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OUR VISION
Our Vision is to “Inspire and Unite Papua New Guinea through Sporting

Excellence and Success" it reflects our long-term aspiration.

OUR MISSION
Our Mission is to be “A respected and leading values-based National Olympic

Committee empowering athletes and National Federations by strategically

partnering with Government and key stakeholders to achieve Team PNG success."

OUR VALUES
As  a values-based organization strongly committed to maintaining its integrity; our

actions are guided by PNGOC's HERO values:

HONESTY - To be truthful to others and ourselves

EXCELLENCE - To consistently give our best and improve everyday

RESPECT - To demonstrate respect for all

OPENNESS - To be transparent and accountable 
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PNGOC COMMITTEES
The PNG Olympic Committee has one Commission i.e Athletes Commission and seven (7)
separate Committees which focuses on specific agendas and play a role in providing support,
development and awareness to them.

The Committees are made up of members from the PNG Olympic Committee Executive Board,
Management as well as representatives from National Federations, sponsors and partners and
selected individuals.

PNG ATHLETES COMMISSION
The PNG Athletes Commission is made up of a total of 10 members from various sporting codes.

COMMITTEES
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Dear Members and Stakeholders,

It is with great pride and humility that I present my first President’s Message for the Papua New
Guinea Olympic Committee (PNGOC) following my election as President of our organization.
The year 2024 has been a busy 12 months, marked by progress, resilience, and unity. We strived
to create the best possible environment for our athletes and continued to champion their
dreams, promoting Olympism and upholding its values across Papua New Guinea.

Celebrating Excellence at Paris 2024

One of the highlights of the year was Team PNG’s participation at the Paris 2024 Olympic
Games. Under the dedicated leadership of our Chef de Mission for Paris 2024, Ryan Pini, our
athletes showcased their talent and determination on the world stage. A team of six athletes
represented Papua New Guinea with pride and distinction, with notable achievements by Morea
Baru, who placed fifth in weightlifting, and Gibson Mara, who recorded PNG’s first Olympic
round win in taekwondo. We were honored to have Georgia-Leigh Vele and Gibson Mara as our
flag bearers, embodying the spirit and hope of our nation.

3

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Emma Waiwai, OL
PRESIDENT 
Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee
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These successes were made possible through the unwavering
support of the Australian Government’s PacificAus Sports
program, which enabled 33 athletes to prepare for Paris 2024.
The lessons learned and experiences gained will undoubtedly
inspire the next generation of athletes as we look ahead to
future competitions, including the upcoming 2025 Pacific
Mini Games in Palau.

Let us continue to work
together to inspire,
empower, and unite

through the power of
sport.

Team PNG in Paris
Team PNG with the Australian Government
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The PNG Athletes Commission welcomed new leadership, with
Andrew Molen appointed as Chairman. Their work in amplifying
the voices of athletes and ensuring their needs are prioritized
remains central to our mission. 

Additionally, we continued to strengthen the skills of our national
federation, athletes and staff and stakeholders through programs
like the Kokoda Track Foundation Financial Management
Training and Oceania Sports Education Program (OSEP)
workshops. These initiatives are vital in enhancing the capacity of
our sporting ecosystem, fostering excellence in coaching,
administration, and governance.

Participants during one of the OSEP Program in 2024

Empowering Athletes and Building Capacity

Our commitment to athlete empowerment and
capacity building was a cornerstone of our work in 2024.
We continued the Athlete Excellence Program,
awarding 20 scholarships through the Institute of
Business Studies University (IBSU). These scholarships
are empowering our athletes to pursue both academic
and athletic ambitions, ensuring holistic development.

Promoting Olympic Values in Communities

In 2024, we deepened our connection with
communities through impactful programs that
promote the Olympic values of Respect,
Excellence, and Friendship. The Olympic Values
Education Program (OVEP) was successfully
carried out in schools, while the Kicks4Kokoda
program continued to deliver lasting benefits in
sport-for-development.

We celebrated Olympic Day with sports
demonstrations across Papua New Guinea,
bringing communities together in the spirit of 

Olympism. Additionally, we marked Safe Sport Day, reinforcing our commitment to fair play,
respect, and the safety of all participants in sport.

Left: Dr. Ram from IBS University & Asiani Vagi,
Manager, Games & Prorgram, PNGOC

Andrew Molen, Athletes Commission Chair

Olympic Day Celebrations 2024
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Strengthening Partnerships and Fundraising

Partnerships remain a cornerstone of our success. This year, we welcomed Vodafone PNG as our
official telecommunications partner and renewed key sponsorships with Trophy Haus PNG and
Theodist. The continued generosity of ExxonMobil PNG, who provided significant funding to
support our Paris 2024 campaign, underscores the critical role of corporate support in advancing
our mission.
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Fundraising activities like the Trukai Fun
Run and Prime Minister’s Corporate Golf
Challenge in Port Moresby and Lae were
highly successful, raising vital funds for
Team PNG while engaging the broader
community in our shared vision for sport.

Governance, Strategic Planning, and Looking Ahead

With 2024 marking the conclusion of the PNGOC’s 2021–2024 Strategic Plan, we are in the
process of launching our new strategic framework for 2025-2032. This process involves extensive
stakeholder consultation and environmental assessments to ensure our vision aligns with the
aspirations of our athletes and the sporting community.

The Team PNG Games Review Workshop provided critical insights for future planning, and we
are committed to implementing strategies that will strengthen our performance at regional and 

Theodist sponsorship renewal with PNGOC Sponsorship renewal for Trophy Haus and PNGOC

Vodafone PNG and PNGOC during partnership contract signing 

Top 3 bidders at the 2024 Trukai Fun
Run auctions in Lae

Trukai Fun Run POM

Top 5 bidders at the 2024  Trukai Fun Run in POM

international games.



6

Acknowledgments

I extend my deepest gratitude to our National Federations, athletes, ONOC, Olympic Solidarity,
our valued sponsors and partners, and the dedicated staff of the PNGOC. Your collective efforts
and unwavering support have been instrumental in driving our shared mission forward.

As we reflect on a year of significant progress, I also wish to acknowledge the recent elections.
My sincere thanks go out to all previous board members for their invaluable service and
contributions to the PNGOC's journey. We also pause to pay our deepest respects to the late
Graham Osbourne, whose dedication and impact on sport in Papua New Guinea will always be
remembered. Furthermore, I extend my appreciation to the current board members for their
commitment and hard work.

I would also like to recognize the contributions of my predecessor, Sir John Dawanincura, whose
leadership and vision have left an indelible mark on the PNGOC. His appointment as a Life
Member is a testament to his enduring legacy.

Finally, I commend our athletes for their resilience, determination, and commitment to
representing Papua New Guinea with pride. You are the heart of our movement, and it is on
your shoulders that we build our future.

Let us continue to work together to inspire, empower, and unite through the power of sport.

Emma Waiwai, OL
President
Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee

As we look ahead to 2025
and beyond, our focus
remains on empowering
athletes, fostering
inclusivity, and promoting
the Olympic values across
Papua New Guinea. The
upcoming Pacific Mini
Games in Palau will serve as
an important milestone as
we continue to elevate
Team PNG on the global
stage. 
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PNGOC President, Emma Waiwai
during games workshop

Team PNG Performance Coordinator,
Armstrong Meli
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Introduction

The year 2024 marked the final year of our 2021-2024 Strategic Plan cycle, coinciding with the
Paris Olympic Games. Throughout this significant period, we maintained our focus on delivering
against our four Key Result Areas (KRAs): excellence in governance and partnerships, Team PNG
success, National Federation development, and promoting sport in society all whilst being
guided by our core values of honesty, excellence, respect, and openness. 

This report details our achievements, challenges, and impact through each Key Result Area,
providing a comprehensive overview of our activities in this Olympic year.

Key Focus Area 1 – Excellence Embodied and Strategic Partnerships

Governance and Management

In 2024, we maintained our commitment to governance excellence through rigorous adherence
to the Basic Universal Principles of Good Governance Standards. The Executive Board held six
regular and three special meetings, ensuring effective oversight and strategic direction. All nine
PNGOC committees met at least twice during the year, meeting governance targets.

Our Annual General Assembly was successfully held on June 29 in Port Moresby, with audited
financial statements provided to members. The organisation participated in the International
Olympic Committee’s Olympic Solidarity (IOC) audit in 2024 and commenced the development
and updating of its current financial policies and procedures incorporating the feedback from
auditors KPMG and the IOC audit.

SECRETARY GENERAL'S REPORT

Desmond Kaviagu
SECRETARY GENERAL
Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee
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While most governance targets
were achieved, we acknowledge
that the circulation of audited
financials within the 14-day
timeframe prior to the AGA
remains an area for improvement. 

Left: Senior Vice President, PNGOC, Tony
Green and Former PNGOC President &

Life Member, Sir John Dawanincura 

Left: Sir John & PNGOC President,
Emma Waiwai
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Commercial Program and Communications

Our commercial program evolved significantly in 2024, with targeted sponsor activations carried
out in partnership with our 14 sponsors. We acknowledge the ongoing support of our family of
corporate sponsors for their renewed commitment towards the PNGOC and Team PNG. The
Marketing and Revenue Committee met four times during the year, overseeing implementation
of our commercial strategy. Social media campaigns supporting Paris 2024, Pacific2Paris, and
PacificAus Sports initiatives generated substantial engagement and visibility for Team PNG. 

Media engagement remained strong and we would like to acknowledge and thank the media
industry in Papua New Guinea for telling our stories to our local and international audiences.
While e-newsletter production remained a challenge, our overall communications strategy
focused on high-impact activities across our digital platforms that increased the visibility of
Olympic, Commonwealth and Pacific Games sports in Papua New Guinea.

To send Team PNG to the games on an annual basis is a large operational and financial
commitment and effort that is made possible through the collaboration with our sponsors and
stakeholders. We would like to acknowledge and thank Trukai Industries Limited for its
continued vision and commitment to our annual auctions and Fun Run event and fundraiser for
Team PNG. A special mention to the outgoing Marketing Manager Maryanne Tom and incoming
Marketing Manager Peggy Maha. We look forward to continuing the successes of the Fun Run
with you, your team and Trukai Industries.

The Prime Ministers Corporate Golf Challenge is
expanding into a large corporate networking event
and fundraiser for Team PNG. We would like to
acknowledge the National Newspaper and Andy Ng
for their continued support in this area along with the
Port Moresby and Lae Golf Club and PNG Golf
Association and our supporting sponsors for both the
Trukai Fun Run and the Prime Ministers Corporate
Golf Challenge.

The South Pacific Brewery partnership is a long
lasting legacy sponsorship that continues to breathe
life into recognition of sports, sports in communities,
athletes, officials and administrators on an annual
basis through the annual SP Sports Awards. In
partnership with the PNG Sports Foundation, we
thank SP Brewery, Corporate Affairs Manager John
Nilkare and his team and the SP Sports Awards
selection panel headed by Chairman Warwick Vele for
their ongoing commitment and efforts towards this
prestigious event.

Left: Trukai Industries Lmt former Marketing Manager, Boxing Athlete, John Ume,
and PNGOC Secretary General, Desmond Kaviagu

SP Sports Awards during the Launch of the event

Left: PNGOC Corporate Manager, Denzil Agi, PNGOC Marketing & Events
Coordinator, Nicole Doruba, and The Nationals’ Dorcas Aup posing with the PM;'s

Golf uniforms.
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Staff Development and Welfare 

Staff development remains a priority. Our employee recognition program continued with
Employee of the Month awards presented during the year.

Professional development opportunities included staff participation in the Commonwealth
Women's Leadership Programme, MEMOS Programme, Paris 2024 preparation, Commonwealth
Games Regional Meeting, Anti-Doping Training, and the ASPC High Performance Conference.

Worthy of mention is our annual PNG Sports Hall of Fame Ceremony which received an
additional boost with Vodafone PNG coming on board to sponsor the event. With their tagline of
together we can, the PNGOC partnered with Vodafone PNG on this unqiue event held at the end
of the year to capture recognition of sporting immortals of the past. We were pleased to induct
Olympian and PNG swimming sensation Ryan Pini and Athletics icon Subul Babo. Both
gentlemen worthy of recognition for their athletic prowess during their competitive days, their
achievements and overall lasting impact on their respective sports.

Sustainable business practices
were further embedded in our
operations, with reduced printing,
electronic distribution of board
packs, and paperless staff
meetings. Weekly wellbeing
sessions continued, promoting a
healthy work-life balance. 

Strategic Partnerships 

Our partnerships with national and international sporting bodies strengthened considerably in
2024. We maintained our productive relationship with the PNG Sports Foundation, and
continued our close working relationships with the National Sports Institute and High
Performance Sport PNG Unit.

Newly inducted sporting legends, Ryan Pini MBE, OL, OLY (white), and Subul Babo, Oly (yellow) posing after the 2024 PNG Sports Hall of Fame with PNGOC reps, Sports Minister and event
sponsor, Vodafone PNG

Left: PNGOC Corporate Manager, Denzil Agi, and
PNGOC Accounts Officer, Hylane Tamarua

Left: PNGOC Programs Coordinator, Mickey
Tamarua PNGOC Secretary General, Desmond

Kaviagu
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A lot of effort and work behind the scenes in the Anti-Doping space was accorded, and we
would like to acknowledge and thank the efforts of the Chair of the PNG SportsAnti-doping
Organization Dr Sere Ugava and the board for their continued drive and efforts in raising the
standards and ensuring compliance for anti-doping in Papua New Guinea. 

A lot of effort and work behind the scenes in the Anti-Doping space was accorded, and we
would like to acknowledge and thank the efforts of the Chair of the PNG SportsAnti-doping
Organization Dr Sere Ugava and the board for their continued drive and efforts in raising the
standards and ensuring compliance for anti-doping in Papua New Guinea.

At the international level, we saw Tamzin Wardley appointed to the Pacific Games Council (PGC),
and Sir John Dawanincura honored as a Life Member of the PGC. We continued to apply for and
utilise the international programs and grants, ensuring Papua New Guinea benefitted from
opportunities provided by the IOC, CGF, and PGC.

Staff and board members represented PNGOC at several international forums including the
Step Up Conference in Fiji, ONOC Annual General Assembly, eqUIP program, MEMOS program
in Greece, and CGF Oceania Regional Meeting in Maldives.

Our relationship with diplomatic missions was strengthened through engagement with the
outgoing French Ambassador to PNG Guillaume Lemoine in February to prepare for the 100
Days to Go celebration, Team PNG farewell event, and Olympic Day in June. Our
acknowledgement and appreciation also is extended to the French Embassy in Papua New
Guinea for your time and collaboration in the lead up to the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. Merci. 

Key Focus Area #2 – Consistent Success for Team PNG

Team PNG Performance Partnership

We would like to acknowledge and thank the National Federations
and stakeholders on board the Performance Partnership that
guided our approach to team preparation and success over this
Olympiad. Your continued involvement and engagement is
important in ensuring Team PNG works towards meeting its
performance objectives. The Justification Committee played an
important role throughout this Olympiad in ensuring the selection
criteria and team composition was done in alignment with the
existing policy, while the Performance Committee ensured resource
allocation decisions aligned with our performance standards. 

Three fitness tests were conducted for Team PNG athletes in April, August, and November,
providing valuable data for monitoring athlete preparation. Again, we acknowledge and thank
Cornelius Papau and his team over at the High Performance Unit as well as Janet Gimots and
her team in Goroka for facilitating these tests throughout the year and overall Olympiad.

Left: PNGOC Secretary General, Desmond Kaviagu
and now former French Ambassador to PNG

Guillaume Lemoine

Table Tennis, Volleyball, and Va'a athlete during fitness and testing at the Taurama Aquatic Centre
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Development Pathways

Development pathways received significant attention, with implementation of initiatives for elite
coach recruitment, retention, and development through our partnership with Kumul
Consolidated Holdings under the 2021-2024 Olympiad. This is an area of focus we will look at
progressing from the teachings and trainings taken under this Olympiad to accelerate our
activities in the new quadrennial.

National championships in Swimming, Va'a, Softball, Athletics, and Table Tennis provided
valuable domestic competition opportunities. These events were crucial in identifying talent and
assessing progress against performance standards. We acknowledge the ongoing efforts of
National Federations in building their talent pools and development pathways and encourage
ongoing planned sessions with our team to plan ahead and capitalize on available funding
sources. 

Support for Elite Athletes

Our support for targeted elite athletes intensified in 2024, focusing on preparation for the Paris
Olympic Games. Nine elite preparation camps and training opportunities were provided across
various sports:

Boxing - Training Camp and Golden Gloves, Australia

Taekwondo - Domestic Training Camp and Honiara Olympic Qualifiers

Weightlifting - Thailand Olympic Qualifiers and Rome (Morea Baru)

Athletics - Australia Gold Coast and Colorado (Leonie Beu)

Swimming – Josh Tarere

Taekwondo - Brisbane (Kevin Kassman and Gibson Mara)

These targeted interventions were designed to maximize Team PNG's performance at the Paris
Olympic Games and other international competitions.

Sports Science and Sports Medicine

We continued building local expertise in sports science and sports medicine, with Matthew
Natusch attending the International Olympic Committee Sports Medicine Conference in
Morocco in February. While we did not achieve our target for performance analytics training, we
remain committed to building this capacity in the future. Similarly, sports science research
initiatives have been identified as an area for potential collaboration with international experts in
the next strategic cycle, and further supporting the team over at the High Performance Unit and
National Sports Institute.
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Key Result Area #3 – Develop the Solidarity and Capability of National Federations and
Athletes

National Federation Development

Throughout 2024, we delivered 11 Oceania Sport Education Program (OSEP) training courses in
the fourth quarter alone. These included:

Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee Inc. 2024 Annual Report 

Netball PSNA: OSEP CLC002 & OSEP CLA001

Fencing NF: OSEP CLC002

NRL PNG: OSEP CLT001 & CLT002

OVEP HEROs: OSEP CLT001 & CLT002

Tufi Sports: OSEP CLA001 & OSEP CLC002

Popondetta Sports: OSEP CLC002 & CLA001 

Additionally, two Gender Equity Workshops were
conducted in Tufi and Popondetta, contributing to
our goal of promoting inclusive sport governance
and leadership. We would like to acknowledge the
work of Ms Alurigo Ravusiro in the coordination
and delivery of the OSEP programs in and around
the country and the collaboration with the
National Federations to promote the OSEP
program and upskill their coaches, clubs, athletes
and officials which in turn benefits the sport and
community.

Eight National Federations achieved compliance
with governance standards by the fourth quarter
and received administration grants as a result. We
thank you for your continued adherence to the
IOC and PNGOC principles of good governance.
Our resource center continued to provide

Athlete Development 

The Athlete Excellence Program awarded all 20
available scholarships in 2024, providing direct
support to promising athletes. We thank the
Institute of Business Studies for their ongoing
partnership and vision in helping prepare our
athletes for a life after sports through the
continued provision of these academic annual
scholarships. The Team PNG HERO Program
training was conducted on November 6-7,
equipping athletes with skills to become role
models and ambassadors for sport in their
communities.

computers and desk space for National Federations requiring support in addition to the use of
the training rooms and board rooms.

Participants during OSEP

OSEP Tufi participants 

Certified Team PNG HERO athletes 
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Additional learning opportunities were provided to National Federations through various
workshops and training programs, including the MOSO program, IOC Safeguarding training, IOC
Competition Manipulation training, and World Anti-Doping Agency Safeguarding Course.

Key Result Area #4 – Sport in Society 

Promoting Olympism

In 2024, we actively promoted Olympism and Olympic values throughout Papua New Guinea.
Olympic Day celebrations were held at the Taurama Aquatic Center on June 21, engaging the
community in Olympic sports and activities. Olympic Channel content was regularly distributed
to 12 media outlets throughout the year, ensuring wide coverage of Olympic sports and events.

Through the Commonwealth Game Changer
Grant, we delivered a workshop at the
Lamana Hotel in the second quarter, focusing
on 2024 activities and priorities for National
Federation development. We acknowledge
the work of the Gender Equity Chair Mrs
Iammo Launa and the gender equity
committee for their efforts in this space of
growing importance.

The Olympic Values Education Program
continued with sessions in schools
throughout the calendar year. This
program has been instrumental in
promoting Olympic values in schools
and communities throughout the
country with the vision of impacting and 

changing and mindset of the younger generations who are the future leaders of tomorrow.

Sport for Development

Our sport for development initiatives expanded in 2024. The Love Your Coast program was
delivered in Rei Village, Manus, in March, promoting environmental awareness through sport.
The Kicks 4 Kokoda program continued with the K4K Tournament planned for December 1,
commemorating World AIDS Day.

Smiling participants of the ORADO Anti-Doping
Training posing with their certificates

Participants during the Olympic Day
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We participated in key events marking significant international days, including International
Women's Day in March, promoting gender equality in sport. The PNG Sports Hall of Fame event
was held on November 7, recognizing outstanding contributions to sports in Papua New Guinea

The SP Sports Awards, held on June 1, celebrated excellence in sport and provided an important
platform to recognize athletic achievement and inspire the next generation.

Partnerships with sport-for-all programs continued, with workshops planned in December with
Team-Up, Community of Practice Oceania, and DFAT focusing on safeguarding in sport, as well
as collaboration with the Kokoda Track Foundation..

Financial Results

The PNGOC maintained a stable financial position in 2024, with prudent management of
resources and strategic allocation of funds to priority areas. Our audited financial statements
were signed on June 24 and circulated to members on June 25.

Commercial partnerships remained a critical source of funding, with sponsor activations carried
out in partnership with our 14 sponsors throughout the year. The Marketing and Revenue
Committee provided oversight of our commercial activities, ensuring alignment with our
strategic objectives.

Olympic Solidarity funding continued to support our programs, with targeted investments in
athlete preparation, National Federation development, and community initiatives. Additional
support from the Pacific2Paris and PacificAus Sports initiatives enabled us to expand our
support for Team PNG's preparation for the Paris Olympic Games. A special mention and
acknowledgement is due to ExxonMobil PNG for their participation grant provided to Team PNG
on the road to Paris which was essential in settling our preparation expenses.

While detailed financial results are provided in the audited financial statements, our overall
financial position remains sound, allowing us to deliver on our strategic objectives while building
reserves for future activities.

Left: Gibson Mara Oly, Taekwondo Athlete, PNGOC Secretary General, Desmond Kaviagu, Ryan Pini MBE, OL,
OLY, ExxonMobil PNG’s Tera Shandro, and Belinda Gurra, Kevin Kassman Oly, Taekwondo Athlete
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Looking Ahead

As we conclude the 2021-2024 Strategic Plan cycle, we are already looking ahead to the next
quadrennial plan. The lessons learned from this cycle, combined with the experience of the Paris
2024 Olympic Games, will inform our strategic direction for 2025 and beyond.

Key priorities for the coming year include:

Development and implementation of the 2025 + Strategic Plan, with clear targets and initiatives

Strengthening our commercial program to ensure sustainable funding for our activities

Building on the momentum of Paris 2024 to enhance the profile of Olympic sports in PNG

Expanding our talent identification and development pathways to prepare for future Games

Deepening our engagement with communities through sport for development initiatives.

Acknowledgments

The achievements outlined in this report would not have been possible without the dedication
and commitment of many individuals and organizations. I extend my sincere gratitude to:

The PNGOC Executive Board, led by our President, for their guidance and strategic oversight

Our member National Federations for their collaboration and commitment to developing
their sports

Team PNG athletes who represented our country with pride and determination

Our commercial partners whose support enables our programs and activities, namely –
Trukai Industries Limited, South Pacific Brewrey, Exxon Mobil PNG, Vodafone PNG, PacificAus
Sports through the Australian High Commission, the Coral Sea Hotels, Air Niugini, Theodist
Business Superstore, the Institude of Business Studies, the National Newspaper, Media
Partners Limited,the Blue 7 Team, Trophy Haus and Vanguard International 

The PNG Sports Foundation and Government of Papua New Guinea for their continued
partnership

The International Olympic Committee, Oceania National Olympic Committees, the
Association of National Olympic Committees, Commonwealth Games Federation
(Commonwealth Sport), and the Pacific Games Council for their support

Our program partners the Kokoda Track Foundation, Exxon Mobil, the Cancer Council, Team
Up, United Nations
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I would also like to acknowledge the support of our international partners, including the
Australian Government through the PacificAus Sports program, and the team over at the
Australian Olympic Committee for their continued close collaboration and contribution to
sports development in Papua New Guinea.

As we conclude this strategic cycle and look ahead to the next cycle and beyond, we move
forward knowing that we will do everything we can through our platform of sports to bring pride
and unity to our country. Together let’s reaffirm that pledge, through sports to bring back pride
and unit for Papua New Guinea, and for Team PNG.

Desmond Kaviagu
Secretary General
Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee
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XXXIIII OLYMPIC GAMES, PARIS 2024
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Friday, July 26, 2024 - Sunday, August, 2024 
#Allonsy-PNG

The XXXIII Olympic Games were held in Paris, France, from 26 July to 11 August 2024, marking a
historic return of the Games to the French capital exactly 100 years since it last hosted in 1924.

The Paris 2024 Games brought together over 200 nations and more than 10,000 athletes from
around the world to compete in the pinnacle of international sporting competition.

Team Papua New Guinea proudly participated in the global event, with
representation in five sports: Athletics, Boxing, Swimming, Taekwondo, and 
Weightlifting. These athletes stood among the world's best, 
showcasing the spirit, determination, and pride of our nation on the grandest 
sporting stage.

The team was led by Chef de Mission Ryan Pini, MBE, OL, OLY, PNG swimming 
legend, who provided leadership and guidance throughout the campaign. 
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Ryan Pini, MBE, OL, OLY
Team PNG Chef de Mission

Paris 2024

As Chef de Mission for Team PNG to the Paris 2024 Olympic Games, Ryan Pini had the
opportunity to display his excellent leadership skills by guiding the team through preparations,
and supporting the national delegation on the world’s biggest sporting stage. Responsible for
overseeing the team's logistics, coordination, athlete welfare, and representation at official
Olympic functions, Ryan ensured that Team PNG operated smoothly and maintained a high
standard of professionalism and unity throughout the Games.

His calm leadership, experience in elite competition, and deep understanding of athlete needs
made him a trusted figure among athletes and officials alike. Ryan served as the key link
between Team PNG and the International Olympic Committee, Paris 2024 Organizing
Committee, and Games stakeholders, advocating for the best possible experience and outcomes
for PNG’s athletes.

A former elite athlete himself, Ryan is one of Papua New Guinea’s most celebrated swimmers, a
four-time Olympian, and a Commonwealth Games gold medalist. His transition from athlete to
leader reflects his continued commitment to PNG sport and his passion for uplifting the next
generation of athletes. Paris 2024 marked another chapter in his remarkable contribution to
Team PNG and the Olympic Movement in Papua New Guinea.
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Team PNG Chef de Mission to Paris 2024

Success is not
about the

destination, but the
journey

-Ryan Pini, MBE, OL, OLY
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Flag Bearer Profiles
Georgia-Leigh Vele and Gibson Mara were proudly named as the flag bearers for Team Papua
New Guinea to the XXXIII Olympic Games in Paris 2024. As flag bearers, they represented the
strength, unity, and pride of Papua New Guinea on the global Olympic stage.

Georgia-Leigh Vele

Sport: Swimming
Age: 25
Province: Kalo Village,
Central Province

Below are some pictures of Georgia-Leigh during Paris 2024

Georgia-Leigh Vele is one of Papua New Guinea’s top swimmers and a trailblazer in the pool.
Specialising in the 50m Freestyle, she has consistently delivered podium-worthy performances
on the regional stage. At the 2023 Pacific Games, she earned Bronze in the 50m Breaststroke,
the only swimmer from Team PNG to win an individual medal. Her success continued at the
2024 Oceania Championships, where she added a Bronze in the 50m Butterfly, and played key
roles in PNG’s relay medal haul, Silver in the 4x100m Freestyle and Mixed Freestyle, and Bronze
in the 4x200m Freestyle and 4x100m Medley.

Having narrowly missed qualification for Tokyo 2020, Georgia-Leigh returned stronger, recording
a personal best in the 50m Freestyle at the 2024 Oceania Championships. Off the pool deck, she
is also a mentor to young swimmers, contributing her time and experience to developing PNG’s
future talents.
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Gibson Mara, Oly
Athlete (Taekwondo)
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Flag Bearer Profiles

Gibson Mara

Sport: Taekwondo
(+z80kg)
Age: 25
Province: West New
Britain

Representing Taekwondo in the +80kg category, Gibson Mara has made an inspiring rise
through the sport. His journey, from a newcomer to a national champion, has been defined by
hard work, personal sacrifice, and a fierce determination to succeed. He earned his place at the
Paris 2024 Olympic Games after progressing through national competitions, the Pacific Games,
and ultimately, the Olympic Qualification event in Solomon Islands.

Gibson’s story reflects the growing strength of Taekwondo in PNG and stands as a symbol of
hope and inspiration for athletes emerging from less traditional Olympic disciplines. His
selection as a flag bearer recognizes not just his athletic accomplishments, but the spirit of
perseverance and pride he carries on behalf of Papua New Guinea.

Gibson in action at the 2024 Paris Olympic Games
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General Management Team 

Ryan Pini, Mbe
Chef de Mission

Christabella Amona
Admin & Ops

Dr. Kapua Kapua
Chief Medical Officer

Mathew Natusch
Chief Physiotherapist

Asiani Vagi
Welfare Officer

Wade Brennan
Photographer
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A t h l e t i c s

Team PNG

Brett Green
Team Official 

Athletics

Leonie Beu, Oly
Age: 25

Sport: Athletics
Event: 100m

B o x i n g

John Ume, Oly
Age: 28

Sport: Boxing
Stance: Orthodox
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Leonie Beu, a talented sprinter from Papua New
Guinea, competed in the 200 meters at the 2022
Commonwealth Games. In 2023, she reached a major
milestone by becoming just the fourth Papua New
Guinean woman to run the 200 meters in under 24
seconds, recording an impressive 23.61 seconds in
Denton, Texas, USA. Later that year, at the Oceania
Athletics Cup in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands,
Beu played a key role in Team Melanesia’s victory at
the fourth edition of the Cup, earning a total of 28
points across the 100m, 200m, and 400m events.

John Ume represented Papua New Guinea in the
men’s 63.5kg boxing division at the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, marking his second Olympic
appearance. He was a late but proud addition to
Team PNG after receiving a special invitation
through the Solomon Islands’ withdrawal from
boxing.

Originally from Kairuku and raised in Hohola, Port Moresby, Ume
took up boxing in 2012 as a form of self-defense and quickly rose
through the ranks. He earned his first national team call-up in 2016
and went on to win bronze at the 2017 Oceania Championships,
silver at the 2017 Pacific Mini Games, and gold at the 2019 Pacific
Games.

Ume also competed at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, qualifying through a
tripartite invitation. His participation in Paris 2024 was a continuation
of a remarkable boxing journey defined by resilience, national pride,
and a deep passion for the sport.

Peter Morrison
Team Official

Boxing
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S W I M M I N G

Josh Tarere, Oly
Age: 24

Sport: Swimming
Event: 100m Freestyle

Carly Pini
Team Official

Swimming

Georgia Leigh-Vele, Oly
Age: 25

Sport: Swimming
Event: 50m Freestyle
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In 2023, Georgia-Leigh Vele delivered strong
performances in events such as the Women’s 50m
Breaststroke, 50m Butterfly, 4×200m Freestyle Relay,
and 4×100m Medley Relay at the Solomon Islands
Pacific Games and the XIII AUS-OSA Championships,
earning bronze medals and recording times of 34.75
seconds (Breaststroke) and 29.57 seconds (Butterfly).
Despite these results, she did not qualify for Paris 2024
on merit.

Instead, Georgia-Leigh was later selected to represent Team PNG at the Paris 2024
Olympic Games via a universality slot granted by World Aquatics, allowing her to
compete in the Women’s 50m Freestyle. This special invitation recognized her
potential and consistent regional performances

Josh Tarere represented Papua New Guinea in the men’s 100m freestyle at
the Paris 2024 Olympic Games, securing his place through a universality

slot granted by World Aquatics. This marked his Olympic debut on the
world stage.

Prior to Paris, Tarere made his mark in 2024 at the XIII OSA
Championships in Australia, where he achieved a silver medal as a

member of the Mixed 4×100m Freestyle Relay, clocking a time of
3:52.20. He also competed in the 50m freestyle individual event,

showcasing his versatility and contributing to national relay efforts.

At the Olympics, Tarere posted a personal best of 53.85 seconds in
his 100m freestyle heat, an improvement from his entry time of 54.11,

finishing first in his heat and ranking 72nd overall.
Trained under a World Aquatics scholarship at Thailand’s elite

Thanyapura Centre, Tarere’s preparation was supported by rigorous
coaching and a highly focused training environment. 

Rick Van Der Zant
Team Official 

Swimming 
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T A E K W O N D O

Gibson Mara, Oly
Age: 25

Sport: Taekwondo
Event: +80kg

Kevin Kassman, Oly
Age: 25

Sport: Taekwondo
Category: -68kg
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Gibson Mara represented Papua New Guinea in the
men’s +80kg Taekwondo division at the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, qualifying on merit after winning gold
at the 2024 Oceania Olympic Qualification Tournament
in Honiara, Solomon Islands. He made national history
by becoming the first Papua New Guinean to win a
round in Olympic Taekwondo, advancing through the
round of 32 before narrowly losing in the next bout.

Edward Kassman
Team Official 

Taekwondo 

Originally from West New Britain, Mara only began practicing Taekwondo
in 2022. His rapid rise in the sport saw him win gold at the Northern
Region Championships that year, followed by bronze medals at both the
PNG National Championships and the 2023 Pacific Games. 

Kevin Kassman earned his spot in the men’s −68 kg Taekwondo division at
the Paris 2024 Olympic Games by qualifying on merit, clinching a silver

medal at the 2024 Oceania Olympic Qualification Tournament in Honiara,
Solomon Islands. His achievement reflected consistent top-level

performance and established him as one of Papua New Guinea’s leading
fighters in the sport.

In 2022, Kassman rose to national prominence by securing gold medals at
both the Southern Regionals and National Championships in Port

Moresby, showcasing his dominance in domestic competition. The
following year, he continued to impress, earning a bronze medal as part of

the PNG team at the 2023 Pacific Games, and taking silver at both the
Oceania Championships and the Oceania Qualification Tournament,

affirming his readiness for Olympic-level competition.

At the Paris 2024 Olympics, Kassman made a strong debut
in the Grand Palais, facing off in his opening bout against

Great Britain’s Bradley Sinden, a top-ranked opponent and
Tokyo 2020 silver medallist. Though he was edged out 2–0,

his composure and skill earned praise from both Team
PNG officials and fans, marking a significant milestone in

the nation’s Olympic Taekwondo journey
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WEIGHTLIFTING

Morea Baru
Age: 34

Sport: Weightlifting
Event: 61kg
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Morea Baru secured his place in the men’s 61 kg weightlifting division
at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games through a merit-based
qualification process, finishing among the top lifters in the Oceania
continental rankings. Entering Paris as a three-time Olympian, Baru
solidified his status as PNG’s leading lifter after topping the 2024
Oceania qualification standings.

Willie Tamasi
Team Official 
Weigjtlifting

At the Paris 2024 Olympics, Baru delivered his
best career result at his third Games, finishing

Born on April 15, 1990, Baru has represented
PNG with distinction for over a decade. He
finished 6th at Rio 2016, 10th at Tokyo 2020,
and earned continental titles earlier in his
career, including gold at the 2016 Oceania
Championships in Suva with a 283 kg total,
and gold at the 2016 Australian International
Open with a 291 kg total. He also placed 4th
at the 2014 Commonwealth Games.

5th overall in the men’s 61 kg division. He lifted 118 kg in 
the snatch and a powerful 161 kg in the clean & jerk, for a combined
total of 279 kg. This performance marked the highest Olympic
placing ever achieved by a PNG weightlifter and was celebrated by
fellow Pacific athletes as a landmark moment.

Team PNG Overall Participation
Papua New Guinea was proudly represented at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games by a contingent
of 18 members, comprising 6 athletes and 12 officials across five sports: Athletics, Swimming,
Boxing, Taekwondo, and Weightlifting.

Team PNG athletes delivered strong and inspiring performances on the global stage. Sprinter
Leonie Beu competed in the 200m, marking her debut with a solid run. Swimmers Josh Tarere
and Georgia-Leigh Vele both set personal bests in their events, with Josh finishing first in his
heat in the men’s 100m freestyle. Boxer John Ume stepped up to represent PNG through a
special invitation and put up a courageous performance. In Taekwondo, Gibson Mara made
history as the first Papua New Guinean to win a round in Olympic Taekwondo, while Kevin
Kassman, also a merit-based qualifier, showcased skill and resilience in his Olympic debut.

Veteran weightlifter Morea Baru delivered PNG’s standout result, finishing fifth overall in the
men’s 61kg division, the highest Olympic placing ever by a PNG weightlifter.
The athletes' efforts in Paris 2024 reflected determination, pride, and the spirit of Team PNG,
paving the way for future generations of Olympians.
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2024 PNG Sports Hall of Fame
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The PNG Sports Hall of Fame was established by the PNG Olympic Committee in 2011 to honour
outstanding athletes and contributors who have shaped sports in Papua New Guinea and
inspired future generations.

As of 2024, it includes 25 inductees across various disciplines, reflecting PNG’s rich sporting
heritage. During the 8th edition of the Hall of Fame held at Port Moresby’s APEC Haus on
November 7, 2024, two new members were inducted. Ryan Pini, MBE, OL, OLY known as PNG’s
“Golden Fish,” was honored for his remarkable swimming career, which includes a gold medal at
the 2006 Commonwealth Games, a finals appearance at the 2008 Olympics, and multiple Pacific
Games medals. He was also recognized with an MBE in 2006 and a Lifetime Achievement Award
in 2008. Subul Babo, Oly, a former sprinter and standout athlete who transitioned from soccer to
dominate in athletics, was also inducted, solidifying his place among PNG’s sporting greats.
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Prime Minister's Corporate Golf
Challenge Lae Gallery
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Prime Minister's Corporate Golf
Challenge POM Gallery
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Programs 
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The Olympic Values Education Program (OVEP) delivered by PNGOC uses Olympic ideals,
excellence, respect and friendship to educate and inspire young people. In November 2024,
OVEP reached over 762 students across four schools in Kokopo, led by Team PNG HERO athletes
who shared personal stories and facilitated a touch football tournament to reinforce these
values through interactive learning. 

The Oceania Sports Education Program (OSEP) complements this approach by providing
broader regional training across the Pacific, though specific PNG outreach details are managed
through PNGOC’s athlete and coach development pathways. Under their “athlete ambassador”
program, the PNGOC’s Kicks 4 Kokoda initiative, in partnership with Kokoda Track Foundation
and Grassroot Soccer, brings Team PNG HERO athletes into the Oro Province community to lead
health‑focused football sessions, mentorship and inclusive tournaments that promote sporting
values, gender equality and improved youth health outcomes. Below are a few pictures from our
programs that ran last year.
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Trukai Industries Limited
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Trukai Fun Run Launch
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Trukai Fun Run Auctions POM
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Trukai Fun Run Auctions Lae
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Trukai Fun Run Event
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Trukai Fun Run EventSP Brewery Limited
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The National
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ExxonMobil PNG
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Theodist Limited
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Trophy Haus PNG



62

Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee Inc. 2024 Annual Report 

Vodafone PNG



The Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee (PNGOC) is a non-
government, not-for-profit organization dedicated to inspiring and
uniting Papua New Guineans through sporting excellence and
success. The PNGOC believes in sport as a catalyst for sustainable
and inclusive development. The committee is responsible for
selecting, sending, and funding Team PNG to the Olympic Games,
Commonwealth Games, and Pacific Games. This mission is
accomplished by collaborating with member national sports
federations and receiving support from sponsors, partners, and the
government. The PNG Olympic Committee is deeply grateful for
the support of its sponsors and partners, which enables Team PNG
athletes to achieve their dreams.

BELIEVE. EXCEL. INSPIRE
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