years were recognized for their 
achievements and contribution at the 
fourth edition of the PNG Sports Hall 
of Fame induction ceremony held in 
November.

It was a memorable night as sports 
all-rounder Kea Kapulu Schwarz, 
boxer Kenneth Hopkins and swimmer 
Charles Martin were inducted into 

the PNG Sports Hall of Fame.

The audience was captivated as 
each shared their personal stories 
of triumph and memories from their 
sporting careers.

Schwarz and Hopkins were members 
of the PNG team to the first Pacific 
Games in Suva in 1963 while Martin 
was PNG’s outstanding swimmer in 
the late 1960s to 1970s.

Hopkins won Team PNG’s first ever 
medal at an international sporting 
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event when he won bronze at the 
1962 British Empire Games (now the 
Commonwealth Games) in Perth, 
Australia.  Both Schwarz and Martin 
were winners of the Sportsman of 
the Year award for the Territory of 
Papua and New Guinea in their days.

Hopkins, Martin and Schwarz 
became the twelveth, thirteenth, 
and fourteenth inductees into the 
PNG Sports Hall of Fame.

We were very happy to have had 
the opportunity to host an ONOC 
Athletes Commission meeting and 
the Women and Sport Oceania 
(WASO) Gender and Leadership 

Melanesian workshop in Port 
Moresby.

The WASO workshop saw female 
and male participants from Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu, Fiji, Tuvalu, 
Kiribati and PNG joined by WASO 
Commission members.

Under the theme “Stepping Up” the 
program was designed to empower 
those involved with women in sports 
initiatives to achieve greater impact 
their communities and covered 
important topics on understanding 
gender equality and equity, diversity 
and inclusion. Participants were able 
to share their experiences and ideas, 

and they developed plans of action 
for their countries which they will 
look to implement. 

The PNG Gender Equity Committee 
coordinated the hosting of the WASO 
Stepping Up Workshop and their plan 
of action will guide their activities in 
the coming year.

Our Justification Committee again 
had a busy year ensuring individuals 
endorsed for Team PNG meet 

PNGOC’s standards.

The JC held meetings this year 
to endorse athletes for the 
Commonwealth and Youth Olympic 
Games and to endorse sports and 
officials for the 2019 Pacific Games.

The Team PNG Performance 
Committee oversaw the allocation 
and utilisation of funding to sports 
with a focus on supporting those NFs 
on the 2019 Pacific Games program.

2018 PNG Sports Hall of Fame inductees; Kea Kapulu Schwaz 
(left), Kenneth Hopkins and Charles Martin.
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opened by the Deputy Prime Minister, Charles Abel on behalf of 
the Prime Minister. 
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KRA 2: TEAM PNG GAMES SUCCESS

We achieved Team PNG Games 
Success in 2018 by having one of 
our proudest moments in sport 
when for the first time three medals 
were won by Team PNG at the 
Commonwealth Games during the 
Gold Coast Games in April. 

All three medals came from the 
sport of weightlifting through 
PNG’s champion trio, Steven Kari, 
Morea Baru and Dika Toua. Kari 
became Team PNG’s first dual 
Commonwealth Games gold 
medallist while Toua added to 

her two previous Commonwealth 
medals won in 2006 and 2014. Baru 
joined our list of Commonwealth 
Games medallists with his silver 
medal. 

The government showed its 
appreciation and support for 
the efforts of the athletes by 
offering incentives of K100,000 
for a gold medal, K50,000 for 
silver and K25,000 for bronze at 
the Commonwealth Games. The 
incentives were presented to the 
medal winners on July 6 at the PNG 

KEY RESULT AREA 2: Team PNG Games Success - Team PNG has achieved 
its respective targets set for 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Game, 2018 Buenos 
Aires Youth Olympic Games, 2019 Samoa Pacific Games and 2020 Tokyo Olympic 
Games.

Olympic Committee office in Port 
Moresby. 

Chef de Mission, Tamzin Wardley 
led the team of 52 athletes and 32 
officials attending the Games at the 
Gold Coast competing in 10 of the 
23 sports on offer.

Team PNG competed in Athletics 
(including Para-Athletics), Boxing, 
Lawn Bowls, Rugby 7s, Shooting, 
Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis 
(including Para-Table Tennis), 

Triathlon and Weightlifting.

Para Table Tennis athlete, Vero 
Nime carried the PNG Flag at 
the Opening Ceremony and her 
performance along with her fellow 
Team PNG athletes demonstrated 
excellence against the best of the 
Commonwealth. Her fellow table 
tennis teammate, Geoffrey Loi 
became the only Pacific Island 
athlete to progress past the group 
stage of the event after winning his 
pool matches.

1919
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Triathlete, Rachel Sapery James became the first 
Pacific Islander to finish a tier one triathlon event. Our 
swimmers also created history when they became 
our first relay team to compete at a Commonwealth 
Games. De’Bono Paraka threw a national record 
in the discus event and our men’s Rugby 7s team 
backed up from the Hong Kong 7s to compete at the 
Commonwealth Games. 

Although no medals were won, the 2018 Buenos Aires 
Youth Olympic Games (BAYOG) provided invaluable 
experience for our young team of athletes. Team PNG 
under the guidance of Chef de Mission, Karo Lelai, 
competed at BAYOG, which was held in the capital 
city of Argentina from October 6 to 18.

A team of three athletes and six officials attended 
the YOG with Natalie Mok and Terence Coleman 
competing in golf while Leonard Kalate was the lone 
male competitor in swimming. Kalate who was also 
part of Team PNG to the Commonwealth Games 
earlier in the year was given the honour of being our 
BAYOG flagbearer. It was the first time for Team PNG 

2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTSPAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

Steven Kari won gold in the men’s 
95kg division at the Commonwealth 
Games weightlifting competition.
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HOST:	 Gold Coast, Australia
DATE:	 6th - 18th October, 2018
SPORTS:	 28 Sports

TEAM PNG
TEAM SIZE:       52 Athletes, 32 Officials.
SPORTS: 	        10 Sports
FLAG BEARER:  Vero Nime (Para Table 	
		         Tennis)
CHEF DE MISSION: Tamzin Wardley.

COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Flag Bearer, Vero Nime leading 
Team PNG out during the Opening 
of the Commonwealth Games in 
the Gold Coast, Australia. PHOTO: 
Selene Alexia.

22
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to have Golf athletes as part of our 
Youth Olympic Games contingent.

Our latest YOG athletes grew from 
their BAYOG experience with PNG’s 
Young Change Maker, James Leia 
ensuring the athletes took part 
in the various Cultural Education 
Program activities.

With new friendships developed, 
valuable elite level competition 
experience gained and the memories 
from Argentina, the Youth Olympic 
Games continued to provide a great 
games experience for our young 
athletes. 

Leia was also part of PNG’s 
delegation which attended the 
historic Olympism in Action Forum 
immediately prior to the BAYOG.

The Forum was attended by over 
2,000 participants representing 
organizations from within the 
Olympic Movement and those that 
work in areas the International 
Olympic Committee is focused on as 
part of its Agenda 2020.

The target to win the Pacific Games 
on foreign soil is indeed a challenge 
in the absence of the same level of 
government funding support that 

III Youth Olympic Games

25

The Team PNG squad to the Youth 
Olympic Games in Buenos Aires.

was experienced in the lead up to the 2015 
Pacific Games. We have been diligent in 
targeting the limited resources supporting 
sports in their preparations to contribute 
towards Team PNG’s games target for 
2019.

In preparation for the next Olympic Games, 
five (5) athletes were awarded Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Scholarships to assist their efforts 
to qualify for the Olympic Games. We are 
hoping Dika Toua, Morea Baru, Samuel 
Seghers, Rellie Kaputin and Toea Wisil will 
achieve their Olympic dream. 
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HOST:	 	 Buenos Aires, Argentina

DATE:		  6th - 18th October, 2018

SPORTS:	 32

TEAM PNG

TEAM SIZE:	 3 Athletes, 6 Officials

SPORTS:	 2

FLAG BEARER:	Leonard Kalate (Swimming)

CHEF DE MISSION:	 Karo Lelai	

Swimmer, Leonard Kalate was the Flag Bearer at the Youth Olympic Games.



PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

26 2726 27

KRA 3: PARTNERING
WITH STAKEHOLDERS

Partnering with Stakeholders was a 
key part of our focus in 2018.

We acknowledge the support of our 
key national stakeholder, the PNG 
Sports Foundation (PNGSF) and the 
efforts in finalizing an MOU outlining 
areas of cooperation to support 
Team PNG, National Federations 
and the growth of sport in PNG. 

Work with PNGSF was highlighted 
by our active involvement in the 
development of the new National 
Sports Policy.

As a member on the Sports Policy 
Steering Committee I was pleased 
to see significant progress made on 
the new policy.

As part of the process of developing 
a new National Sports Policy, PNGOC 
produced a position paper based on 
input from National Federations and 
our internal working group. Funding 
was secured from Olympic Solidarity 
to support the consultative process 
of the sports policy development.

Also on the policy front, PNG has 

KEY RESULT AREA 3: Partnering with Stakeholders - PNGOC has an active, 
complimentary and value-adding partnership with Government, sponsors, the IOC, 
the CGF and the PGC while exploring other potential opportunities to expand our 
stakeholder base. 

been part of the Pacific Sports 
Compass program and PNGOC 
supported the staging of two civil 
society organisations’ consultative 
workshops which provided input 
into the regional submission to the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 
which will hopefully lead to a 
regional sports policy. 

Our continued collaboration with the 
International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) and Olympic Solidarity, Oceania 
National Olympic Committees 

(ONOC), Commonwealth Games 
Federation (CGF) and Pacific Games 
Council (PGC) remained a focal part 
of support for our work. 

President, Sir John Dawanincura was 
awarded Commonwealth Games 
Federation Life Membership at the 
CGF General Assembly held during 
the Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games. 

PNGOC was proud to have Karo 
Lelai, an Executive Board member 

2727
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and PNG Athletes Commission 
and ONOC Athletes Commission 
Chairperson, voted in as the 
Chairperson for Association of 
National Olympic Committees 
(ANOC) Athletes Commission. 

Lelai and her fellow PNG Athletes 
Commission members continued to 
represent the views of the athletes 
in the third year of their term.

The PNG Athletes Commission held 
its annual Athletes Forum with 

important information shared with 
athletes on the recently released 
IOC Athletes Declaration, as well as 
other important topics for athletes 
including athlete safeguarding and 
anti-doping.

At a national level PNGOC also 
continued in its role as PNG focal 
point for the Australian Government 
funded Pacific Sports Partnerships 
program (PSP).

This year saw the PSP enter an 

Vice Minister for Sports, Wesley Raminai (centre) with 
Team PNG and PNGOC officials during a visit to the 

Commonwealth Games athletes’ village.

interim phase with several sports 
receiving support to continue their 
initiatives and the good sport for 
development work they are doing.

2018 also saw PNGOC expand its 
domestic network by joining a group 
of youth focused organisations to 
form the Youth Coalition.

Work with the Youth Coalition will 
allow us to ensure we have a voice on 

influencing discussion around issues 
which affect our young athletes.

While we continue to explore 
opportunities to expand our 
stakeholder base to achieve our 
organizational outcomes, we were 
pleased to renew partnership with 
all of our sponsors, a relationship we 
value for the benefit of PNGOC and 
Team PNG.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Team PNG HERO athletes with students in Pangia, Southern Highlands during the OVEP visit to the province in 2019. OVEP 
is supported by Exxon Mobil PNG LNG.
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KRA 4: ENHANCING OUR
NATIONAL FEDERATIONS

Enhancing the capacity and 
capability of National Federations 
is an ongoing area of focus for 
PNGOC with specific emphasis on 
strengthening NF governance and 
compliance.

A Governance and Compliance 
officer was recruited to focus on this 
key result area and map out priorities 
in the remaining two years of our 
strategic plan in not only improving 
governance and compliance but to 
also explore and provide services to 

NFs in the area of data management 
for storage of accounts, data and key 
information. 

The Oceania Sport Education Program 
(OSEP) was delivered targeting 
courses for administrators, coaches, 
team managers and educators.

A super week of OSEP courses were 
delivered by PNGOC in conjunction 
with fellow OSEP training provider, 
the PNG Sports Foundation.

KEY RESULT AREA 4: Enhancing our National Federations - National 
Federations are able to achieve their high performance targets while complying 
with PNGOC governance requirements 

Also delivered in 2018 was the second 
edition of the PNG Managing of 
Olympic Sports Organisations (MOSO 
II), which saw several NF executives 
undertake the program.

PNGOC also delivered the first of three 
Team PNG Elite Performance Coach 
Education Program course workshops 
for the first time to national team 
coaches.

The program is the project of PNGOC 
Performance Coordinator, Chris 

Amini as part of his participation in 
the United States Olympic Committee 
International Coaching Enrichment 
Certificate Program which saw 
him spend time at the US Olympic 
Committee’s headquarters in 2018.

Along with developing their sports, 
our NFs also focused efforts on 
preparing athletes for the 2019 Pacific 
Games and the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 

PNGOC continues to provide funding 
support to our NFs to assist with their 
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sporting activities. Olympic Solidarity support was 
utilised to support the following initiatives in 2018:

•	 Participation at Oceania Senior and Junior 
	 Weightlifting Championships,
•	 Participation at Oceania Judo 
	 Championships and  	
	 Australian Open,
•	 Participation at Oceania Swimming 
	 Championships,
•	 Participation at Oceania Table Tennis 
	 Series event,
•	 Support of Athletics Coaching Program 
	 and National Team Training Camp,
•	 Support to National Federations to attend 
	 regional meetings ,
•	 Delivery of OSEP courses,

Two new National Federations were welcomed at our 
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2018 Annual General Assembly. They 
are the PNG Wushu Kung Fu Federation 
and Gymnastics PNG who were voted in 
as members.

We look forward to working with Wushu 
and Gymnastics along with all of our 
other member National Federations to 
see the growth of their sports and sport 
in PNG. 

2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Wushu students in a training 
session. Wushu was voted in as a 

member during the 2018 AGA.
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KRA 5: PROVIDING ATHLETES 
WITH OPPORTUNITIES TO INSPIRE

Providing opportunities for athletes 
to inspire drives our programs 
using Team PNG HERO athletes and 
our SDG Champions to deliver the 
Olympic Values Education Program 
(OVEP), Love Your Coast and Voices 
of the Athletes Program.

We want our Team PNG HERO 
athletes to be positive influences 
and future leaders. We want the 
next generation of athletes to look at 
our elite athletes that have followed 

their dreams and realize that that 
kind of success is a possibility in 
their lives if they work hard enough. 

We are most grateful for the support 
of Exxon Mobil enabling Team PNG 
Heroes to deliver OVEP around the 
country promoting the Olympic 
values of respect, excellence and 
friendship. 

A third batch of Team PNG athletes 
completed their training in the 

KEY RESULT AREA 5: Providing Athletes with Opportunities to Inspire - Team 
PNG athletes are involved in activities that inspire the public and promote the 
Olympic and other positive values while exposing themselves to education and 
employment opportunities.

organisation’s flagship programme 
for athletes, Team PNG HERO. 
Twenty-one male and female 
athletes from various sporting 
codes attended the training and 
several of our new Team PNG HERO 
athletes have already taken on their 
athlete role model responsibility and 
delivered HERO activities throughout 
the nation. 

In 2018 PNGOC delivered OVEP 
and LYC sessions in Port Moresby, 
Lae, Wewak, Goroka, Mt. Hagen 

and the Southern Highlands. The 
OVEP program was also delivered 
as part of our week-long set of 
activities as part of the Olympic Day 
celebrations. School visits lead into 
a sports demonstration event which 
also included the display of Olympic 
Values themed student artwork.

The culmination of the celebrations 
was the first ever Olympic Day Relay 
of Unity, where 387 participants 
took part in a day-long relay event 
symbolizing the power of sport to 
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“We want the next generation of athletes to look at our elite athletes that have 
followed their dreams and realize that that kind of success is a possibility in 
their lives if they work hard enough.”

Team PNG HERO athlete, Elias Larry talking to 
students about the Love Your Coast programme 
during World Environment Day celebrations.

bring people together in a non-
competitive way and the importance 
of physical activity. 

HERO athletes also spread the 
message of ‘Be A Leader, Play 
True, Play Safe’ and ‘Go Green’ 
by delivering VOA sessions at the 
Under 18 Oceania Hockey Youth 
Olympic Qualifiers held in Port 
Moresby, the Oceania Swimming 
Championships, Under 15 FIBA-
Oceania Championships, National 
Netball Championships, National 

Squash Championships and a Golf 
training camp. 

Four athlete students, Betty 
Angula – Basketball, Cosmas 
Saliawali – Karate, Moha Mea – 
Beach Volleyball, Shanna Dringo – 
Netball, benefited from the Athlete 
Excellence Scholarship program.

IBS University’s educational 
scholarships have provided much 
needed support to equip our 
athletes for life after sport. 

Some of the third batch 
of Team PNG athletes 

who under took training 
in the HERO programme 

this year. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS



PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

38 3938 39

CONCLUSION

There were also moments of 
hardship and loss, not just for the 
PNG Olympic Committee but the 
country as a whole.

This began with the 7.5 magnitude 
earthquake in Hela and Southern 
Highlands Provinces that destroyed, 
homes and properties as well as loss 
of lives. PNG Olympic Committee 
committed itself to supporting the 
relief effort through proceeds from 
the sales of Team PNG merchandise 
for the Commonwealth Games.  The 
initiative saw K10,000 presented 
to the Salvation Army who put the 
proceeds toward the restoration and 

recovery efforts in the provinces. 

It was a sad moment for the 
organization and for the nation 
as well when Life Member and 
former long term President of the 
PNG Olympic Committee, Sir Henry 
ToRobert passed away on October 
18.

Sir Henry was the first Governor of 
the Bank of Papua New Guinea who 
took on the reigns as President of the 
PNG Olympic Committee from 1980 
to 2000 and then again from 2003 to 
2012 and was made a life member 
of the organization. Sir Henry was 

well respected for his time at the 
helm as he guided PNGOC through 
a series of significant milestones 
and his leadership was vital to our 
organization’s evolution. 

The PNG Olympic Committee is 
proud to be part of the Olympic 
Movement family and thanks IOC, 
ANOC and ONOC. We are also 
appreciative of the support from the 
Commonwealth Games Federation 
and Pacific Games Council and our 
involvement in the Commonwealth 
and Pacific Games movements. Our 
efforts to promote Olympism and the 
value of sport, and our association 

with like-minded organisations 
adds value to our work. We look 
forward to continuing the work and 
strengthening our connections.

In closing, I take this opportunity to 
thank our Committees whose work 
has enabled delivery of priorities of 
our key result areas. These include 
the Justification Committee, Athletes 
Commission, Marketing & Revenue 
Committee and Gender Equity 
Committee. The volunteers on these 
Committees who give generously 
their time are no doubt committed 
with a passion for sport and success 
of Team PNG.

39

2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS



PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

40 4140 41

Gratitude is also extended to our 
family of sponsors. Thank you for 
believing in us and supporting 
our journey. We look forward to 
leveraging our partnership to our 
mutual benefit.

I also wish to thank our dedicated 
staff for their loyalty, hard work and 
strong commitment. We are also 
grateful to our volunteer Executive 
board members who devote their 
valuable time each year to help us 
fulfill our mission.

Finally, our member National 
Federations, thank you for placing 
your trust in us as we work towards 
improving our services to enhance 
your capacity and achieving our 
shared goals and objectives.

With the 2019 Pacific Games ahead 
of us, we look forward to working 
closely with all our stakeholders in 
what we hope to be another great 
year of Team PNG Success.

Life Member and former President 
of the Papua New Guinea Olympic 
Committee, Sir Henry ToRobert passed 
away in October, 2018.

Sir Henry was President of the PNG 
Olympic Committee for 29 years. He 
first held the role from 1980 to 2000 
and then from 2003 to 2012. On 
his retirement he was awarded Life 
Membership with the organisation. Sir 
Henry was also involved with the sport 
of Softball.

As the head of the Board in the then 
PNG Sports Federation & National 
Olympic Committee (PNGSFOC), Sir 
Henry led the participation of Team PNG 

at numerous Pacific, Commonwealth 
and Olympic Games.

He is remembered as a man of integrity 
who provided strong leadership for the 
organization which set the foundation 
for a lot of its successes.

Apart from his affiliation to sport, Sir 
Henry is a notable figure in Papua New 
Guinea history having been the first 
Governor of the Bank of Papua New 
Guinea. He held the position for 20 
years (1973-1993) making him one of 
the longest serving governors in the 
Commonwealth.

May he Rest In Peace.

OBITUARY

Sir Henry ToRobert
1942 - 2018
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The following 2018 Activity Reports 
were provided by our member National 
Federations.
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Basketball Federation of PNG
2018 Highlights

NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS:
•	 U15 National Championships – selections for 

FIBAU15 Oceania Championships (May 2018)
•	 U18 Mixed 3x3 – selections for IBF U18 Mixed 

3x3 (June 2018)
•	 All Star Basketball Championships – selections 

for 2019 Pacific Games (October 2018)

INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS
•	 FIBAU15 Oceania Championships – Port 

Moresby, PNG
•	 IBF Mixed U18 3x3 – Bali, Indonesia

TRAINING & WORKSHOPS
•	 Andersen Hewe = Youth Leaderships IBF, 

Singapore
•	 Martha Aaron – Pacific Women in Sports 

Leadership Program
•	 Stephen Damien, Nick Daroa – MOSO 
•	 Grant Wallace, FIBA Oceania Mentor Coaching 

sessions – Port Moresby
•	 Referees Training, FILBA Association – Port 

Moresby
•	 Child Protection Policy Workshop – Port 

Moresby

COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMMES
•	 3x3 Carpark Challenge – Port Moresby
•	 Hoops For Health – Port Moresby, Kokopo, Alotau, Lae, Kerema
•	 PIkinini Hoops – Port Moresby, Lae, Kokopo, Alotau, Kerema
•	 Twilight Basketball – Port Moresby
•	 Mums-A-Hero – Port Moresby

REGIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS
•	 BFPNG Vice President Karol Lelai is elected Chair of Athletes 

Commission on the ONOC Board.
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Golf PNG
2018 In Review

3rd SOUTH PACIFIC JUNIOR OPEN 2018
21-23 August 2018, Tina Golf Club, New Caledonia.
Athletes:  	 Natalie Mok & Terrence 	
	              Coleman.
Manager:        Mrs. Rosalind Taufa.

Itinerary 54 Hole Open 2018:
Mon, 20 August: Registeration and Opening 
	              Ceremony.
Tue, 21 August: 1st Round 18 holes Stroke Play.
Wed ,22 August: 2nd Round .
Thu, 23 August: 3rd Round 18 holes Stroke Play 
	                  and Closing Ceremony.

ONTRACK SOLUTIONS BOOST AUTO 2018 PNG 
JUNIRO MASTERS (PNGGA Junior Golf Sanctioned 
Calendar Event)
19 - 21 September, 2018, MOSA Golf Club
Event: 	 Stroke - 3 day, 54 Holes.

Junior Nominations:	 31 Competitors
Nine female junior competitors / 22 male junior 
competitors. Junior individual performances 
varied. Each day was different; course management 
essentially came into play. Juniors got to really 

appreciate that besides what they are taught at home clinics, fitness for 
endurance became a reality even for a three-day tournament.

Overall Gross Placing:	  Junior Female Winner
			    Natalie Mok – Royal Port Moresby Golf Club 
(242)

			   Runner Up
			   Danae Clamp - Lae Golf Club (260)

			   Junior Male Winner
			   Slater Pok – Mt. Hagen Golf Club (236)

			   Runner Up
			   Ezekiel Jonane – Ramu Golf Club (250)
	  
2018 YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES
3-23 October, 2018, Beunos Aires, Argentina		
Athletes: 	 Natalie Mok and Terrence Coleman.
Manager:  	 Mr. Nelson Gabriel.
Event: 		  Individual Stroke Play - 3 day, 54 Holes.

Natalie’s overall performance was very sturdy and fair, only her chipping 
let her down.
•	 Driver / Fairway hits 85% of 100.
•	 Green in regulations 45% 100.
•	 Up and down par save 65% 100. 
•	 Putting 88% 100.

Coleman started his first tee off of the Youth Olympic Games with an 
iron 4 off the tee straight down the fairway. He made par on the 1st hole 
and he was looking good. On the second hole he snap hook his driver to 
the right Out of bounds.
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•	 He shot and round gross of 77
•	 Driver / Fairway hits 60% 100.
•	 Green in regulations 57% 100.
•	 Up and down par save 64% 100.
•	 Putting 78% 100.

2018 ASIA PACIFIC AMATEUR CHAMPIONSHIP
1 - 8 October, 2018. Sentosa Golf Club, The New Tanjong 
Course, Singapore.

Athletes:	 Brian Taikiri and Morgan Annato.
Manager:  	 Mr. Jamie Brazier.

The weather was very hot! Morgan and Brian went out 
and hit the ball quite well especially, not being able to hit 
range balls.  The greens were particularly quick on the 
course. The course was quite open, with some water on 
it, not a whole heap of trees, some parts of the rough was 
quite thick.

Day 1 and 2 draws were released with Morgan and Brian 
teeing off at 12:30 and 12:40pm and 8:05 and 8:15am 
respectively.       

Morgan Anato: After paring his 1st hole, Morgan then 
bogeyed his 2nd and double bogeyed his 3rd, and then 
got on a bogey train after that.

On the 2nd 9, Morgan got to 6 over, then on his second 
last hole, he hit his ball twice into the hazard and walked 
off with triple bogey, he then birdied his last hole.

Morgan was sitting at 8 over with some work to do to 
make the cut.
Brian Taikiri: After birding his second hole, Brian went 
all pars up to the par 3 15th, where he bogeyed, he then 
bogeyed the par 3 17th and 18th to finish 2 over on his 
front nine. 

Brian birdied his 10th hole, he then missed a short putt 
on the 2nd for bogey, he then had another 4 bogeys to 
finish 6 over.

Day 2 pretty much went the same as day 1, Morgan’s 
front nine was the same as day 1 and shot himself out 
of making the cut with 5 over on his front 9, he did come 
back to shoot even on the back 9, but he was 13 over.

Brian started off poorly, but was able to drag it back, and 
with 3 holes to go he was still in with a slight chance of 
making the cut. But bogeys on the 16th and 17th all but 
ended Brian’s run to make the cut.
  
PG19 ATHLETES’ CAMP
3 - 8 December, 2018. Royal Port Moresby Golf Glub

Athletes: Kristine Seko,
	    Natalie Mok (Junior)
	    Rae Weiki (Junior)
	    Danae Clamp (Junior) 
	    Shavina Maras
	    Ai Wari Winchbome

	  Morgan Annato

	  Brian Taikiri
	  Cassie Koma
	  Ismale Lelae
	  Soti Dinki
	  Wally Ilake
	  Gideon Tikili
	  Junior Moses
	  Danny George
	  Morris Bai

•	 Daily technical/theory/practical Sessions
•	 Athlete Preparations /Mental Focus / 

Attitude / Diet / Anti Doping / Values
•	 Consultative support to Golf team 

management
•	 Consultative support to Golf Coaches

SATURDAY 8 DECEMBER: SUMMARY
End of Camp Competition results

•	 Rank T3 .Morgan Annato  +1 / 73
•	 Rank 10 .Brian Taikiri +9 / 81
•	 Rank T3 .Cassie Koma +1 / 73
•	 Rank 1 .Ismael Lelae -5 / 67
•	 Rank 2 .Soti Dinki 0 / 72
•	 Rank T6 .Wally Ilake +5 / 77
•	 Rank T6 .Gideon Tikili +5 / 77
•	 Rank 9 .Junior Moses +8 / 80
•	 Rank 8 .Danny George +6 / 78
•	 Rank 5 .Morris Bai  +3 / 77

•	 Rank 1 .Kristine Seko +5 / 77 
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PNG Volleyball Association Inc.
2018 Report

Two new championships introduced in 2018 
were:
•	 PNG National Indoor Volleyball Club 

Championships in July – POM.
•	 The National Open & Junior Beach 

Championships in September – POM.

PNG National Indoor Open and Under 21 
Championships.
•	 PNG National Open Indoor Championships 

in September – POM.
•	 PNG National Under 21 Championships in 

September – Lae.

2018 Men’s and Women’s Champions
•	 EDATEC Scorpions, Men - POM
•	 Raukele Dolphins, Women - POM

2018 Beach Volleyball Championships
1st Hula Avalana – Men
NCDVA Blue – Women

2018 U21 Girls’ and Boys’ champions
•	 Prima Huon Under 21 Girls
•	 Kauka Under 21 Boys

2018 Women’s and Men’s Open Champions
•	 VAVA Men 
•	 NCDVA Women 

PNG Volleyball Association Inc. 
PNGVA’s 44th Annual General Assembly was held at 
the Lamana Hotel in Port Moresby on Saturday, 10th 
November, 2019.
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The Council Meeting and the Annual 
General Meeting of PNGSI was held on 
24 March 2018.

In attendance were delegates from 
the Clubs, PNGSI Constitutional lawyer 
Richard Flynn and PNGOC President Sir 
John Dawanincura.

The incoming executive members for 
2018 are: President Elizabeth Wells 
MBE, Vice President Stephen Damian, 
Secretary Carly Pini, Treasurer Sarenah 
Pini, Chief Technical Officer Kathleen 
Maskelyne, Public Relations Officer 
Stanford Kawale, Property Officer Susan 
Babao and Athlete representative 
Ashley Seeto. Beatrice Geita accepted 

an invitation on to the executive in June, 
replacing Registrar Barbara Skelton.

COMPETITION
PNGSI’s strong commitment to the 
future of aquatic sports in Papua New 
Guinea showed when they hosted a 
successful 12th Oceania Championships 
in the National Capital District, from 
25 - 30 June 2018 in the pool events 
and the open water 5km and 10km 
distances.

The Championships, spoke of the 
commitment that PNGSI holds for 
aquatic sports, overcoming adversity 
when it rose its head during the two 
years of organising the event, and with 

PNG Swimming Inc.
2018 Activity Report

Papua New Guinea Swimming Inc. (PNGSI) endeavoured to shine in all its activities 
in 2018 whether it was an educational program or a competition at the national 
or international level. The executives along with their affiliated members strove in 
the process of admirable outcomes, to achieve excellence.
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a great outcome over the six days of competition.

PNGSI sincerely thanks the corporate sponsors of the 
12th Oceania Swimming Championships. The financial 
and in kind support received allowed us to provide a 
magnificent competition under FINA rules for the athletes 
participating to showcase their talent in the pool and 
open water events. 

The Organising committee made up of PNGSI executives 
(Liz Wells, Stephen Damien, Carly Pini, and Sarenah Pini), 
OSA and its Technical Directors, PNGSI, PNGSF including 
PNG High Performance, and APEC transport and Logistics 
personnel brought to realisation a championships that we 
can all be proud of.

The efforts of all contributed in raising the overall standard 
of hosting a continental competition event of this calibre in 
Papua New Guinea. PNGSI genuinely thanks all of the Club 
volunteers that were involved in the said championships.

Two National Championship competitions held in 2018 
were: 
•	 Theodist National Long Course in Port Moresby, 
	 March 16-18. 

•	 TNT National Short Course held in Lae 22-23, 
	 September.
•	 A highlight, was the return of the Championships 
	 to Lae, hosted by LASC at the Lae International 
	 School.

International competition events in 2018 included;
•	 Vic State Open Championships: Melbourne. January 

11-14 - three swimmers represented PNG Josh Tarere, 
Leonard Kalate and Ashley Seeto under the direction 
of coach, Rob Van der Zant.

•	 NSW State Open Championships: Sydney January 19-
21 - Sam Seghers represented PNG.

 
•	 Australian Swimming Championships: Gold Coast 

February 28-Mar 3 - representing PNG were Sam 
Seghers and Ryan Maskelyne.

•	 Commonwealth Games: Gold Coast, Australia, April 
4-15 four swimmers represented Team PNG, Samuel 
Seghers, Ashley Seeto, Leonard Kalate and Josh 
Tarere. The officials were Coach, Rob Van der Zant and 
Manager, Sarenah Pini.

•	 OWS Oceania Championship Test Event: April 29, Port Moresby - 12 swimmers 
took part.

•	 12th Oceania Championships: Port Moresby PNG, June 25-30 - the PNG Swim 
Team was made up of 23 swimmers from LASC, BASC and PNG Masters under the 
guidance of Manager, Judith Meauri and Team Coaches, Shane Akara (LASC), Joe 
Meauri (BASC) and Australian Coach, Rick Van der Zant.

•	 Queensland Short Course Championships: Brisbane Aquatic Centre, August 17-
19 – Swimmer, Leonard Kalate under the guidance of Coach, Rob Van der Zant 
competed.

•	 Youth Olympic Games: Buenos Aires, Argentina, October 6-18 – Swimmer, 
Leonard Kalate and Coach/Manager Ashley Seeto represented PNG.

•	 14th FINA World SC Championships: Hangzhou, China, December, 11-16 - Four 
swimmers were named on the team. Two male athletes, Leonard Kalate, Josh 
Tarere and two female athletes, Georgia-Leigh Vele and Rehema Kalate. The 
officials were Coach, Rick Van der Zant and Manager,  Sarenah Pini.

•	 2018 McDonalds Queensland State Championships: Brisbane Aquatic Centre, 
December 15-21 – Swimmer, Ryan Maskelyne competed under the guidance of 
coach, Shaun Crow.

PATHWAYS
Over the year, with the support of PNGOC, FINA, OSA and PNGSF’s High Performance 
Centre gym and their programs a path for growth, development and education 
continued to take place.

Educational programs included;
•	 FINA World Water Polo Conference: Budapest, Hungary from 26-28 April, 2018. 

PNG Water Polo coach, Eamon Murphy attended. 

•	 FINA OWS Technical Officials Clinic: April, 27-29 in Port Moresby. Bill Ford, FINA 
Technical Open Water Swimming Committee and Open Water Technical Director 
for the 12th Oceania Championships conducted the clinic in Port Moresby. 14 
people attended.

•	 2018 ASCTA Convention: Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, May 3-6. 
Coaches, Liz Wells, Susan Babao and Jean Vava attended.

•	 FINA Technical Officials Clinic:  June 21-24. Held at the Lamana Hotel, Port 
Moresby under the expertise of FINA representative, Soren Korbo. 27 Papua 
New Guinean pool deck technical officials from LASC, BASC, schools within Port 
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Ashley Seeto competing 
for PNG in the men’s 
breastroke during the 

Commonwealth Games in 
the Gold Coast, Australia.
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Moresby and parents took part in the Clinic.

•	 High Performance Sport PNG Athlete Leadership 
Summit: Runaway Bay Super Sports Centre, Gold 
Coast, November 7-13, 2018. Attend by swimmer, 
Georgia-Leigh Vele.

•	 FINA Gold Coach Clinic: Hangzhou China December 
8-10. Attend by Coach, Liz Wells and Coach, Rick Van 
der Zant.

Another pathway for swimmers is becoming a member of 
an Athletes Commission on an international organisation.

It was announced at the OSA meeting at the FINA World 
Championships the members of the inaugural OSA 
Athletes Commission.

PNG swimmer Stanford Kawale was duly elected and 
PNG Olympian Ryan Pini also appointed with his role on 
the FINA Athletes Commission. The purpose of the OSA 
Commission is to represent the views of the Region’s elite 
aquatic athletes to OSA. Appointments to the Commission 
are for a period of four years.

PNG female Olympian, Judith Meauri took part in the 
PNGOC’s Athlete Ambassador Programme, (Team PNG 
HERO) held from August 13-17, 2018. The program will 

“Provide Athletes with Opportunities to Inspire” by being 
able to contribute meaningfully to the community and 
school visits. 

PNGSI was pleased to announce the awarding of individual 
scholarship funding to Leonard Kalate who received the 
Youth Olympic Solidarity funding which enabled him to 
compete at the Qld State SC Championships in August to 
gain race experience & times for the Youth Olympic Games

I wish to take the opportunity to sincerely thank our valued 
sponsors. The support given by our corporate sponsors 
has played an enormous part in the development of our 
sport.
 
In closing, as President, I thank all our dedicated 
volunteers, who are the lifeblood of our sport, for giving 
their time and making our sport one that we can all enjoy. 
I wish to acknowledge the support of each member of the 
Executive for the work they do on behalf of swimming 
and the community in PNG. It has been an unbelievably 
busy 12 months where we have pursued our dreams, and 
reached some goals with the support of all our sponsors 
and stakeholders. 

Elizabeth Wells, MBE
President 
Papua New Guinea Swimming Inc.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES

69



PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2018 ANNUAL REPORT & AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

70 7170 71

OLYMPIC VALUES
EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The Olympic Values Education 
Program (OVEP) is an International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) program 
that integrates sporting values and 
physical activity into a cultural and 
educational framework.

Olympic Education is grounded in 
sport or physical education and 
linked with values development. 
Both aspects help to develop 
character and make society a better 
place.

The PNG Olympic Committee 

(PNGOC) recognizes the power 
sport can play in nation-building 
and human development.
 
OVEP was launched by PNGOC 
in late 2015 in the schools and 
communities surrounding the LNG 
Plant Site in the Central province-
NCD border.

The aim of the program is for Team 
PNG athletes to promote the Olympic 
Values in schools and communities 
and for recipients to internalize the 
values and demonstrate the values 

in their lives resulting in positive community outcomes.  

The beneficiaries of the program include schools, communities and 
sporting bodies.

Project areas of the PNG LNG where the OVEP has gone to include 
Schools, communities and sporting events in Southern Highlands, Eastern 
Highlands, Morobe, East Sepik and the National Capital District.

PNGOC, as a Member of IOC is the implementing agency in country to 
promote and coordinate the Olympic Values Education Programme 
(OVEP). PNGOC trains and equips national athletes through the Team PNG 
HERO Program to deliver OVEP.

The use of elite PNG athletes who have represented the country at major 
sporting events, such as the Olympics and Pacific Games, as educators 
provides OVEP with a fantastic medium for engaging with young adults 
and children. 

Pedagogy sessions are based around an emphasis on the OVEP learning 
principles:
•	 Learning is an active, not a passive activity
•	 People learn in different ways
•	 Learning is both an individual and a cooperative activity
•	 Learning must be fun
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Team PNG HERO athletes who visited schools in the Southern Highlands in 2018
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A total of 7,354 participants took part in OVEP 
sessions in 2018. School-aged children made 
more than 85% of the total participants.

OVEP SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY VISITS IN 2018 OVEP SESSIONS DELIVERED DURING SPORTING EVENTS

OVEP was delivered in five provinces, 
National Capital District (NCD), 
Southern Highlands, Eastern 
Highlands, East Sepik and Morobe in 
2018. 

In East Sepik, eight schools were 
visited, reaching over 1,200 student 
participants. This visit is the first in 
the province and the motivation 
showed by the schools, indicated an 
interest the students had with the 
program.
 
In the Southern Highlands, schools 
in Ialibu, Pangia and Kagua districts 
took part in OVEP. Eight schools were 
visited, with over 1,700 participating 
students.

We continue to maintain our 
relationship with the Souths 

Sports Association who have been 
supportive in rolling out OVEP in the 
province.

PNGOC through a partnership with 
Athletics PNG, had booth set up 
during the Goroka Show. This is a 
first for the program to be shared at 
a non-sporting event that had mass 
attendance from the public.

The booth had over a thousand 
participants passing through, with 
mainly school-aged children taking 
part.

In NCD, OVEP was delivered in 
schools as part of the Olympic Week 
celebrations and during national and 
international sport tournaments. 
Five schools were visited with just 
over 710 students participating in 
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the sessions.

A highlight for OVEP in NCD would be the delivery of 
the program at the University of Papua New Guinea 
as part of the Civics & Ethics course, under the School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences. The program tied 
in well with Greek Philosophy and Values, a topic in 
the Civics & Ethics Course. PNGOC is now looking 
at establishing a long-term partnership with the 
University to promote Olympic Values at tertiary 
level.

OVEP continues to be shared at national, regional and 
international sporting events in the country. OVEP 
was delivered as part of the “Voices of the Athletes” 
at the Oceania Hockey Youth Olympic Games 
Qualifiers, Oceania Swimming Championships, 
National Volleyball Club Championships, National 
Squash Championship and the Oceania Under 15 
Basketball Championships.

With the extension and the greater reach of the 
program, we are always building capacity for new 
athletes to be engaged. The third batch of the Team 
PNG HERO training in 2018 had 23 athletes who 
are now trained and equipped to deliver OVEP. The 
training was fully funded by ExxonMobil through the 
OVEP Grant. The athletes not only gained training 

OVEP continues to meet its objectives of sharing the values of 
Olympism through engaging participants with different ways 
of learning. With emphasis that learning is active and always 
fun.

Participants were able to realize that the values of Friendship, 
Excellence and Respect, shared using the power of sport, can 
be easily translated to their daily lives.

We have received gratitude from students and teachers on 
the importance of knowing and understanding the values of 
Excellence, Friendship and Respect in school and in society. 
Testimonies from three participants are highlighted in the 
following case study.

OVEP REACH IN PNG FROM 2016-2018
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Team PNG HERO also 
participate in awareness 
programmes on the looking
after the environment.

An OVEP session being held in Southern Highlands in 2018.
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OVEP trip to Southern 
Highlands Province, to the 
schools in the districts of 
Ialibu-Pangia and Kagua has 
brought about a number 
of experiences from the 
participants.

The following are testimonies 
from participants, expressed 
in their own words.

Mr Mambo, Principal of Ialibu 
Lutheran Primary School 
in an interview, shared his 
experience on the importance 

of learning the Olympic Values 
in school. “These three values 
are important, as nowadays 
these values are lacking in 
schools.

As the Principal of the school, 
I’m thinking of in-servicing 
teachers or briefing them to 
reinforce these three values 
in their classrooms,” said Mr 
Mambo.

Jordan, a grade seven student 
said, “Today, I learn many 
things. You athlete team came 

to our school and taught us 
many things. Now I will learn 
to respect my class teachers, 
learn to respect my sports 
team mates. This is a part of 
life that you guys taught us, 
and we don’t use these values 
in our society.”

Stephanie, a grade six student 
said, “in my community or 
wherever I go, I think I should 
maintain the practice that 
you guys have gave us this 
afternoon. I think this is the 
best thing we should learn.”
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A student in Southern Highlands meets PNG women’s rugby sevens and boxing athlete, Debbie Kaore 
(left). Students and sports fans get to meet their sporting heroes and be inspired when they go out to 
deliver the OVEP sessions.

Students from a school in the Southern Highlands sit quietly to hear a 
presentation from Team PNG HEROs during a visit to the province.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA SPORT
EDUCATION TRAINING & 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 2018

A total of eight courses were 
supported with the grant fully 
supporting the OSEP Super training 
week which included the 8 courses 
delivered making it a total of 16 
courses with 260 participants.

In 2019, the OSEP Team Building 
and the full Managing in Sport 
Organizations is expected to be 

delivered along with the OSEP 
community-based courses.

OSEP PNG takes this opportunity 
to thank the Papua New Guinea 
Olympic Committee for its support 
with securing the grant to enable 
the successful implementation of 
the activities of OSEP 2018.
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The best highlight of 2018 is seeing the keen interest in a few innovative 
and visionary National Federations take ownership of OSEP and deliver it 
to their own members whilst opening training to other sporting interests 
to join in. This has been through the active building of partnerships on the 
basis of common ground shared. Netball Papua New Guinea continues 
to lead with its desire as the largest female organization in the country 
with the Oceania Table Tennis national federation’s support to its member 
affiliate.

127 participants in OSEP Super training; 66 with Netball, 31 with Cricket 
PNG, 17 with Port Moresby Hockey and 19 with PNG Table Tennis.

From 2017’s 83 participants to 2018’s 260 participants from 15 national 
federations (27%) out of 48 sports in Papua New Guinea led to an increase 
of more than 100 percent in 2018 demonstrating growing interest in OSEP 
courses.

Its dynamic learning proving valuable as it compels participants to taking 
action. This growth is also due to the tacit emphasis by the PNG Olympic 
Committee to set minimum standards of qualification and currency for 
all intending candidates for positions in both technical and management 
capacity on Team PNG.

SUMMARY

It was great to see the keen interest in some National Federations taking 
ownership of OSEP and delivering it to their own members.
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There was a good mixture of participants in the 2018 
MOSO II  intakes.

It is important to point out that in addition to Elizabeth 
Wells, current President of Swimming PNG Inc., it is also 
encouraging to have had four lead executives completing 
the programme. Those executives being – Nick Daroya, 
Hannah Bennet, John Cholai and Iammo Launa.

Dedicated volunteers in Cheryl Amini and Nancy Palin, 
and participating elite athletes in Nigel Bana, Vavine Yore 
and Kilala Owen also completed the course.

We also acknowledged the commitment of sports 
stalwarts, Stephen Damien, Mary Nauga and Chris Amini.

A real big plus from this training 
is that Sports Education in Papua 
New Guinea has been revamped 
through the Oceania Sport Education 
Program.

Supporting a real boost also is the 
current discussions on the National 
Sports Policy review with hopes for 
this policy to be in place by 2019. 
It has been noted that much data 
needs to be collected, assessed and 
recorded.

PNGOC is determined to develop its 
function as a training provider and 
develop a database on all sports 
training and sports trainers to begin 
the critical process of mapping 
out sport education, training and 
development in the country.

The July training was impactful and 
the OSEP Grant was instrumental in 
the successful running of the OSEP 
training which occurred from 7th – 
14th, 2018 in Port Moresby.

Karate athlete, Nigel Bana was one of those who did the MOSO II course in 2018 which is run by OSEP.

MOSO PNG II 2018 – SUMMARY
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Participants who completed the MOSO II course in 2018:
1.	 Nick Daroya, President, Basketball Federation of PNG
2.	 Hannah Bennet, President, Port Moresby Gymnastics Club and later 

PNG Gymnastics who has left the country since October 2018 and still 
involved in the sport in Australia.

3.	 John Cholai, President, Taekwondo PNG.
4.	 Iammo Launa, Interim President, PNG Olympians
5.	 Stephen Damien, CEO BFPNG
6.	 Cheryl Kalo Amini – Cricket PNG Volunteer
7.	 Nigel Bana – PNGOC OVEP & HERO & Karate elite athlete
8.	 Mary Nauga – PNG Sports Foundation and Port Moresby Hockey 

Volunteer
9.	 Vavine Markie Yore – PNGOC HERO & elite athlete Touch football
10.	 Nancy Palin – Port Moresby Softball and Softball PNG (Women)
11.	 Kilala Sunema Owen – Netball PNG elite athlete
12.	 Chris Amini – PNGOC
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PNGOC CORPORATE PARTNERS

The Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee is a non-government, not-for-profit organisation committed to inspire and 
unite Papua New Guineans through sporting excellence and success. PNGOC is a believer of sport as an enabler for 
sustainable and inclusive development. It is our responsibility to select, send and fund Team PNG to the Olympic Games, 
Commonwealth Games and Pacific Games. This is achieved by working with our member national sports federations and 
with the support of our sponsors and partners, through fundraising events and with the backing of the Government. The 
PNG Olympic Committee is grateful for the wonderful support of our sponsors and partners which helps our Team PNG 
athletes achieve their dreams.

BELIEVE. EXCEL. INSPIRE


