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“To inspire and unite

Papua New Guineans 

through sporting

Excellence

and Success”

‘To inspire and unite 
Papua New Guineans 
through sporting 
Excellence
and Success.’

OUR VISION
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To be the Best Performing

Pacific National Olympic 

Committee and achieve Team 

PNG Games Succeess by 

Partnering with GOVERNMENT, 

our SPONSORS and the

Olympic Movement,

enhancing the Capacity and 

Capabilities of our Member 

National Federations.

To be the Best Performing 
Pacific National Olympic 
Committee and achieve 
Team PNG Games Success by 
partnering with GOVERNMENT, 
our SPONSORS and the Olympic 
Movement, enhancing the 
Capacity and Capabilities of our 
Member National Federations.

OUR MISSION
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We are a values-based 

organisation that maintains 

its integrity by showing our 

commitment to our valuse of 

Honesty, Excelence, Respect

and Openness. These values

assist us in achieving our

Mission and Vision.

We are a values-based 
organisation that maintains 
its integrity by showing our 
commitment to our values 
of Honesty, Excellence, 
Respect and Openness. 
These values assist us in 
achieving our Mission and 
Vision.

OUR VALUES
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The role of the Executive 
Board is to oversee 
the governance of the 
organisation. The term of 
board members is four 
years with the current 
term ending in 2020. 
All Board positions are 
voluntary.

THE
EXECUTIVE 
BOARD

Randy Varma, MBE
LIFE MEMBER

VEITU DIRO, MBE
LIFE MEMBER

PNGOC
LIFE MEMBERS
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Sir John N. Dawanincura, Kt, OBE
PRESIDENT

Mel Donald, OBE
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

Michael Henao
MALE VICE PRESIDENT

Emma Waiwai, OL
FEMALE VICE PRESIDENT

Tamzin Wardley, LM
TREASURER

Syd Yates, OBE
CHAIRMAN FUNDRAISING
COMMITTEE

Faye-Zina Lalo
LEGAL ADVISOR

Auvita Rapilla, ML
SECRETARY GENERAL
IOC MEMBER

Ryan Pini, MBE
CHAIR - ATHLETES 
COMMISSION

Lua Rikis
DEPUTY CHAIR - ATHLETES 
COMMISSION
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The PNG Olympic Committee has one Commission 
and five separate Committees. Each focuses on 
specific agendas and play a role in providing support, 
development and awareness to them.

These Committees are made up of members of the PNG 
Olympic Committee Executive Board, Management 
as well as representatives from National Federations, 
sponsors and partners and selected individuals. 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

SPECIAL
COMMITTEES

Michael Henao is the 
Chairperson of the 

Justification Committee.
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PNGOC COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS

1 COMMISSION COMMITTEES5
PNG Athletes Commission Justification Committee

Marketing & Revenue Committee
Gender Equity Committee
Uniform Committee
Technical Evaluation Committee
Team PNG Performance Committee

Committees are 
made up of members
of the PNGOC Board,
Team PNG athletes,
National Federation

representatives,
Sponsors and Partners,
selected individuals.

Each 
Committee and 
Commission 
has a specific 
role to play 
focusing 
on special 
interests and 
goals.

Believe. Excel. Inspire
Honesty
Excellence
Respect
Openness

10MembersMembers

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Athletes Commission (newly elected at 2019 Pacific Games)
Ryan Pini (Chairperson) - Swimming, Lua Rikis (Deputy Chairperson) - Netball, 
Milton Kisapai - Hockey, Lois Garena - Volleyball, Toua Udia - Weightlifting, Lorraine 
Harry - Weightlifting, Vagi Henry - Powerliftng, Judith Meauri - Swimming, Nigel 
Bana - Karate, Raphaella Baki - Boxing, Karo Lelai (ONOC AC Chairperson).

Justification Committee
Michael Henao (Chairperson), Auvita Rapilla (Secretary General), Karo Lelai 
(Athletes Commission Chairperson or alternative)*, Janet Gimots (NSI Director), 
Ralph Tarasomo (NF Representative), Julienne Leka-Maliaki (NF Representative), 
Kinivanagi Karo (NF Representative).
*prior to AC elections conducted at 2019 Pacific Games

Technical Evaluation Committee
Emma Waiwai (CdM Samoa 2019 Pacific Games), Andrew Lepani, Chris Amini.

Gender Equity Committee
Emma Waiwai (Chairperson), Michael Henao (Deputy -Chairperson), Suluet 
Tarasomo (PNGSF Women in Sport Rep), Raphaella Baki (Athletes Rep), Milton 
Kisapai (Athletes Rep), Vacant (UNWomen Rep), Vacant (Men of Honour Rep).

Team PNG Performance Committee
Auvita Rapilla (Chairperson),  Tamzin Wardley, Emma Waiwai, Andrew Lepani

Uniforms Committee
Tamzin Wardley (CdM Tokyo2020), Lois Garena (Athletes Rep), Auvita Rapilla 
(Secretary General).

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We are experiencing continual changes 
in these times, and 2019 has been no 
different. Nonetheless our collective 
efforts were focused  towards 
maintaining a unique combination 
of reach, relevance and resources 
to aid our athletes, members, and 
stakeholders.
Our activities and purpose were 
given a further boost with the official 
move in early March 2019 to the PNG 
Olympic Haus on Lahara Avenue, 
Boroko, Port Moresby.

We were privileged and fortunate that 
the International Olympic Committee 
President, Thomas Bach, scheduled his 
travel to the country in early May, to 
officially open the PNG Olympic Haus.

We were also fortunate that he 
witness the signing of the MoU 
between the PNGOC and PNGSF 
on May 9th 2019, in the presence of 
former Prime Minister, Hon. Peter 
O’Niell prior to his departure on the 9th 
May.

Owning our own Headquarters has 
always been my vision, and we realised 
this from part of the 2015 Pacific 
Games Legacy funds : To provide 
adequate resources and capacity 
building opportunities from our Lahara 
property.

I am excited about the opportunities 
and partnerships that this location 
will offer to the organisation and 

our members :From the training 
and conference rooms, internet and 
computers facilities at the resource 
centre and on-site training and access 
from the dedicated staff.

We recognise the inherent value of 
networking and thank our valued 
partners and sponsors who made it  
possible and relatable in 2019 : From 
our valued Trukai Fun Run, luncheons, 
workshops, ceremonial openings, golf 
challenge, programs, the Pacific Games 
and events.

National Federations and Athletes 
were there to assist  us to excel in our 
efforts to make it a success, and for 
that  the Executive Board and I  thank 
you.

I take this opportunity to acknowledge 
each of our partners, namely:
1. Government of Papua New Guinea
2. PNG Sports Foundation
3. Trukai Industries
4. Kumul Petroleum Holdings Limited
5. Air Niugini
6. Capital Insurance Group
7. ExxonMobil
8. SP Brewery
9. The National
10. Coral Sea Hotels
11. IBSU University
12. Blue 7 Team
13. Media Partners
14. Theodist; and
15. Nambawan Trophy Haus

“ONE TEAM ONE DREAM”

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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Without the support of all of our Stakeholders we would not have 
achieved many of our Goals in 2019.

A Pacific Games year is always a mammoth year in the PNGOC calendar 
of events. Samoa indeed was a spectacle that had so many expectations 
and thrills.

One of the more striking demonstrations of our efforts and resilience 
was displayed in week two of the Pacific Games. Having witnessed the 
trough of emotions from organisation, execution and participation, 
and culminating in the creation of history by having Team PNG win  its 
most ever medals on foreign soil at the Samoa 2019 Pacific Games, I am 
excited about what the future holds for Team PNG.

A special mention goes out to the female athletes who took home 67% 
of the gold won at the games by Team PNG. You have done your country 
proud and ultimately inspired the next generation of female athletes. 
Again, I reiterate, these are changing times.

It would be remiss of me not to mention other worthy moments from 
the games such as athletics, weightlifting, powerlifting, boxing, tennis 
and touch football who contributed immensely to our surge to second 
place overall on the games ladder with their combined medal efforts. 
Touch Football walked away with three (3) gold medals on offer and our 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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women’s football team who successfully defended their 
gold medal for the fifth Pacific Games in a row, what a 
feat.

Our very own Sprint Queen Toea Wisil should be proud 
of her efforts as we are of her. Toea won four (4) golds 
and one (1) silver, and in the process completed a historic 
games triple by winning the 100m, 200m and 400m for 
the third successive Pacific Games.

To our 2019 Pacific Games flagbearer, Abigail Tere-
Apisah, leading from the front, you did your sport, Team 
PNG and Country proud with your dominance on the 
court resulting in three (3) gold and one (1) silver medal.
I take this opportunity to Congratulate Emma Waiwai, 
Team PNG Chef de Mission for 2019 Pacific Games, 
and her Management Team for their tireless efforts in 
assisting to achieve an outstanding outcome. And for 
that matter I also congratulate all the Athletes and Team 
Officials for their contribution in our Success in Samoa.

Every day we have been networking and leveraging our 
members, volunteers, partners and stakeholders, culture 
and resources to address the challenges facing our 
organisation and community. We continue to plan for the 
future though new initiatives such as the Athlete Friendly 
Company, Sustainable Practices, Athlete Scholarships, 
Resource expansion for the resource centre and the NF 
Hub. Again, these are changing times.

“Having witnessed the 
trough of emotions from 
organisation, execution 

and participation, 
and culminating in the 
creation of history by 
having Team PNG win 
its most ever medals 
on foreign soil at the 
Samoa 2019 Pacific 

Games, I am excited 
about what the future 
holds for Team PNG.”

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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At the PNGOC we have bold ideas and aspirations for the future for 
what we can potentially be and give. It is only through our values, 
stakeholders, willingness and members that together we will be able to 
enact and carry out these ideas and aspirations.

It takes a team to maintain this organisation: From my fellow Executives 
who willingly volunteer their time, to the National Federations, your 
Athletes, Associates and volunteers. As I recount on the year that has 
been, the accomplishments are the result of our collaborative efforts. 
Thank you One and All.

As Papua New Guineans and a sporting community, we look forward to 
further contributions as we utilise Sport to further Promote National 
Unity and Pride.

Sir John N. Dawanincura, Kt, OBE
President

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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SECRETARY GENERAL’S

2019 was an exceptional year for the Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee 2019 was an exceptional year for the Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee 
(PNGOC) with significant moments spread throughout the calendar. (PNGOC) with significant moments spread throughout the calendar. 

Our dream of having our own permanent home was fully realised with Our dream of having our own permanent home was fully realised with 
the official opening of the PNG Olympic Haus by the International Olympic the official opening of the PNG Olympic Haus by the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach.Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach.
Team PNG attended the 2019 Pacific Games in Samoa, with our motto being Team PNG attended the 2019 Pacific Games in Samoa, with our motto being 
One Team One Dream. The motto aptly portrayed the unity of purpose for One Team One Dream. The motto aptly portrayed the unity of purpose for 

Team PNG. Team PNG. 
The same unity of purpose was evident in everything the PNGOC did in The same unity of purpose was evident in everything the PNGOC did in 
2019 to achieve our goals and work towards our vision of inspiring and 2019 to achieve our goals and work towards our vision of inspiring and 

uniting Papua New Guineans through sporting excellence and success.uniting Papua New Guineans through sporting excellence and success.

REPORT
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ACTIVITIES IN 2019
The work of the PNGOC is guided by our strategic plan 
and focused under the plan’s five key result areas (KRAs). 
The first of those KRAs is to work towards being the 
best performing NOC in the Pacific with a focus in 2019 
on governance, management, resource mobilization and 
knowledge capture.

OFFICIAL OPENING: Sir John Dawanincura (left) and IOC President, Thomas Bach unveil the plaque to officially open the new PNG 
Olympic Haus in Port Moresby on Thursday 9 May, 2019.

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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The most significant development for the PNGOC 
in 2019 was the realization of a long held dream to 
acquire our own office property when IOC President 
Thomas Bach opened the new PNG Olympic Haus in 
May. The PNG Olympic Haus now provides a lasting 
base for the PNGOC to sustainably operate and grow 
from and provide the services and facilities needed to 
support our members.

The PNGOC Annual General Assembly was held in 
June where our unqualified audited financial reports 
were presented to and accepted by the membership. 
The member national federations agreed to a change 
of our constitution to reflect the responsible use of 
performance reserve funding into the future. The 

members also unanimously agreed to Fencing Papua 
New Guinea becoming our fortieth national federation 
member. 

The Secretariat provided support to the work of the 
PNG Athletes Commission (PNGAC). In the lead up to 
the 2019 Pacific Games, the PNGAC was committed to 
ensuring the athlete voice was heard in the justification 
process of athletes and officials to Team PNG for the 
Games. The PNGAC was on also hand to provide advice 
and guidance for athletes who appealed against non-
selection, as well as raising issues that were related to 
athlete welfare and safeguarding.

Lua Rikis and Milton Kisapai were present at the 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Sports Representatives 
contributing to the discussions 
during the Annual General 
Assembly held at the Gateway 
Hotel in Port Moresby. 
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Fencing PNG became the 40th 
member of the PNG Olympic 
Committee. They were voted in
this year during the AGA.

Pacific Games in Samoa as Athlete Representatives for Team PNG 
and witnessed the election of the new members to the PNGAC. The 
members of the new PNGAC who will serve their four year term until 
the 2023 Pacific Games are Chairperson Ryan Pini (Swimming), Deputy 
Chairperson Lua Rikis (Netball), Milton Kisapai (Hockey), Judith Meauri 
(Judith Meauri), Nigel Bana (Karate), Lorraine Harry (Weightlifting), 
Toua Udia (Weightlifting), Lois Garena (Volleyball), Vagi Henry 
(Powerlifting) and Raphaella Baki (Boxing).

The PNGOC recognizes the efforts of the outgoing PNGAC members 
who completed their term in 2019, Chris Amini, Nellie Tetaga, Linda 
Pulsan, Moha Mea, Kapu Kapi and Nelson Stone. Outgoing Chairperson 
Karo Lelai remains a member as part of the new PNGAC due to her 
position as ONOC AC Chairperson. 

By virtue of their positions as Athletes Commission’s Chairperson and 
Deputy Chairperson respectively, Ryan Pini and Lua Rikis became new 
members of the PNGOC Executive Board this year. Their appointments 
maintained the 3:2 ratio of female to male board members on our 
Executive.

The ten new AC members were assigned to the various PNGOC 
committees to ensure the athletes’ view is represented. 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

 21



22

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

In line with their goal to raise awareness and generate 
discussion on gender issues at all levels of sport, 
the Gender Equity Committee delivered a session to 
a rural community in Hula village with community 
sports volunteers and teachers. Similar sessions will be 
delivered in the other regions of PNG in 2020.

PNGOC recognizes the importance of ensuring the 
wellbeing of our athletes. This year the Executive 
Board adopted the NOC’s Athlete Safeguarding Policy, 
which provides clarity to NOC staff, volunteers and 
our members NFs on the definitions of harassment 
and abuse and lucidity on how related issues will be 
managed by PNGOC with an emphasis on education in 
this important area.

In our efforts to modernize our business practices, 
the PNGOC completed the switch to Microsoft 365 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

(L-R) Panel host, Andrew (L-R) Panel host, Andrew 
Lepani with NRL stars, Lepani with NRL stars, 
Johanthan Thurston andJohanthan Thurston and
Brent Tate sharing theirBrent Tate sharing their
experiences during theexperiences during the

Auctions in Port Moresby.Auctions in Port Moresby.

This year’s Trukai Fun Run was another enjoyble This year’s Trukai Fun Run was another enjoyble 
event attended by many. It was held at a new route event attended by many. It was held at a new route 

which was along Paga ring road in Port Moresby.which was along Paga ring road in Port Moresby.
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as our operating software. The switch has allowed the secretariat to 
strengthen our data management and archiving capabilities and has 
provided new internal and external communication options to help 
make our work more efficient and effective. 

Raising the funds needed to cover the Games budget for Team PNG 
to the 2019 Pacific Games was an immense task. A big part of raising 
funds was through our two major fundraising events, the Trukai Fun 
Run and the Prime Minister’s Corporate Golf events. 

The Trukai Fun Run celebrated 20 years of Trukai sponsorship by 
successfully staging the event in centers through PNG including Port 
Moresby, Lae, Ramu, Madang, Kokopo, Alotau and Goroka. The route 
in Port Moresby saw participants enjoy Ela Beach and Fairfax Harbour 
views as they ran from the Paga Hill Ring Road to the Sir Hubert Murray 
Stadium and back. 

To commemorate the twenty year milestone rugby league legends 
from the North Queensland Cowboys Jonathon Thurston and Brent 
Tate added some star power to the Trukai Fun Run shirt auctions held 
in Port Moresby and Lae and helped to see over 96,000 fun shirts sold. 
The success of the event is reliant on the hardworking staff of Trukai 
and the great support received from stakeholders including the Royal 
PNG Constabulary, PNG Defence Force, Correctional Services St Johns, 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

New members of the PNG Athletes Commission elected in 2019 with outgoing Chairperson, Karo Lelai (far right).
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NCDC and PNG Sports Foundation.

With the support of The National newspaper, the Prime 
Minister’s Corporate Golf Challenges in Lae and Port 
Moresby saw a total of 48 organizations playing for 
the Team PNG cause. It was great to see the challenge 
return to Lae after a couple of years of absence with 
Comsat Goroka winning the top prize. The team from 
Bank of PNG took home the spoils from the Port 
Moresby challenge. 

Recognising our sporting heroes is an important part of 
inspiring others and the 2019 SP Sports Awards once 
again provided the opportunity to acknowledge the 
fantastic efforts of the special individuals who make 
sport in PNG. Six Team PNG members were finalists in 
the various award categories of the 2019 awards with 
Steven Kari and Dika Toua taking out the Athlete of the 

year awards in both Male and Female categories. 
Guest Speaker and gold medal Olympian, Australian 
Beach Volleyball athlete Kerri Pottharst shared with the 
audience at the presentation night stories of her career 
and the secrets of her success.

There was a special announcement of the 
introduction of a new award, the Stan Joyce Award, as 
acknowledgement of the fantastic support the outgoing 
SP Brewery Managing Director has provided. The award 
will recognise individuals and organisations that have 
provided significant support to sport in PNG.
 
We also recognised those special PNG sporting icons 
whose achievements have elevated our nation, through 
our fifth PNG Sports Hall of Fame induction ceremony. 
PNG’s most dominant athletics athlete and Olympian 
Iammo Launa, multi-Pacific Games gold medalist and 

INDUCTED: (R-L) Wife of the late Sibona Oka with lawn bowler, Geua Vada Tau and multisport sensation, Iammo 
Gapi Launa with their commemorative plaques.

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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weightlifter Sibona Oka and Commonwealth Games gold medalist in 
lawn bowls Geua Tau were inducted into the Hall of Fame in November.

Learning and professional development is key to the development 
of our NOC. In 2019 we were proud to see PNGOC’s Performance 
Coordinator Chris Amini become the first participant from PNG to 
complete the International Coaching Enrichment Certificate Program. 
His project focused on developing an elite level course to build the 
capacity of Team PNG coaches. Sports Education Coordinator Alurigo 
Ravusiro has embarked on her MEMOS journey, which will see her 
work on a project focused on exploring the benefits to national 
federations from sports diplomacy. Games Coordinator Asiani Vagi 
benefited from her involvement in the ORADO anti-doping curriculum 
development team, which also allowed her to spend some time with 
the New Zealand Olympic Committee learning from their games 
management practices.

Team PNG Games Success is the second of our KRAs. A Pacific Games 
year is always one that provides an increased workload for the NOC, 
from resource mobilization to Games preparation and management. 
The Pacific Games always signify the biggest of Games for Team PNG in 
terms of team size and participation and the Samoa 2019 Pacific Games 
saw Team PNG compete in 26 sports on the program with 473 athletes 
and officials experiencing the magic of the Pacific Games and the warm 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

The PNG men’s Touch Rugby team celebrate their victory after winning gold against Samoa at the Pacific Games in Apia, Samoa.
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hospitality of the Samoan people. 

Team PNG created history in Samoa by winning our 
most ever medals on foreign soil and in the process 
finishing second on the medal tally with 39 gold and 
131 overall medals. Our female athletes once again 
outperformed their male counterparts by winning 29 
gold medals, or 67% of the gold won by Team PNG.  

Athletics with 14 gold medals, weightlifting with 8 
gold, powerlifting with 6 gold and boxing, tennis 
and touch with 3 gold medals each were the sports 
who contributed the most to our medal tally. Special 
mention is given to touch for winning all 3 gold medals 
on offer for their sport and our women’s football team 
who defended their gold medal for the fifth Pacific 
Games in a row. We were also extremely proud of 
the efforts of Toea Wisil who won 4 gold medals and 
one silver, in the process completing a historic Games 
triple-triple by winning the 100m, 200m and 400m for 
the 3rd Pacific Games in a row. Toea was recognized 
for her Pacific Games exploits when she was awarded 
the ANOC award for best Oceania female athlete at the 
Pacific Games.

Team PNG Flagbearer for the Samoa Pacific Games, 
Abigail Tere-Apisah was another standout performer. 
Abigail’s dominance on the tennis courts in Apia saw 
her win 3 gold medals and a silver medal.

The PNGOC together with athletes, coaches and 
executives from the sports analyzed our performances 
from the 2019 Pacific Games at a Games Evaluation 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Toea Wisil Toea Wisil 
dorminateddorminated

the women’s the women’s 
athleticsathletics

competitioncompetition
winning fourwinning four
gold medalsgold medals
and a silverand a silver

to complete ato complete a
triple-triple by triple-triple by 

winning thewinning the
100m, 200m and 100m, 200m and 

400m races.400m races.
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workshop held in August. Team PNG’s Chef de Mission to Samoa, 
Emma Waiwai shared her thoughts on the Games feedback received 
from athletes and officials. The workshop provided the opportunity 
to reflect and evaluate aspects of performance that can be improved 
for future Games. It also allowed for sports to give feedback to the 
PNGOC on our team selection and justification process and the services 
provided to sports as part of preparation for the Games and during the 
Games. The increased emphasis on medical and physiotherapy support 
was acknowledged by sports. 

Focus in 2019 was also on the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games and 
ensuring all requirements were attended to. Chef de Mission Tamzin 
Wardley’s participation at the Chef de Mission seminar and Olympic 
Solidarity 2019 Oceania Forum provided additional information needed 
to ensure the NOC’s planning and preparation for the Games is at 
the standard expected for our athletes to have an exceptional Games 
experience.

Tokyo 2020 Olympic Solidarity scholarship holders, Dika Toua, Morea 
Baru, Sam Seghers, Toea Wisil and Rellie Kaputin continued to benefit 
from the funding support as they worked towards their Olympic 
qualification dreams.

The PNGOC’s work is made possible through the partnerships we 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Abigail Tere-Apisah was a standout performer at the Pacific Games in Samoa winining three gold medals and a silver.
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share with our stakeholders. Ensuring that we maintain 
active, complimentary and value-adding partnerships 
with our key stakeholders is the focus of our third 
KRA. In 2019 our partnership with Government was 
enhanced through the signing of a MOU with the PNG 
Sports Foundation, which was witnessed by the IOC 
President and the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea. 
The MOU clarifies areas of cooperation between 
both organizations and will strengthen our working 
relationship.

This year also saw PNGOC involved in the process of 
reviewing and drafting the National Sports Policy. Lead 
by the PNG Sports Foundation, the process is close to 
its end and the Policy should be launched in early 2020. 
The policy will provide guidance to sport implementers 
for the next 30 years under the theme of securing the 
nation’s future through integrated sport development 
and sport for sustainable human development.  

We value the support we receive from the IOC, 
ONOC and the Commonwealth and Pacific Games 
movements we are a part of. We also strive to 
ensure we value add to these movements through 
our representation on their various committees and 
involvement in various initiatives. We congratulate our 
new Athletes Commission Chairperson Ryan Pini for 
being re-elected to the role of Pacific Games Council 
Athletes Representative at the Samoa Pacific Games. 
Ryan was also confirmed this year by the IOC as one 
of 30 candidates up for election to the IOC Athletes 
Commission with voting to take place at the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic Games. 
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Fellow PNG Athletes Commission member and NOC Programs 
Coordinator Milton Kisapai assisted the Guam Athletes Commission 
develop their Olympic Values Education Program (OVEP) when he 
travelled to Guam in November to facilitate an OVEP training session.

Milton was also recognized for his commitment to promote the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) when he was invited to 
represent PNG at the UNESCO sponsored Asia/Pacific SDGs and Sport 
funshop in Korea. 

The NOC welcomed our new Corporate Manager, Ian Leklek to the role 
in early 2019. Ian has prioritized our efforts to develop commercial 
activation strategies with our sponsors and maintain the value they 
receive from their support of Team PNG. 

The PNGOC will continue to look for opportunities to expand our 
stakeholder network and bring value to our existing partnerships.

PNGOC understands the vital role National Federations play in the 
delivery of sport in the country and the unique and often trying 
circumstances they face. Enhancing the capability of our National 
Federations is our fourth KRA. 2019 saw considerable focus on working 
with NFs to improve their governance. Through the efforts of our 
Governance and Compliance Officer, Desmond Kaviagu, an effective 
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PNG Prime Minister, 
Peter O’Neill (left) 
met IOC President, 

Thomas Bach 
during the signing 

of the MoU between 
the PNG Sports 
Foundation and 

the PNG Olympic 
Committee.
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governance and compliance tracking system is in place 
which monitors the status of each NF in relation to the 
key membership requirements of the NOC. Support 
was also provided to assist NFs with the process of 
becoming a recognized incorporated association under 
Government law. 

An exciting development in 2019 has been the 
launching of the NF Hub. The NF Hub provides a 
free, user-friendly and simple web-based solution to 
many key issues affecting NFs. Powered by Microsoft 
Office SharePoint Online, the NF Hub is a PNGOC 
communication site accessible to each NF. Each NF also 
has their own site on NF Hub to upload key documents, 
latest news and events, general information on their 
sport and securely store information online. One-on-
one sessions with NFs were held in November and 

December to introduce the NF Hub to our sports, take 
them through key governance areas and provide them 
with the opportunity to raise important issues with the 
PNGOC.

The delivery of Oceania Sports Education Program 
courses has been our main approach to enhancing the 
capability of NFs. There were 17 OSEP training courses 
delivered in 2019 with 284 participants certified. 
Included in the courses delivered were the OSEP Team 
Managers course and OSEP Strength and Conditioning 
courses delivered for the first times in PNG. The courses 
targeted Team PNG selected officials in a concerted 
effort to develop the capacity of the key members of 
our athletes’ entourages. The NOC has also promoted 
the “Building Better Management” OSEP online 
learning course with NFs as a means to improve their 
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An online space on Microsoft An online space on Microsoft 
360 called the ‘NF Hub’ has 360 called the ‘NF Hub’ has 
been created for NFs to access been created for NFs to access 
as a communication tool with as a communication tool with 
the  PNGOC.the  PNGOC.
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sports management capacity.

As recognized by all, athletes are at the heart of 
the sporting movement. The PNGOC’s fifth KRA 
focuses on providing athletes with opportunities 
to inspire others and pursue their own ambitions.

Every year our activities linked to Olympic Day 
on June 23rd provide an opportunity for PNGOC 
and our HERO athletes to promote Olympism. 
This year we had school students take part in 
Olympic Values activities at our new office, 
which included learning about the history of 
the Olympics, the role of a National Olympic 
Committee within the Olympic Movement and 
meet some of PNG’s Olympians.  

On Olympic Day we took the sports of fencing, 
karate, basketball and boxing to members of the 
community through a sports demonstration day 
open to the public at Ela Beach. It was great to 
see many mothers and children from the nearby 
village of Wanigela take part in the fun-filled 
interactive sessions and try, what was for many, a 
new sport for the first time. 

Our Team PNG HERO athletes also took the 
Olympic Values of Excellence, Friendship and 
Respect through the Olympic Values Education 
Program (OVEP) to schools and communities 
throughout the country, where their interaction 
with children of PNG was as rewarding for them 
as it was for the members of the communities.
The highlight of OVEP in 2019 was the visit to the 

“ ”
“I enjoyed (the OVEP 
session) because it 
didn’t just help me
to be fit but also to

do teamwork”
- Santania Katato,
Age 14.
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A young woman 
reaches for the 
ball during an 

activity with the 
PNG Basketball 

Federation as part of 
the events marking 
the 2019 Olympic 
Day. It was hosted

by the PNG
Olympic Committee 

at Ela Beach in
Port Moresby.

 33



34

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

schools and a community in Lake Kutubu in the 
Southern Highlands Province. Over the course of a 
week, Team PNG HERO Athletes Dennis Kopman, 
Nigel Bana, Raphaela Baki-Kaore, Betty Angula 
and Programs Coordinator Milton Kisapai visited 
Mubi Primary School, Tanuga Primary School, Lake 
Kutubu Primary School, Lake Kutubu Secondary 
School, Sisipia Primary School and Fogomau 
Primary School, reaching more than 1200 students 
and a village community in Lake Kutubu.

In addition to the OVEP sessions conducted in 
the schools, every afternoon Karate athletes 
Nigel and Dennis, Boxing athlete Raphaela and 
Basketball athlete Betty, ran training session 
in their respective sports with members of the 
local community of Fogomau, where the athletes 
resided. The impact of the visit on the community 
was expressed by Anne Hewago, the President of 
for Kutubu LLG Women’s Council.

“It was a great honor to have you and the team 
here with us in Kutubu. It was a great blessings 
to my people of Kutubu, especially children, 
youths and parents; you and the team members 
presence, inspirational messages and the spirit of 
sharing and caring was amazing; you and the team 

touched our hearts, broke our heats and stole our 
hearts away.”

Basketball athlete Betty Angula upon returning 
home to Mt Hagen after the 2019 Pacific Games 
conducted OVEP sessions with five schools in 
Mt Hagen. The schools visited were Mt Hagen 
Secondary School, Mt Hagen United Primary 
School, Mt Hagen Tarangau Primary School, Mt 
Hagen Holy Trinity Primary School and Mt Hagen 
Rabiamul Primary School. 

The PNG Under 17 Basketball squads were also 
taken through OVEP sessions as part of team 
building and motivation prior to their participation 
in the U/17 FIBA Oceania Championships in New 
Caledonia.

OVEP sessions were also used as motivation for 
boxing athletes vying for a spot in the final squad 
leading up to 2019 Pacific Games. Boxing athlete 
Raphaella Baki organized the sessions and she also 
delivered OVEP sessions as part of her Kamapim 
Boxing Meri program. Raphaella organized a clinic 
for thirty-six women and girls to promote boxing 
as a way to build self-confidence, develop skills 
and stay healthy through physical activity in line 
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with the Olympic values.

An OVEP Booth was set up at the inaugural Hevea Cup and Wellness 
Expo, which was the first ever sports and wellness expo in PNG. Run 
by the Grass Skirt Project, the Hevea Cup saw a Rugby League 9’s 
tournament ran simultaneously with a health and wellness expo to 
commemorate the International Women’s Day. Over 4000 people of 
all ages visited the OVEP Booth to learn about the Olympic Values and 
reflect on how they could display friendship, excellence and respect in 
their everyday actions.

The Olympic Values were also promoted as part of celebrations held 
to commemorate the National Women and Girls Sports Day and the 
International Day of Sport for Development and Peace. Both events 
were organized by the PNG Sports Foundation and saw Team PNG 
HERO athletes deliver fun activities as part of the OVEP sessions. Team 
PNG Karate Athletes Nigel Bana and Julius Piku also ran self-defense 
lessons for all girls that participated in OVEP. The following is a quote 
from a student when asked if she enjoyed taking part in OVEP: “I 
enjoyed (the OVEP session) because it didn’t just help me to be fit but 
also to do teamwork” - Santania Katato, Age 14.

A fun and interactive values based active learning program, OVEP 
continues to reach far and wide through the support of Exxon Mobil 

PNG Karate athlete, PNG Karate athlete, 
Nigel Bana taking Nigel Bana taking 
children for some children for some 

basic Karate training in basic Karate training in 
Fogomau, Lake Kutubu Fogomau, Lake Kutubu 

during a visit to the during a visit to the 
area for the OVEP.area for the OVEP.
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Papua New Guinea, promoting the spirit of Olympism.

Celebrating World Water Day at the invitation of World 
Vision, Team PNG HERO athletes raised awareness on 
the issue of plastic waste through the Love Your Coast 
program at Hagara Primary School. It was a whole 
school event with over 300 students participating in the 
program.

The Love Your Coast program was also incorporated 
into the World Vision organized Hanuabada village 
Clean Up program, which focused on water and 
sanitation issues faced by the villagers. 
The Team PNG HERO athletes carried 
out awareness and clean up 
activities in different 
locations of the village. 

We conducted our 4th Team PNG HERO 
training in November. The program saw 
25 HERO athletes become the 
first to complete and receive 
certificates for both the 
Team PNG HERO 
training and 
IOC 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Balloons were released Balloons were released 
to signify the launch to signify the launch 
of the National Sports of the National Sports 
Day for Women and Day for Women and 
Girls.Girls.

25 Team PNG athletes completed the HERO training programme. They became the first to complete and receive 
certificates for both the Team PNG HERO training and IOC Career+ program.
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Career+ program. Covering a range of topics from the Olympic values 
and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to presentation skills 
and goal-setting, our 25 HERO athlete role models are ready to be 
agents of change and help build a better PNG through sport. The 
message we tell our HERO athletes is that they can draw on the same 
values and attributes that have made them successful in their sport to 
allow them to become successful in their lives outside of sport. They 
should inspire others not just from what they achieve on the sporting 
fields but also through what they do off the sporting field.

Eight athletes were accepted into the Athlete Excellence Program, a 
partnership with the Institute of Business Studies University, which 
offers scholarships to athletes for their diploma and certificate courses. 
Six athletes graduated with three athletes recognized for achieving 
grades that placed them in the top three students of their classes.

As part of our annual sponsors luncheon, we launched our Athlete 
Friendly Company program, which aims to provide athletes with 
employment opportunities with companies who join the program. 
Early success through the program has seen two athletes being 
employed in the sales sector. 

More work will be done in 2020 to continue to provide our athletes 
with opportunities to inspire.
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The fourth batch of The fourth batch of 
Team PNG athletes Team PNG athletes 

undertook studies at the undertook studies at the 
IBSU under its Athlete IBSU under its Athlete 
Excellence programme Excellence programme 

with PNG Olympic with PNG Olympic 
Committee, graduated Committee, graduated 

with high marks.with high marks.
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Milestone and Best

Openness is one of four values of the PNGOC and we 
appreciate learning from the experience of others and 
actively seek out best practice examples. Likewise we are 
open to sharing from our experiences.

In 2019 the development of the NF Hub as a tool 
to address identified challenges faced by our NFs is 
something that may be of interest to other NOCs; not 
only because of the end product but also because of the 
process taken to develop and launch the hub.

The development of the NF Hub would not have been 
possible without the PNGOC’s migration to Microsoft 
365. Significantly this was achieved without having to 
purchase the software license.  

The launch of the Athlete Friendly Company program 
has been a goal of the PNGOC and we were happy to see 
this accomplished in 2019. But we would like to see the 

Practice Achievements 
program develop and would welcome advise from our 
partners on how this can happen.

A momentous milestone for the organization and all who 
have been involved with the PNGOC over the years was 
the opening of the PNG Olympic Haus. We are proud to 
have it as a center to promote Olympism in PNG and be 
the base for the growth of the NOC.

Committed staff has always been a strong factor in the 
success of the organization. In 2019, two staff members 
celebrated significant employment milestones with 
the organization. Secretary General Auvita Rapilla 
commemorated 25 years with PNGOC and Finance and 
Admin Officer Laisani Samson celebrated 15 years of 
employment.
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Asiani Vagi (left) and fellow PNG Asiani Vagi (left) and fellow PNG 
Olympic Committee staff met IOC Olympic Committee staff met IOC 
President, Thomas Bach when he President, Thomas Bach when he 
visited and opened the new PNG visited and opened the new PNG 
Olympic Haus in Boroko, Port Olympic Haus in Boroko, Port 
Moresby.Moresby.
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Challenges in 2019Challenges in 2019
The principal challenge of 2019 was mobilizing the financial resources 
required to cover the Team PNG budget for the 2019 Pacific Games. We 
were happy to have accomplished this with significant support received 
from Government.

Financial sustainability and raising the funds needed to provide the 
expected support for the Games preparation of athletes by our sports is 
a continuous challenge. We are exploring new sponsorship opportunities 
and means of attracting increased funding for our sports.

Issues related to selection of athletes for Team PNG were faced in 2019. 
The Justification Committee has proposed solutions to this reoccurring 
challenge based on the 2019 experience and the NOC will look to 
implement these moving forward.

The improvement in the governance of our NFs is something we will 
continue to pay attention to with our target to have all NFs one hundred 
percent compliant with our governance requirements. Finding the 
appropriate approach and measures to ensure this happens is a task we 
will continue to work on.

We approached these challenges with a positive outlook recognizing the 
opportunities they presented to improve our work.
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New PNG Prime New PNG Prime 
Minister, James Minister, James 

Marape (left) met and Marape (left) met and 
farewelled Team PNG farewelled Team PNG 

athletes and officials athletes and officials 
before they left for before they left for 

the Pacific Games in the Pacific Games in 
Apia, Samoa.Apia, Samoa.
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Acknowledgement

The PNG Olympic Committee acknowledges the fantastic 
support from Government through the Ministry of Sport 
and the PNG Sports Foundation in 2019, especially in 
the form of financial support to alleviate the Team PNG 
budget is greatly appreciated.

We are also grateful for the wonderful support we 
continue to receive from ONOC, Olympic Solidarity and 
the IOC. We are especially grateful for the assistance 
received towards the costs of our PNG Olympic Haus.

We also acknowledge the support of the Commonwealth 
Games Federation and the Pacific Games Council; and we 
congratulate SASNOC, the Samoan Government and its 
people for their hosting of the Pacific Games.

Achievements in 2019 would also not have been 
possible without the fantastic support from our family 
of corporate sponsors and other partners such as the 
Australian Government.

Eternal gratitude is extended to the National Federations 
who continue to be the backbone of sport in the country.

The exceptional work of our Committees contributed 
immensely to achieving the targets of our KRAs. 
We acknowledge the fantastic work of the Athletes 
Commission, Justification Committee, Team PNG 
Performance Committee, Gender Equity Committee and 
Marketing & Revenue Committee.

Special appreciation goes to Chef de Mission Emma 
Waiwai and our General Management Team volunteers 
who led Team PNG at the 2019 Pacific Games. Likewise 
our athletes, coaches and managers who represented 
the country with pride in Samoa deserve praise for their 
pursuit of sporting excellence.

Finally utmost thanks to our Board, Management and 
Staff for their commitment, passion and drive to deliver 
on the KPIs and targets for 2019.
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A Samoan woman
performs as part of 

the dance troupe 
that provided a 

spectacular show 
during the Opening 
Ceremony at Apia 

Park, Samoa for 
the 16th Pacific 
Games in 2019.
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ConclusionConclusion

With it being the year before the end of the current Olympic quadrennial 
and the end of our current strategic planning cycle, 2019 was an 
important year of implementation and focus on the achievement of our 
strategic goals.

The challenges faced, opportunities explored and achievements realized 
in 2019 have contributed to the growth of the PNGOC as we push on in 
our quest for Excellence.

We cannot do it alone and we hold close the relationships with our 
extended sports community, Government, our sponsors, partners, 
members and stakeholders.

We are driven by our motto “Believe, Excel, Inspire” and we recognize 
there is much more to be done; but we Believe in ourselves and our 
ability to Excel in what we do and bring positive change, which can 
Inspire others to rise as well.
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PNG was too PNG was too 
strong in the strong in the 
men’s long men’s long 
distance track distance track 
races at the races at the 
Samoa Pacific Samoa Pacific 
Games.Games.
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GOVERNANCE AND COMPLIANCEGOVERNANCE AND COMPLIANCE
Governance is about the structure by which 
organisations are directed and managed. These 
structures have a significant impact on the performance 
of the Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee (PNGOC) 
as a sporting organisation, as well that of its members. 
It impacts how objectives are set and achieved, lays 
out the rules and procedures for decision making, and 
considers monitoring, risk and evaluation measures.

The Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee 
acknowledges and recognises that for sports governance 
to be effective, it requires good leadership, judgement 
and integrity, which all befittingly are aligned within 
the core values of Honesty, Excellence, Respect and 
Openness of the organisation.

In pursuit of this, the PNGOC and its members and 

affiliates must continue to demonstrate transparency, 
accountability and responsibility in the activities 
undertaken and resources expended. Ineffective 
governance practices not only impact the sport, its 
athletes and members, but also undermines the 
confidence in the PNG sports industry.

The 2019 Governance and Compliance info graphic 
summary focuses on the Audit of Compliance which is an 
annual exercise carried out to ensure all members and 
affiliates of the PNGOC are coordinating its activities in 
line with their respective constitution, their international 
federations rules and that of the PNGOC. The summary 
also highlights activities undertaken by the organisation 
to build National Federations capacity as well as 
improving internal governance functions of the PNGOC.

Touch Football Touch Football 
PNG official, Moro PNG official, Moro 

Kasisi workingKasisi working
on her programme on her programme 

at the PNG at the PNG 
Olympic Haus in Olympic Haus in 

Port Moresby.Port Moresby.
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AUDIT OF COMPLIANCE ABOUT OUR MEMBERS

79% of our members and affiliates attended the 2019
Annual General Assembly at the Gateway Hotel, Port Moresby

NF Hub
Online Storage Solution

Resource Hub 
at the PNGOC Haus

NFs One on One Meetings

COMPLIANT SPORTS IN 2019

All PNGOC Logos 
registered with IPO 

GOVERNANCE & COMPLIANCE
2019 SUMMARY

INITIATIVES EMPLOYED

BASKETBALL

CRICKET

GYMNASTICS

VA’A

SQUASH SWIMMING

TENNIS

TABLE TENNIS

TOUCH FOOTBALL
VOLLEYBALL

The 2019 Target Compliance Rate for

all National Federations was set at 90%

Required documents for submission to the
PNGOC on an annual basis are: AGM Minutes,

Annual Report of Activities and Financial Report

A collective overall compliance rate of 55% was achieved across
the board by all members and affiliates Of the 40 Members, 33 are Incorporated with 

the Investment Promotion Authority, and 

 7 are classed as Affiliates (i.e. 
members who are not incorporated)

5 National Federations were able to submit
Audited Financial Statements as part of

their Financial Report submission

10 National Federations fulfilled the 2019
Audit of Compliance requirements 

- refer to list below

There was a total of 40 Members and
Affiliates to the PNGOC in 2019

The Sport of Fencing joined the PNGOC
in June 2019 at the Annual General 
Assembly

98% of Members and Affiliates in 2019 paid
their Annual Membership fees.

Only the Sport of Bodybuilding did not pay
their 2019 Membership Fees.

53% of Members and Affiliates met with the 
PNGOC at the end of 2019 as part of the NFs
one on one meetings to provide their 
feedback as to how we can improve our 
services and interactions

Adopted Athlete 
Safeguarding Policy 

Governance practices and structures affect the performances of national federations. Ineffective practices
undermine the sport, its athletes, and the public perception of sports in PNG. The 2019 Summary accounts

for the annual submission of documents to the PNGOC, membership payments and interactions with our members
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2019 Audited Financial
Statements

NOTE: The following pages contain the Audited Fianincial 
Statements and are numbered separately. 
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GAMES RECORDS & DATA
T E A M  P N G 

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

Team PNG made history 

in Samoa to win its most 

medals ever on foreign soil 

when it finished second on 

the medal tally at the Pacific 

Games in Apia, Samoa in 

2019. Here are statistics on 

the medals on offer, team 

numbers and total number of 

medals won by PNG.
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The XVI Pacific Games was held from July 7th to the 20th 
July 2019 in Apia and Savai’i, Samoa. 24 Pacific nations 
participated at this Games, including Australia and New 
Zealand. Team PNG competed in 26 of the 28 Sports on 
the program which included:

ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Team PNG Games results from the 16th Pacific Games in Apia, Samoa

GAMES RESUGAMES RESULTSLTS

Archery
Athletics
Basketball 5x5
Basketball 3x3
Boxing
Cricket
Football
Golf
Judo
Netball
Powerlifting
Rugby League 9s
Rugby 7s

Sailing
Shooting
Squash
Swimming
Table Tennis
Taekwondo
Tennis
Touch
Triathlon
Va’a
Volleyball – Beach
Volleyball – Indoor
Weightlifting

PNG did not participate in Badminton and Lawn Bowls.

The team size that attended the Samoa 2019 Pacific 
Games was 464, including 356 Athletes, 106 Team 
Officials and the President and Secretary General of the 
PNG PGA.
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28SPORTS
ON OFFER
AT GAMES

26
SPORTS TEAM PNG 
PARTICIPATED
IN AT THE GAMES

2SPORTS TEAM 
PNG NOT 
PARTICIPATED IN

BADMINTON

LAWN BOWLS

Team PNG participation at Samoa 2019 Pacific Games

ATHLETES

TEAM OFFICIALS 106
356

Archery
Athletics

Basketball 5x5
Basketball 3x3

Boxing
Cricket

Football
Golf
Judo

Netball
Powerlifting

Rugby League 9s
Rugby 7s

Sailing
Shooting
Squash

Swimming
Table Tennis
Taekwondo

Tennis
Touch

Triathlon
Va’a

Volleyball – Beach
Volleyball – Indoor

Weightlifting

Team PNG Contingent
Sports Contested

7th to 20th July, 2020
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Source: https://www.samoa2019.ws/medals/

*Australia and New Zealand competed in Athletics (several events), Beach Volleyball, Rugby 7s, Sailing, Taekwondo and 
Weightlifting. New Zealand competed in Men’s football.

Justification Committee
The participation of all sports went through the full 
Justification process in line with Team PNG selection 
policy and Games performance standards.

Games Target
Team PNG set its target of creating history by topping the 
medal tally on foreign soil after a successful 2015 Pacific 
Games campaign on home soil.

PNG couldn’t repeat the success from 2015 however, 
history was still created by winning a total of 131 medals 
which was the most medals won on foreign soil. This 

surpassed the efforts in 2011 in New Caledonia where 
Team PNG claimed a total of 121 medals.

Results
PNG finished second on the Medal Tally claiming 39 
Gold, 57 Silver and 35 Bronze for a historical feat of 131 
medals claimed overseas. New Caledonia set the bar 
high claiming 75 Gold medals to clinch the top spot on 
the medal tally followed by PNG and hosts Samoa to 
round off the top three.

Team PNG went to Samoa with the aim to make history 
by wining their first Pacific Games on foreign soil.
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There were 322 Gold medals on offer across the 28 sports 
that were contested at the Samoa Pacific Games.

Of the total gold medals that were on offer, 201 Gold medals were on offer across 
the 26 sports that Team PNG participated in.

With 201 Gold medals on offer for Team PNG, only 
19% (39) of the medals available were won. Of the 
twenty-six (26) sports Team PNG competed in, eight (8) 
sports (Athletics, Boxing, Cricket, Football, Powerlifting, 
Tennis, Touch, Weightlifting) brought in Gold medals 
to contribute towards the thirty-nine (39) Gold medals 
won for Team PNG.
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A further nine (9) sports were not able to bring in the 
Gold but settled for either Silver or Bronze and they 
included Judo, Netball, Rugby 7’s, Rugby League 9’s, 
Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, Taekwondo & Va’a. 

Nine (9) sports were not able to bring in any medals 
which included Archery, Basketball 3x3 & 5x5, Beach 
Volleyball, Golf, Sailing, Shooting, Triathlon and 
Volleyball.

Table Tennis won 
two silver medals 
for Team PNG.

The PNG Rugby 7s team 
for women won a bronze 

medal for Team PNG
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Touch Football was the only sport to have 
won all their medals on offer claiming 
Gold in the Men’s Women’s and Mixed 
categories to cap off an excellent Pacific 
Games.

Medals won by Gender
The females dominated the medal tally 
claiming 26 (67%) out of the 39 Gold 
medals won with Athletics females 
contributing 11 Gold to the tally. Toea Wisil 
won 4 Gold medals with Poro Gahekave, 
Dika Toua and Abigail Tere-Apisah all 
winning 3 Gold medals each. Morea Baru 
won 3 Gold medals whilst Steven Kari and 
Simbai Kaspar from Athletics won 2 Gold 
each respectively.

Although Team PNG wasn’t able to fulfil 
its 2019 Pacific Games vision of creating 
history to top the medal tally on foreign 
soil, finishing in the top two was an 
outstanding achievement based on the 
amount of support and resources that was 
provided to NFs and PNGOC was nowhere 
near what was provided for the 2015 Pacific 
Games.

The gold medals on offer versus the gold won by Team PNG

ANNUAL REPORT 2019PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

 67



68

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

Medals won by sport
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TEAM PNG IN ACTION
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SAMOA PACIFIC GAMES, 2019
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BOXING

CRICKET
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FOOTBALL

JUDO
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NETBALL

PARA-SPORT

POWERLIFTING
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RUGBY 7s

RUGBY LEAGUE 9s
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RUGBY LEAGUE 9s

SQUASH

SWIMMING

TABLE TENNIS

TAEKWONDO
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TENNIS

TOUCH RUGBY
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VA’A

WEIGHTLIFTING
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EDUCATION PROGRAMME
OLYMPIC VALUES

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

The Olympic Values Education 

Program (OVEP) continues to 

reach far and wide through the 

support of Exxon Mobil Papua 

New Guinea (EMPNG). OVEP 

is a fun and interactive program 

that aims to promote the Spirit of 

Olympism through sharing the 

Olympic Values of Excellence, 

Friendship and Respect. In 2019, 

OVEP was delivered in schools 

and communities, as well as during 

sports events and in commemorating 

International Days.
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National Women & Girls Sports Day 

•	 In Collaboration with the PNG Sports Foundation 
through the Women in Sport program

•	 Held on the February 6th at the Sir John Guise Indoor 
Complex

•	 We had 87 primary school girls participated in OVEP

•	 OVEP session was led by Team PNG HERO athletes

•	 Team PNG Karate Athletes Nigel Bana and Julius 
Piku also ran a self-defence for all the girls that 
participated in OVEP.

Hevea Cup Carnival & Wellness Expo at National 
Football Stadium

•	 An OVEP Booth was set up at the Inaugural Hevea 
Cup and Wellness Expo, which was the first ever 
sports and wellness expo event

•	 A Rugby League 9’s tournament ran simultaneously 
with a Health and Wellness Expo to commemorate 
the International Women’s Day

•	 This was event run by the Grass Skirt Project.

•	 Over 4000 people (both young and old) walked 
through the NFS and visited OVEP Booth along with 
other NGOs that had their booth set up.
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Team PNG HEROs, Betty Angula frm Basketball (left) and Dennis Kopman from Karate speaking to school students in Kutubu. 
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International Day of Sport for Development & Peace (IDSDP) – SJGS 
April 5th 

•	 OVEP was part of the International Day of Sport for Development & 
Peace (IDSDP) program organised by the PNG Sports Foundation at 
the Sir John Guise Stadium.  

•	 A total of 120 students participated from six schools in NCD. The 
participating schools were Nonu Primary, Gordons International, 
Koroboro International, Salvation Army Primary, Kopkop College and 
The Ela Murray International School.

   

Team PNG Boxers – April 6th 

OVEP was delivered to Boxing athletes in the train on squad leading 
up to 2019 Pacific Games. This was organised by Team PNG HERO and 
female Boxer Raphaela Baki-Kaore. 

OVEP was used as a motivational session for the athletes vying for a spot 
in the final squad. 

12 boxing athletes participated during the session

Lake Kutubu, Southern Highlands Province – May 25th-June 1st 
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Students enjoy a fun activity during the International Day of Sport for Development & Peace held at the Sir John Guise stadium in 
Port Moresby. 
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Team PNG HERO Athletes Dennis Kopman, Nigel Bana, 
Raphaela Baki-Kaore, Betty Angula and Program’s 
Coordinator Milton Kisapai travelled to Lake Kutubu in 
the Southern Highlands to deliver OVEP.

This visit was one that the OVEP team looked forward 
as it was to one of the project sites of Exxon Mobil, the 
supporting partner of the Olympic Values Education 
Program.

Six schools were visited during the one-week program:

•	 Mubi Primary 

•	 Tanuga Primary 

•	 Lake Kutubu Primary

•	 Lake Kutubu Secondary

•	 Sisipia Primary

•	 Fogomau Primary

OVEP reached more than 1200 students and a village 
community in Lake Kutubu. 

Every afternoon, Karate athletes (Nigel and Dennis), 
Boxing athlete (Raphaela) and Basketball athlete (Betty), 
ran training session in the respective sport with local 
community of Fogomau, where the team resided.

Mt Hagen, August 19th-23rd 

PNG Basketball female athlete Betty Angula, upon 
returning home to Mt Hagen after the 2019 Pacific 
Games, conducted OVEP session with 5 schools in Mt 
Hagen. The schools visited were:

•	 Mt Hagen Secondary School 

•	 Mt Hagen United Primary School 

•	 Mt Hagen Tarangau Primary School 

•	 Mt Hagen Holy Trinity Primary School 

•	 Mt Hagen Rabiamul Primary School 

Session with Under 17 Basketball Team

OVEP was delivered to PNG U/17 Basketball team as part 
of a team building and motivational session ahead of the 
U/17 FIBA Oceania Championship in New Caledonia.

Kamapim Boxing Meri Clinic, October 26th-27th 

Team PNG HERO athlete Raphaela Baki-Kaore, who 
heads her project called Kamapim Boxing Meri, held a 
clinic with women and girls, promoting her KBM program 
in line with the Olympic Values Education Program. There 
were 36 female participants who attended the two days 
clinic. 

LOVE YOUR COAST

World Water Day at Hagara Primary

Our Team PNG HERO athletes were invited by our 
friends from World Vision to share on the Love Your 
Coast awareness program with the students of Hagara 
Primary School, during the celebrations of World Water 
Day. It was a whole school event, with over 300 students 
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participating in the World Water Day program.

Awareness session & Clean Up at Hanuabada with World Vision, August 29th & 
June 3rd-5th 

Our HERO athletes were also part of the Hanuabada Clean Up Program, led by 
World Vision. The athletes did awareness on LYC and helped cleaned Hanuabada 
as part of the Program. The awareness and clean up was carried out at different 
locations in Hanuabada.

OLYMPIC WEEK/DAY

Olympic Week/Day – June 19th-23rd 

This year’s Olympic Week was different from the previous years. Now that we 
have an Olympic Haus, students from different schools in NCD were invited to an 
excursion of the Olympic Haus during the Olympic Week.

Students learnt about the history of the Olympics, the role of the NOC, met a 
few of our Olympians and took part in OVEP activities.

On Olympic Day, we had a Sports Demo Day at the newly refurbished Ela Beach 
Basketball courts, were the public took part in learning basketball drills, karate 
moves, boxing actions and fencing techniques.

It was a fun filled, interactive session with mostly mothers and children taking 
part. Most of the participants were from the nearby village of Wanigela.

H.E.R.O 

Team PNG HERO Training, November 25th-29th 

We had 25 athletes trained in the 4th batch of the Team PNG HERO Program. This 
year’s batch were the first to complete and receive certificates for both the Team 
HERO Program and the IOC Career+ Program.

It was great to have PNG sprint queen, Toea Wisil undertaking the HERO Program 
with the other Team PNG athletes.
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HEROs joinedHEROs joined
the Awareness the Awareness 
session andsession and
clean up withclean up with
World Vision at World Vision at 
Hanuabada in theHanuabada in the
National Capital National Capital 
District.District.
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Athletes Commission

ONOC AC Forum

AC members Kapu Kapi and Milton Kisapai attended the 
2019 ONOC AC Forum in Nadi, Fiji. It was a three-day 
forum held from the 21st-23rd of February.

The two AC members presented a case study of PNGAC 
and its active role with the NOC in delivering programs 
that support and build capacity for Team PNG athletes.

As participants to the regional forum, they both 
contributed to the strategic planning session for ONOC 
AC and together acquired valuable information from 
presentations delivered from IOC staff who shared on 
what IOC is doing in supporting Athletes Commission in 
each NOC.

Athletes Voice

Given the 2019 Pacific Games, it was a busy year for 
the AC in ensuring that was an athlete voice in the 
justification process of athletes and officials to the 
Games.

The AC was on hand to provide advice and guidance for 
athletes who appealed against non-selection, as well 
as raising issues that are related to athlete welfare and 
safeguarding.

AC Members Lua Rikis and Milton Kisapai were present 
at the Pacific Games as Athlete Representatives for Team 
PNG.
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Kapua Kapi (left) and Milton Kisapai attended the ONOC Athletes’ Forum in Fiji.
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17 OSEP Courses were delivered in 
2019 with 284 participants certified.

These courses targeted selected 
Team PNG Officials with the aim of 
developing their capacity as members 
of the Team PNG entourage that go for 
Games.

The OSEP Online learning course, 
‘Building Better Management’ was also 
promoted with National Federations to 
help them improve their management 
capacity for their respective sports.

The Oceania Sport Education Program 
(OSEP) is a partnership between the 
Australian Sport Commission (ASC), 
Oceania National Olympic Committees 
(ONOC) and the Organisations of Sport 
Federations in Oceania (OSFO).

OSEP are sport education training 
courses available for ONOC member 
countries sport organisations and 
training providers. The program 
currently offers sport administration 
and generic coaching training materials 
and is expanding to other sport 
education areas like sport science and 
medicine, community social sport 
coaching, team manager and sport 
management and governance.

Papua New Guinea is one of the 
Member countries of ONOC where 
OSEP is setting up. Others include 
American Samoa, Cook Islands, Palau, 
Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, 
Solomon Islands, Guam, Samoa, 
Kiribati, Tuvalu, Republic of the 
Marshall Islands, Tonga, Nauru and 
Vanuatu.

OCEANIA SPORTS EDUCATION PROGRAMME 2019OCEANIA SPORTS EDUCATION PROGRAMME 2019
For the first time, 
OSEP Team Managers 
and Strength & 
Conditioning courses 
were delivered in 
Papua New Guinea. 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019
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Cricket PNG official, 
Cheryl Amini (right) 

receiving her certificate 
course from PNGOC 

President, Sir John 
Dawanincura.

To be eligible, all partner NOC’s must ensure its national sport federation 
members must complete the online Readiness Assessment Tool (R.A.T), 
work with national sport federations and other organisations engaged in 
sport activities to determine the Sport Participant Development Model and 
Sport Volunteers and Professional Competency Framework in their country 
in partnership with other key stakeholders in country to set up the Sport 
Education System.  

The governance of the regional OSEP is handled by the ONOC Sport Education 
Commisison comprising of representatives from ASC, ONOC, OSFO, Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat and two education institutes from the Pacific 
region.
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ACTIVITY REPORTS
N A T I O N A L  F E D E R A T I O N S

The following 2019 Activity Reports were provided by our 
member National Federations for their events and actiities in 2019.
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Papua New Guinea Gymnastics Federation (PNGGF) 
Board Members: 

President –Mrs. Hannah McManus,

Secretary General – Mrs. Suzie Tongia-Lepani,

Acting Treasurer – Mrs. Hannah McManus (position 
vacant since November 2019),

Vice Secretary – Mrs. Lynette Baratai-Pokas,

Committee Member – Mr. Timothy Ward,

Committee Member – Mrs. Jude Addis.

PNG GYMNASTICS FEDERATIONPNG GYMNASTICS FEDERATION
2019 Activity Report

2019 has seen the first full year of operations for PNGGF 
after becoming an official member of the International 
Gymnastics Federation (FIG) in late 2018.

Our focus has been to grow the sport through delivery of 
gymnastics programs at youth and school levels and to 
continue to develop our coaching capacity, with a focus 
on building a strong foundation for gymnastics in PNG.
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Activities in 2019

•	 President, Hannah McManus received a British Empire Medal in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honors for services to Gymnastics and graduated from MOSO.

•	 Sec. General, Suzie Lepani appointed to Oceania Gymnastics Union (OGU) 
board.

•	 Sec. General, Suzie Lepani attended PNG Olympic Committee function for 
visiting IOC President, Thomas Bach.

•	 Coaches, Linda Pulsan, Hannah Ilave and Eddie Memafu attended Immersion 
Program in Cairns focusing on transfer of skills.

•	 Secretary General, Suzie Tongia-Lepani received Women’s Artistic 
Gymnastics Beginner/Intermediate judge accreditation.

•	 PSP funded program led by Oceania Badminton in partnership with PNGGF 
continued its ‘Smash Down Barriers Program’, using Gymnastics and 
Badminton coaches to provide inclusive activities for people with disabilities.

•	 Federation member, POM Gymnastics continue regular after-school 
gymnastics program.

•	 3 Oceania Gymnastics Development visits by OGU Sec. Gen, Mrs. Brooke 
Kneebush with focus on developing coaching skills/supporting volunteers’ 
activities. 

•	 President, Hannah McManus attended FIG World Cup in Melbourne.

Outcomes in 2019

•	 Increased capacity to deliver gymnastics activities through the up-skilling 
of coaches and judges as seen through the Coaching Immersion program, 
development visits of OGU and attainment of judging certification for the 
first time by a Papua New Guinean.

•	 Increased administrative capacity with the creation of a PNGGF page on 
the PNGOC’s NF Hub platform and the opening of PNGGF bank account. 
PNGGF President receiving MOSO certification. PNGGF’s compliance with 
the PNGOC annual good governance and was congratulated by the PNGOC 
Secretary General, Ms. Auvita Rapilla.

PNG gymnastics coaches attended training programmes in Australia to enhance their PNG gymnastics coaches attended training programmes in Australia to enhance their 
knowledge of the sport.knowledge of the sport.

ANNUAL REPORT 2019PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

 91



92

PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC. ANNUAL REPORT 2019

•	 Collaboration with PNGOC to establish PNGGF 
National Federation Hub site. 

•	 Appointment of Mrs. Judy Addis-Wordsworth to the 
PNGGF Board.

Challenges in 2020

•	 Installation of essential equipment at Taurama 
Aquatic & Indoor Centre in Port Moresby.

•	 Appointment of Treasurer on PNGGF Board.

•	 Coach Development.

•	 Appointment of Australian Volunteer with 
AVprogram.

Acknowledgement

•	 Support from PNGOC particularly the establishment 
of the NF Hub. 

•	 Thank you to OGU Sec. General, Mrs. Brooke 
Kneebush for her ongoing work representing Papua 
New Guinea and all countries in our Continental 
Union.

•	 Acknowledgement of PNG High Performance, OGU 
and Gymnastics Australia (GA) partnering on the 
Australian Volunteer program application.

•	 Thank you to Badminton PNG and Oceania 

•	 Greater social media engagement with a 24% 
increase in PNGGF Facebook likes.

•	 Australian Volunteer Program application 
completed for the position of a ‘Gymnastic Program 
Development Mentor’ to commence in May 2020. 
This is a joint application between PNGGF and PNG 
High Performance with Gymnastics Australia as the 
Australian based organization.

Milestone and Best Practice Achievements 

•	 Opening of PNGGF Bank Account. 

•	 PNGGF Secretary General, Mrs. Suzie Tongia-
Lepani appointed to OGU Board and became first 
Papua New Guinean to receive gymnastics judging 
certification. 

•	 PNGGF President, Hannah McManus received 
Queens British Empire Medal for contribution to 
Gymnastics.

•	 Collaboration with Oceania Badminton to deliver PSP 
inclusive programs. 

•	 Completion and approval of joint AVp application 
with PNG High Performance and GA.

•	 PNGGF is recognised as leading the way in policy 
development (in Oceania developing Federations), 
with PNGGF Child Protection Policy, Inclusion, 
Alcohol and Facebook Acceptable Use policies all 
adopted.
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Badminton, particularly Kinivanagi Karo for his lead work on the 
inclusion Pacific Sports Partnership program.

•	 Thank you to POM Gymnastics Club, Paradise, Temis, Pomis and 
KoroBoro Schools.

•	 Thank you to all of our board, committee members and volunteers 
for their continued effort to develop gymnastics in Papua New 
Guinea.

Conclusion 

2019 has been a foundational year for PNGGF. We are pleased to see an 
increase in our activities through partnerships with the OGU and fellow 
national federation, Badminton PNG.

We were grateful for the opportunities presented to our coaches, 
volunteers and board members to develop their capacity.

In 2020 our focus is on increasing our reach and delivery. We look 
forward to receiving our first Australian Volunteer in 2020 in the position 
of Gymnastic Program Development Mentor.

All of this will help progress the PNGGF towards achievement of our 
vision: ‘A cohesive and diverse delivery network, providing quality 
gymnastics activities across PNG.’

Gymnastics coach, Hannah Ilave demonstrating a technique on the horse during a session with school students.Gymnastics coach, Hannah Ilave demonstrating a technique on the horse during a session with school students.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA

As we contemplated the year gone by, the 
successes and challenges, we can be proud and 
satisfied that our development is progressing on 
a positive pathway. 2019 was an encouraging 
year of growth for Papua New Guinea Swimming 
Inc. (PNGSI), both on the competition platform 
and in providing training and educational 
programs for our athletes and volunteers. 

It was a year where we were able to gauge our 
future strategy to enable successful outcomes 
moving forward and to provide the best pathways 
to deliver our sport into the future, positively 
improving all areas in coaching, officiating and 
administrating our sport.

We began the year by thanking outgoing Patron, 
Mr. Bart Philemon for his support of PNGSI since 
2013. We were honoured and privileged to have 
him on our executive over the many years of his 
patronage.

The Council Meeting and the Annual General 
Meeting of PNGSI were held on 6 April, 2019. 
This saw the incoming executive members for 
2019 being elected. They are:
President, Elizabeth Wells MBE;
Vice President, Stephen Damian;

Secretary, Carly Pini;
Treasurer, Sarenah Pini BEM;
Chief Technical Officer,
Susan Babao;
Registrar, Beatrice Geita and
Athlete Representative, Stanford Kawale.

The positions of the Property Officer and Public 
Relations were left vacant at the close of the 
AGM and later in the year, the position of Public 
Relations was filled by Ashley Seeto.

Our support partners and sponsors in 2019 
were: FINA (Education, Competition, National 
Federation financial support program), Oceania 
Swimming Association (OSA), PNGOC, Bank South 
Pacific, and Theodist Limited and PNG Air Freight, 
who all enabled us to develop, strengthen and 
improve our activities throughout the year. 

Education Pathways
Bank South Pacific provided valuable funding 
support (K80,000.00) towards our BSP National 
Aquatic Excellence program for our swimmers, 
and alongside FINA, the educational programs for 
our volunteers.

Activity Report for 2019Activity Report for 2019

SWIMMING INC
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They were:
FINA Coaches Certification Course - Assistant Coach Level (L1), held in Port 
Moresby at the Taurama Aquatic Centre from 8 to 10 March, 2019. It was 
under the direction of FINA Coach Assessor, John Bladon which saw 15 
Club coaches from Lae and Port Moresby become accredited.

FINA Technical Officials Workshop - held in Lae from 25 to 29 September 
in conjunction with the 2019 PNG TNT National Swimming Championships 
conducted by FINA Technical Swimming Committee expert, Lesley Huckins.

FINA programme “Swimming for All, Swimming for Life”, PNGSI held its 
FINA Aquatics Day to celebrate aquatic sports on Saturday 16th November 
at the Taurama Aquatic Centre in Port Moresby, National Capital District 
and the primary campus of Lae International School pool in Lae, Morobe 
Province. 

Competition Pathways
Competition sponsors, Theodist Ltd and PNG Air Freight (TNT) provided 
funding support of PGK10,000 respectively towards our two National 
Championship events, providing the opportunity for our young athletes to 
compete in the true spirit of sportsmanship.

1. Theodist National Long Course, Port Moresby, NCD (March 29-31).
2. TNT National Long Course, Lae, Morobe Province (September 27-29).

Our three International competitions were:
1. Arafura Games, Darwin, Australia (April 27-May 4) - 13 swimmers 

and 4 officials took part in the 2019 Arafura Games, bringing home 
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21 medals, including 15 individual and 6 relay 
medals. 

2. XVI Pacific Games Apia, Samoa (July 7-19) - 10 
swimmers and 2 officials were endorsed by 
PNG Olympic Committee to travel to the Samoa 
Pacific Games. Five PNG Technical Officials 
were invited to attend through an invitation 
from the Samoan Games Organising Committee 
and Technical Director to officiate. A Silver 
and a Bronze medal were awarded to Ryan 
Maskelyne for his 200m Breaststroke and 100m 
Breaststroke respectively.

3. 18th FINA World Swimming Championships, 
Gwangju, South Korea (July 21-28) -  A 
4-member 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games train-on 
squad swim team and 3 officials represented 

PNG. A PNG Record was recorded in the 4x100m 
Mixed Medley Relay in a time of 4:18.99 by 
swimmers, Sam Seghers, Ryan Maskelyne, 
Georgia-Leigh Vele and Judith Meauri.

2019 saw three of our present and past athletes 
named on various Athlete committees both 
Nationally and Internationally.

They were:
Ryan Pini MBE was elected onto the following:
•	 inaugural Oceania Swimming Association 

Athletes Committee
•	 FINA Athletes’ Commission
•	 Athlete representative on the FINA Technical 

Officials Commission
•	 Chairperson of the PNGOC Athletes Commission
•	 Pacific Games Council elected on for a 2nd term 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019PNG OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

Livingston Aika competing for 
PNG in the butterfly at the 16th 
Pacific Games in Apia, Samoa.
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of 4 years as an athlete’s representative

Stanford Kawale was elected on to the
•	 PNGSI executive as athlete representative
•	 Oceania Swimming Association Athletes Committee

Judith Meauri was elected on to the
•	 PNGOC Athletes Commission

PNGSI recognises that the Athlete’s welfare is a priority within our 
organisation providing a supportive, positive and safe environment 
in which our athletes can enjoy and grow in aquatic sport. Those 
elected onto an Athletes’ Committee will enable the athletes’ 
voices to be heard for the improvement of sport, good governance 
and helping safeguard the credibility of our sport by protecting the 
rights of our athletes.  

Athlete Scholarships were awarded to: 
•	 Samuel Seghers, an IOC Scholarship through PNGOC
•	 Judith Meauri, a FINA 12-month training Scholarship in Phuket, 

Thailand
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SP Sports Awards 
•	 Swimmers, Leonard Kalate and sister, Rehema 

Kalate were named as one of the three Finalists 
in the Westpac Junior Male and Westpac Junior 
Female Athlete of the Year respectively.

Queen’s Birthday Award
•	 Sarenah Karess Pini received a 2019 Queen’s 

Birthday Honours Award, the British Empire 
Medal (BEM) for services to sport.

Our three affiliated Clubs; Boroko Amateur 
Swimming Club (BASC), Lae Amateur Swimming Club 
(LASC) and PNG Masters, provided the setting for 
our athletes to train, stay motivated, develop new 
skills, and participate in competitions such as Club 
Carnivals and Club Championships.

Our coaches ensured that appropriate opportunities 
were provided for competition and, that our 
athletes can participate in a positive, effective 
and safe enjoyable sporting environment. PNG is 
fortunate enough to have some very hard-working 
volunteer coaches to provide the necessary 
education and teaching skills to our younger 
generation of swimmers.

The PNGSI BSP Kundu National Aquatic Excellence 

Program provided an added incentive for athletes 
to triumph, a pathway to strive for achievement 
and success with the emphasis that sport is an 
important part of a child’s total development, helps 
develop fitness, social skills and self-esteem that can 
be carried on into adulthood.

The Oceania Swimming Association (OSA) held a 
2-day strategic planning workshop and AGM in 
Nadi, Fiji on 15-16 June, 2019 for all its National 
Federation affiliates. The workshop was made 
possible through the FINA Continental funding 
support to OSA. PNGSI was represented by 2 
delegates and 2 athlete representatives.

Sadly, our Oceania region lost a great friend in 
swimming, Mr Dennis Miller (OSA President / FINA 
Vice President) who passed away on the 1st June 
prior to the workshop.

PNGSI, also sadly saw the passing of LASC swimmer 
18-year old Tanguy Langelet on the 31st August 
(a member of the BSP National Target Excellence 
Squad).

The last quarter of 2019 provided a time for 
reflection for all, a time to plan and set goals and be 
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Holly John competes for PNG in the men’s open water swimming competition in Apia, Samoa. He becomes the first swimmer to 
compete in Open Water swimming for PNG at the Pacific Games.
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fully motivated to continue working for the benefit and support of 
all affiliated members to PNGSI. As we journey into 2020 our aim 
is to do more, and do it better, understanding that the sweetest 
victory is the one that’s most difficult. The one, that requires us to 
reach down deep inside and believe in our capability that success 
is possible.

It is through hard work, enthusiasm, preparedness, and the 
ability to handle the pressures and demands in all areas of our 
organisation that results will occur. Reflect on what has been and 
enjoy the pursuit of excellence ahead.

We thank all our stakeholders and affiliates for being with us 
throughout 2019.

Elizabeth Wells, MBE
PRESIDENT 
Papua New Guinea Swimming Inc.
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Introduction

This year was a special one for the Kung Fu Wushu 
Association of PNG (KFWA PNG) since it marked our first 
year in existence after completing all the formalities.

Within this short period the Association moved quickly 
to ensure that we complied with all the requirements 
for our membership and affiliation to our partners 
and stakeholders. This was not easy due to the limited 
funding support and resources we have but it was a good 
relief to see some of the main events come to fruition.

Coaching and Support

Two of our first important events were the introduction 
of Wushu as a modern sport particularly in the discipline 
of Sanda (free fighting). Assisting PNG with this was the 
Oceania Kung Fu Wushu Federation (OKFWF) and the 
Chinese Wushu Association (CWA).

Our first Wushu seminar was a one-day coaching clinic 
with the Australian High Performance Coach for Sanda, 
Robert Williams. It was held on April 7th at the Car Club in 
Port Moresby. Over 40 athletes from traditional Kung Fu 
Wushu and other martial arts backgrounds attended the 
event.

A second coaching seminar was held with the national 
coach of the Chinese sanda team, Su Yongwei on June 
2nd and 3rd at the Car Club and Taurama Indoor & Aquatic 
Centre in Port Moresby. Yongwei was a member of a 
three-person delegation which also had the President of 
CWA and its Secretary.

KUNG FU WUSHU ASSOCIATION
OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Activity Report 2019

China national China national 
coach, Su Yongwei coach, Su Yongwei 
took PNG athletes took PNG athletes 
through two days through two days 
of Sanda training of Sanda training 
in Port Moresby in in Port Moresby in 
June, 2019.June, 2019.
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First National Squad

The first national development Wushu squad for PNG was selected this 
year. It had 15 athletes which consisted of 12 men and three women. 
They were under the guidance of senior athlete and KFWA PNG National 
Development Officer, Andrew Molen. The squad was;

Male athletes; Dickson Walter, Tony Mitu Junior, Bostany Elo, John Kevin, 
Patrick Kasamento, Liawe Michael, Cosmas Saliawali, Cyprian Luvi, Petrus 
Sam, Gabriel Saeni. Axel Kevin, Andrew Molen. 

Female athletes; Bellanie Kambari, Tattiana Abola, Audrey McRubin.

The focus of the training programme covered two disciplines;

•	 Taolu (forms)

•	 Sanda (free fighting)

While the modern Wushu taolu programme is still in development, we 
decided to start preparing the athletes for it. The Association’s main 
focus now is Sanda.

Partnership with High Performance Sport PNG

Part of KFWA PNG’s development programme is to have a high 

Australian Sanda coach, Robert Williams was the first to provide some basic sanda techniques to PNG athletes when he visited Australian Sanda coach, Robert Williams was the first to provide some basic sanda techniques to PNG athletes when he visited 
Port Moresby in April, 2019. Port Moresby in April, 2019. 
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performance training programme and we were delighted 
to sign a MoU with the PNG Sports Foundation’s High 
Performance Sports division to ensure this.

Following the agreement, our development squad was 
put through a Strength and Conditioning programme 
which began in August and ran for the rest of the year.

Wushu Coaching in Shanghai

With the support of CWA and OKFWF, we were able to 
send our National Development Officer, Andrew Molen 
to the Shanghai University of Sport for a two-week 
wushu training programme for high level coaches. He 
was among coaches from around Asia and Europe and 
South America. It ran from October 6th to 18th, 2019.

First World Wushu Championships

PNG attended its first ever World Wushu Championships 
in 2019 when Andrew Molen attended the 15th Edition 
of the event which was held in Shanghai, China from 
October 19th to 23rd.

Due to technical difficulties, Molen could not compete 
however, he also took the time to represent PNG on 
behalf of the Association at the International Wushu 
Federation’s Congress held there as well. It was at this 
Congress that PNG was voted in as a full member of the 

Internaton Wushu Federation (IWUF).

Challenges faced

Within our first year of establishment we secured five 
member clubs around the country where we will be 
running our programmes with. However, the main 
difficulty faced in getting to them was due to lack of 
funds and resources.

The other was having a good training venue where 
students and athletes can meet and train together 
regularly. Interest has been overwhelming from the 
public and within the sports fraternity but most stopped 
coming when venues change and distance proved 
difficult for them.

Acknowledgement and Thanks

KFWA PNG is new and still growing and its journey so 
far would not have been possible without the support 
of a lot of dedicated and committed people and 
organisations.

We would like to acknowledge and thank them for all 
that they have done and we hope to continue to get their 
support in the road ahead.

•	 International Wushu Federation

Andrew Molen (left) represented PNG at the 15th IWUF Congress in Shanghai in which PNG was voted in as a full member.Andrew Molen (left) represented PNG at the 15th IWUF Congress in Shanghai in which PNG was voted in as a full member.
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•	 Chinese Wushu Federation

•	 Oceania Kung Fu Wushu Federation

•	 Shanghai University of Sport

•	 Mr. Walt Missingham

•	 PNG Olympic Committee

•	 PNG Sports Foundation/ High Performance Sport PNG

Conclusion

The traditional art of Wushu has been around or centuries and it is our 
hope that it remains for many more generations as both a martial art 
and a modern sport.

KFWA PNG grows with every experience, support and trial. 2019 was a 
good start for us and we look forward to more collaboration with all our 
partners and stakeholders.

We aim to create more opportunities for our athletes, team and 
technical officials and also provide an alternative avenue for interested 
people as well as those in other sports to try out a different skill or 
mindset.

Members of the PNG Wushu Development squad wentthrough their first high performance programme which included strength  Members of the PNG Wushu Development squad wentthrough their first high performance programme which included strength  
and conditioning as well as wushu competition-specific training.and conditioning as well as wushu competition-specific training.
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Prime Minister’s Corporate
Golf Challenge 2019
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Sponsors’ Luncheon:
Acknowledging the

support of our Partners
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The Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee is 
a non-government, not-for-profit organisation 
committed to inspire and unite Papua New 
Guineans through sporting excellence and 
success. PNGOC is a believer of sport as 
an enabler for sustainable and inclusive 
development. It is our responsibility to select, 
send and fund Team PNG to the Olympic Games, 
Commonwealth Games and Pacific Games. 
This is achieved by working with our member 
national sports federations and with the 
support of our sponsors and partners, through 
fundraising events and with the backing of the 
Government. The PNG Olympic Committee 
is grateful for the wonderful support of our 
sponsors and partners which helps our Team 

PNG athletes achieve their dreams.

BELIEVE. EXCEL. INSPIRE
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www.pngolympic.org.pg

PNGOC CORPORATE PARTNERS
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