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MIS SION
OUR

To be the best performing Pacif-

ic National Olym- pic  Committee 

and achieve Team PNG Games 

Success by part- nering with 

Government, our Sponsors and the 

Olympic Move- ment, Enhancing 

the Capacity and Capability of our 

member National Federations.

INSPIRE and UNITE Papua 
New Guineans through 
Sporting EXCELLENCE & 
SUCCESS.
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VALUES
OUR

MIS SION
OUR

To be the best performing Pacif-

ic National Olym- pic  Committee 

and achieve Team PNG Games 

Success by part- nering with 

Government, our Sponsors and the 

Olympic Move- ment, Enhancing 

the Capacity and Capability of our 

member National Federations.

HONESTY
EXCELLENCE
RESPECT
OPENNESS

A value-based organisation that maintains 
its integrity by showing our commitment to 
our values.
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First and foremost, on behalf of our Executive Board and Members, as well as PNG as a 
whole, allow me to congratulate our Secretary General, Auvita Rapilla for her appointment 
as a Member to the International Olympic Committee.

Her commitment, dedication and loyalty built a firm foundation for her recognition by the 
Executive Board of the International Olympic Committee, and we are all extremely proud 
of her.

I wish to also acknowledge the appointment of Tamzin Wardley as Vice President – Audit & 
Finance of the Pacific Games Council (PGC), and she joins Ryan Pini, as the Athletes Repre-
sentative on the same board.

Allow me also to thank affiliated members of PNG Olympic Committee for their confidence 
in not only re-electing me unopposed as President of the PNG Olympic Committee, but also 
re-electing other members of the Executive Board who were also unopposed:
Mel Donald, Senior Vice President; Emma Waiwai, Female Vice President; Tamzin Wardley, 
Treasurer; Vincent Bull, Legal Advisor and Syd Yates, Chairman Fundraising.

We are most grateful to the members and thank you for the honour to serve our athletes 
through you for another term.

We also welcome our new Male Vice President, Michael Henao to the Board.

Secretary General Auvita Rapilla will continue in her role to the end of her contract in 2020, 
and our Athletes Commission Chairperson, Karo Lelai and Deputy Chair, Ryan Pini will also 
continue in their roles to the end of the 2019 Pacific Games.

I take this opportunity to thank the former Male Vice-President, Richard Kassman for 
his commitment to the PNGOC over his four-year term, and his endeavours in improving 
PNGOC Good Governance and Best Practice. We also acknowledge his notable roles as the 
Chef de Mission for the 2013 Pacific Mini-Games in Wallis & Futuna and the 2015 Pacific 
Games in Port Moresby.
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“As President, I am committed to

ensuring the PNG Olympic Committee’s 

efforts are targeted towards our vision to 

Inspire and Unite Papua New Guineans 

through Sporting Excellence and Success.”

Team PNG’s attendance at the Olympic Games was also 
a highlight of our 2016 sporting calendar, and I would 
like to congratulate our athletes for their tremendous ef-
forts in qualifying to participate at the Games of the XXXI 
Olympiad in Rio de Janeiro, Brasil. 

The efforts of our eight athletes under the guidance of 
Chef de Mission Emma Waiwai and her team of officials 
was inspirational and they should all be justifiably proud, 
in their pursuit of excellence. You all did PNG Proud.

A new direction for PNGOC was established in 2016 with 
the endorsement of the Way Forward in our 2016-2020 
Strategic Plan. 

As President, I am committed to ensuring the PNG Olym-
pic Committee’s efforts are targeted towards our vision 
to Inspire and Unite Papua New Guineans through Sport-
ing Excellence and Success.

As part of this process our Executive Board will therefore 
need to not only provide opportunities for our sports 
men and women but also focus on strengthening the 
capacity and capabilities of our member National Fed-
erations. After all our success depends on the efforts of 
all our stakeholders including the dedicated individuals 
involved within our National Federations.

They are the driving force of sport in Papua New Guinea, 
and I take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank 
them for their voluntary efforts in guiding our athletes, 
with the assistance of PNGOC Executive Board and Man-

agement, in pursuing their dreams. 
Sport in PNG has reached a new level, but the glitter 
from the 2015 Pacific Games will not last forever and fo-
cus needs to be given to strengthening capacity of sport 
at all levels to sustain performance.

The adoption of a new constitution augers well for the 
implementation of our new Strategic Direction with a 
clear Vision, Mission and Values.

The adoption of the new Constitution included but not 
limited to:
Electoral process with staggered terms of office for Exec-
utive Members,
The requirement for member National Federations to be 
incorporated.

I also wish to acknowledge the PNG Sports Foundation 
in coordinating the National Sports Conference with dis-
cussions on important areas related to the development 
of sport in PNG culminating in the proposed review of 
the National Sports Policy.

The review of the National Sports Policy is an import-
ant exercise that PNGOC stands ready to be involved in 
along with other stakeholders. 

As we continue to strive for the best results at all inter-
national events we participate in, I would like to applaud 
and thank our Corporate Sponsors for their unwavering 
support that has enabled us to provide the best oppor-
tunities for our athletes and teams. Their support of our 
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athletes enables them to reach their best potential.

It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge our family of 
sponsors:
Trukai Industries
Exxon Mobil PNG LNG
Air Niugini
Pacific MMI
SP Brewery
The National
Coral Sea Hotels
Institute of Business Studies
National Gaming Control Board
Theodist
Media Partners

The PNG Olympic Committee Secretariat played an enor-
mous role in achieving our objectives in 2016 and I wish 
to thank the management and staff under the leadership 

of Secretary General, Auvita Rapilla and her Deputy, An-
drew Lepani for their hard work and dedication in the 
delivery of service to National Federations and our elite 
athletes.

I also take this opportunity to thank my fellow members 
of the Executive Board for their guidance and advice in 
steering the ship in the right direction based on a new 
Constitution and Strategic Plan.

We will obviously face some challenges along the way. 
However, our strength will be based on our unity to 
overcome these challenges. In the event we hit a brick 
wall, we just have to remember a quote from the former 
Ethiopian marathon runner (and two-time Olympic gold 
medalist), Haile Gebrselassie:

“Impossible is nothing.”
This also applies to our future vision of an Olympic
Medal.

“Sport in PNG has reached a new

level, but the glitter from the 2015

Pacific Games will not last forever and 

focus needs to be given to strengthening 

capacity of sport at all levels to sustain 

performance.”
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SECRETARY GENERAL’S 
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2016 represented the first year of our new Strategic Plan 2016-2020.

Our vision “To Inspire and Unite Papua New Guineans through Sporting Excellence and Suc-
cess” motivated our programmes and activities in 2016.

Our values of ‘Honesty, Excellence, Respect and Openness’ underpin everything we do 
guiding decisions and behaviour of the organisation.

Our strategy is delivered through our Key Result Areas that reflect our mission to be the 
Best Performing Pacific NOC and achieve Team PNG Games Success by Partnering with 
with Government, our Sponsors and the Olympic Movement; Building Capacity of National 
Federations; and Providing Athletes with Opportunities to Inspire.

To be the Best Performing Pacific NOC, we embarked on ensuring key documents and pol-
icies were in place to guide our strategic direction and ensure the organisation is properly 
governed in compliance with the Basic Universal Principles of Good Governance.

I am pleased to report our 2016-2020 Strategic Plan remains a live document, compliment-
ed with Annual Operational Plans, implemented, monitored, evaluated and reported on a 
quarterly basis to the Executive Board.

The requirement of member National Federations to be incorporated under our new Con-
stitution, are steps taken for our members to be established as legal entities registered with 
IPA. The annual audit of compliance is carried out each year, to ensure compliance by our 
members in fulfilling the constitutional requirements of PNGOC. 

A number of policies were developed and adopted in 2016 which included: Gender Equity 
Policy; Spending Authority & Signatory Policy, Sports Funding Policy, Travel Policy; Conflict 
of Interest Policy and Code of Conduct for Board, Staff and Committee members.

New terms of reference were developed for all PNGOC Committees and new members 
appointed.
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 “2016 was a special year and my appointment as 

a Member of the International Olympic Committee 

was the highlight of my career. Serving the PNG 

Olympic Committee and its member National Feder-

ations over 22 years has shaped and influenced my 

career in Sports Management. I am greatly indebted 

to you all for the experience and support.”

In 2016 we also launched our new institutional logos in-
corporating the Team PNG Kumul across all 3 logos for 
uniformity and Team PNG logo as our commercial logo 
to drive Team PNG branding and support. 

To honour and recognise the achievements of our sport-
ing heroes, five more sporting legends were inducted 
into the PNG Sports Hall of Fame and we witnessed sev-
eral Team PNG members win SP Sports Awards in recog-
nition of their 2015 accomplishments.

Financial sustainability through our commercial revenue 
generation enabled PNGOC to fulfil its 2016 objectives 
and deliver on its key mandate of ensuring Team PNG’s 
participation at the Olympic Games. 

Team PNG Success continues to be a key focus and in 
2016 all efforts were channelled to support and prepare 
our athletes for the Rio Olympic Games. Our 8 athletes 
did us proud at the tenth Olympic Games Team PNG has 
competed at, with five of them making their debut and 
experiencing the Olympic games for the very first time. 
It was extremely pleasing to see Morea Baru awarded an 
Olympic Diploma for finishing sixth in the 62 kg Weight-
lifting division. 

Team PNG’s participation at the Rio Olympic Games was 
made possible through our Sponsorship and Fundraising 
Program and Olympic Games Subsidies received from 
the International Olympic Committee.

The Team PNG Athletes and Officials Selection Polices 
were updated; and a new Team PNG Performance Strat-
egy was developed to compliment the Strategic Plan and 
guide PNGOC’s investment in high performance by set-
ting targets for Team PNG at each of the Games in this 

strategic period and defining how support will be provid-
ed to Team PNG, the National Federations and athletes 
and officials as part of their preparations for respective 
games.

It was pleasing to have several National Federations de-
velop their Games Preparation Plans reflecting the key 
activities they have identified to prepare their athletes 
for Team PNG Games participation. PNGOC used these 
plans to assist with funding allocations and they provide 
clarity on sports alignment to Team PNG Games’ goals.

Partnership with Stakeholders is imperative to partner 
and align in achieving our strategic objectives. We value 
the partnership of Government through the PNG Sports 
Foundation and in 2016 we jointly delivered the Oceania 
Sport Education Program and staged the National Sports 
Conference. Although an MOU with PNGSF is yet to be 
formalised, we are also grateful for the support to Na-
tional Squads through the High Performance Unit pro-
grammes and services.

We would not be able to achieve our objectives without 
the support of our family of Corporate Sponsors and for 
that we are extremely grateful .

PNGOC took on the role of focal point for the Pacific 
Sports Partnership programme and collaboration with 
the UN office allowed PNGOC to expand its stakeholder 
base and extend its collaborative efforts in the sports for 
development sphere.

Working with the IOC, ONOC, CGF and PGC remains vi-
tal in enriching our partnership to achieve our common 
goals. I was extremely humbled to be voted in as an IOC 
member at the congress prior to the Rio Olympics, be-
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coming the first female from the Pacific and Papua New 
Guinean to become an IOC Member. Also in 2016, Trea-
surer Tamzin Wardley was elected Vice President - Audit 
& Finance of the Pacific Games Council and became the 
first female ever elected to the Executive Board of the 
PGC. Papua New Guinean representation within our in-
ternational sporting movements is important to ensuring 
our views are accounted for at the decision making level.

Enhancing the Capacity of National Federations is a key 
focus to assist National Federations achieve their high 
performance targets while complying with PNGOC gov-
ernance requirements.

The Oceania Sport Education Program (OSEP) was de-
livered during the course of the year which included 
training of Master Educators and Educators; the com-
pletion of the first PNG MOSO Course (Advance Sports 
Management Course targeted at NF Executive level), 
MiSO Course (Sports Admin), CC&O Course (for Coaches 
and Officials) and SiC Course (for Administrators). These 
courses are aimed at up-skilling those who deliver sport 
in PNG.

The PNG Olympic Committee firmly believes in the im-
portance of having athletes at the center of everything 
it does. We see Team PNG as the driver to “Inspire and 
Unite Papuan New Guineans through Sporting Excel-
lence and Success”. Providing Athletes with Opportuni-
ties to Inspire is the hallmark of our Team PNG H.E.R.O. 
Program.

HERO, which stands for the PNG Olympic Committee’s 
values of Honesty, Excellence, Respect and Openness, 
trains and equips Team PNG athletes with the knowl-

edge and skills to be role models for their sport and their 
communities. 

 Our athletes have an important place in the community 
and must be supported as role models and ambassadors. 
The experience they gain and the lessons they learn will 
provide them with the essential life skills as they pursue 
excellence in sports and excellence in life.

With a boost in support from ExxonMobil, our Olympic 
Values Education Program (OVEP) gained momentum 
and extended to other centres outside of Port Moresby.
Under our Athlete Excellence Program, the first batch of 
athletes graduated in Certificate courses through schol-
arships at the Institute of Business Studies University. 

In closing, 2016 was a special year and my appointment 
as a Member of the International Olympic Committee 
was the highlight of my career. Serving the PNG Olympic 
Committee and its member National Federations over 
22 years has shaped and influenced my career in Sports 
Management. I am greatly indebted to you all for the 
experience and support. I extend my deepest gratitude 
to you all. 

As we witness our athletes excel on the international 
stage, it is my fervent hope that more Papuan New Guin-
eans will step up into international roles of administra-
tion and officiating.

Thank you again, and we look forward to working with 
you all in making 2017 an even better and bigger year.

Best wishes for 2017 and continue to Believe, Excel and 
Inspire! 

“The PNG Olympic Committee firmly believes in 

the importance of having athletes at the center 

of everything it does. We see Team PNG as the 

driver to ‘Inspire and Unite Papua New Guineans 

through Sporting Excellence and Success’.”
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It has been another full year for the Papua New 
Guinea Olympic Committee with focus in 2016 
directed towards the staging of its annual events 
as well as Team PNG’s participation at the biggest 
international sporting event, the Olympic Games. 

2016 also represented the first year under the 
PNGOC’s new Strategic Plan 2016-2020. Through 
this period the organization is guided by its vi-
sion to “Inspire and Unite Papua New Guineans 
through Sporting Excellence and Success.” It was 
this vision and our strategic direction that motivat-
ed our efforts throughout the year. 

The new strategic plan was formally adopted by 
members at the Annual General Assembly held in 
May. Members also adopted a new constitution 
with key changes to electoral process, staggered 
terms of office for executives and the requirement 

for member federations to be incorporated. 

In line with the new constitution, PNGOC has de-
veloped revised Terms of Reference for its various 
committees and has established the Gender Equi-
ty Committee. 

The AGA also saw President Sir John Dawanincu-
ra given the mandate to continue in the role for 
another four-year term, along with Mel Donald 
– Senior Vice President, Emma Waiwai – Female 
Vice President, Syd Yates – Chairman of Fundrais-
ing, Vincent Bull - Legal Advisor and Tamzin Ward-
ley – Treasurer. The sole new board member to 
be elected was Michael Henao, in the position of 
Male Vice President.

The appointment of PNGOC Board Members in 
2016 to international positions is recognition to 

PNG Olympic Committee 2016 Report
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the work of the organization. The most notable was 
the appointment of PNGOC Secretary General, Auvi-
ta Rapilla as a Member on the International Olym-
pic Committee during the 129th IOC session in Rio 
on August 4th. She was among eight new members 
elected. 
Another notable appointment was of PNGOC Board 
member and Treasurer, Tamzin Wardley who was 
elected as Treasurer for the Pacific Games Council. 
She joined Athlete Representative Ryan Pini on the 
PGC Executive.

The PNG Olympic Committee traditionally has a cal-
endar full of activities.

The week surrounding Olympic Day on June 23rd 
was celebrated with a series of activities targeted 
at schools and communities to promote the Olym-
pic Movement and living a healthy and active life-
style based on the three pillars of “Move”, “Learn”, 

and “Discover”. Staff from the PNGOC together with 
Team PNG athletes ran Olympic Values activities and 
coordinated a sports demonstration day which saw 
over 300 students try some familiar and not so famil-
iar sports.

Similar activities were carried out throughout the 
year through the Olympic Values Education Pro-
gramme (OVEP), which up-scaled in 2016 through 
support provided by ExxonMobil. The programme 
visited schools and communities in Lae, Alotau, Kim-
be, Hides and Kaparoko amongst other places, to pro-
vide awareness on the Olympic Values of Friendship, 
Excellence and Respect through interactive learning 
sessions. It emphasizes that these values often found 
in sports can be associated to all aspects of life.

With the selection of Port Moresby in 2016 as one 
of seven pilot cities from around the world for the 
global Active City programme, PNGOC will be part-

Auvita Rapilla (fourth from left) stands next to IOC President, Thomas Bach and other new IOC members following their 
appointment as IOC Members in August, 2016. PHOTO: IOC.
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nering with NCDC and Governor Powes Parkop in 
bringing the message of sport for all and sustain-
able health to city residents.

Providing athletes with opportunities to inspire 
and assisting them to develop their personal ca-
pacity is a core element of the work of PNGOC. 
With this in mind, an inaugural group of Team PNG 
athletes underwent training through the PNGOC 
H.E.R.O programme. The H.E.R.O programme 
which stands for PNGOC’s values of Honesty, Ex-
cellence, Respect and Openness is a training pro-
gramme that aims at equipping Team PNG athletes 
with the necessary skills and expertise to be role 
models for their sport and their communities. The 
program incorporates aspects of the ONOC Ath-
letes Commission’s Excellence for Life programme 
and the IOC’s Athlete Career Programme as well as 
the Oceania Sports Education Programme.

Leading the way as athlete role models has been 
the PNG Athlete Commission through its chairper-
son Karo Lelai and her team. The Athletes Com-
mission hosted the Athletes Fun Day on December 
10 under the theme ‘Education Through Sports’. 
Athletes were exposed to important information 
from a range of organisations, which focused on 
developing them as individuals and athletes. They 
then listened to presentations on importance is-
sues affecting them including selection policies 
and concluded the day with a concert and a fun 
and inclusive game of sit down volleyball.

Under the auspices of its Love Your Coast sport 
and environment programme, PNGOC joined its 
partners to participate in environment and com-
munity clean up and awareness campaigns. This 
saw beach clean-up activities in Lealea village, Ela 
Beach and a community clean up in Down Town 

2016 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

16



PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.2016 ANNUAL REPORT

17

Port Moresby with the US Embassy. PNGOC also 
partnered with Sustainable Coastlines PNG on their 
NCDC supported Clean-Up Moresby campaign.

The focus on enhancing the capacity of its member 
National Federations was provided for by PNGOC 
through the Oceania Sports Education Programme 
training programmes delivered over the year. This 
included the training of more Master Educators and 
Educators and the completion of the first PNG MOSO 
course in addition to the staging of MiSO course, 
CC&O course and SiC course. 

Professional development opportunities were pre-
sented to members of our organization in 2016. 

Female Vice-President and Chair of the Women In 
Sport Committee, Emma Waiwai, took part in the 
Women’s Sport Leadership Academy. The Athletes 
Commission Chairperson, Karo Lelai was accepted to 

MEMOS XX where she will be focusing her project on 
improving good governance at the National Federa-
tion level by providing a solid template for a constitu-
tion. Staff member Shareena Tanabi took part in the 
International Olympic Academy, growing her appre-
ciation for the Olympic Movement and adding value 
to her coordination of the Olympic Values Education 
Programme in PNG.

In 2016, the PNGOC also took on the role of focal 
point in PNG for the Pacific Sports Partnership pro-
gramme; a role PNGOC has welcomed and one, 
which has allowed the organization to expand its 
stakeholder base and extend its collaborative efforts 
in the sports for development sphere.

Recognition of those involved with sport is import-
ant to PNGOC and the 2016 SP Sports Awards saw a 
record number of seven awards given to Team PNG 
members for their efforts in 2015.

LEGENDS: 2016 PNG Sports Hall of Fame inductees (L-R), Nigel Cluer, Tumat Sogolik, Salitia Pipit, David and Jackson 
Seeto. PHOTO: A. Molen/PNGOC. 
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This year the PNGOC also had the honour of in-
ducting five of PNG’s sporting legends into the 
PNG Sports Hall of Fame. This year’s inductees 
were weightlifting siblings, David and Jackson 
Seeto; former sprinter, Salitia Pipit; swimmer, Ni-
gel Cluer and boxing legend, Tumat Sogolik. Their 
medal winning exploits in the 1960s and 1970s for 
PNG made them truly worthy of joining the first 
Hall of Fame inductees Sir John Kaputin and Ed-
ward Laboran in PNG sports immortality.

The Trukai Fun Run was as popular as ever in 2016 
with over 50,000 participants hitting the streets 
to take part in the nationwide event on June 26, 
with 30,000 from Port Moresby alone. The bril-
liant sponsorship from Trukai Industries of the Fun 
Run saw seven centres around PNG joining in the 
event.

Adding to PNGOC’s fundraising efforts was the 
Prime Minister’s Corporate Golf Challenge held 
in Port Moresby and supported by The National 
newspaper. Twenty-nine teams representing var-
ious organisations came together for the annual 
battle on the greens, with IBS crowned the 2016 
winners.
 
PNGOC’s fundraising efforts this year were to 
support Team PNG’s participation at the Rio 2016 
Olympic Games in Brasil, with funding from Olym-
pic Solidarity through both the World Programmes 
and ONOC Continental Programmes supporting 
the preparation of our athletes to the Games. 
The team of eight athletes under Chef de Mission 
Emma Waiwai’s leadership represented the coun-
try with pride. 

Weightlifter, Morea Baru finished a fantastic 6th in 
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the men’s 62kg division. Baru lifted a total of 290kg, 
a remarkable achievement by the young lifter on his 
first Olympic appearance.

Boxer, Thadius Katua also left a lasting impression 
when he entered the Olympic ring for the first time. 
The 19 year-old fighter came out firing against his 
Russian opponent and despite a controversial deci-
sion going against him, he managed to win the hearts 
of all who watched him.

PNG’s first and only Judo Olympian, Raymond Ovinou 
competed at his second Olympics in Rio. Also on the 
martial arts mat, it was a family affair in Taekwondo 
with the aunt-nephew combination of Samantha and 
Maxemillion Kassman taking on the world’s best in 
their opening bouts in the women’s and men’s divi-
sions respectively.

PNG women’s sprint champion, Toea Wisil blazed the 
Olympic tracks, qualifying on merit for the Games for 
the 100m. The fiery sprinter finished fourth in her 
race with the winner of her race, Elaine Thompson 
going on to claim the Olympic gold.

Wisil’s athletics team mate, 200m runner Theo Pin-
iau, another debutant at the Games described run-
ning in his 200m heat race as “amazing” and has 
vowed to use the experience to develop himself fur-
ther to become a force in his sport.

“I love representing my country and to be able to 
do it four times at the highest level of sporting com-
petition is something very special.” The words of 
Ryan Pini after competing in his fourth Olympics at 
Rio 2016. The champion swimmer was also one of 
24 candidates who contested for the International 
Olympic Committee Athletes Commission elections 
during the Rio Olympics. Ryan is a fantastic ambassa-
dor for PNG and PNGOC congratulates him on all of 
his wonderful achievements.

The PNGOC deeply appreciates the wonderful team-
work and support from our valued partners, mem-
bers and stakeholders, especially those within the 
Olympic Family.

AWARENESS: PNGOC officer, Illaita Gigimat talking to students from Badihagwa Secondary School in Port
Moresby during a session for the Olympic Week programme. PHOTO: A. Molen/PNGOC.
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The Papua New Guinea Athletes Commission is established as committee by 
Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee Inc (PNGOC) as required by the Inter-

national Olympic Committee (IOC).

Athletes Commission Report
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1. The Primary Role of the Athletes Commission

The primary role of the PNGAC is to represent and advocate for the welfare and best interests of all elite 
athletes. Elite athletes are defined as those athletes that comprise the final training squad (and final team) 
of any sport that participates in the Pacific Mini Games, Pacific Games, Commonwealth Youth Games, 
Commonwealth Games, Asian Indoor Martial Arts Games, World Beach Games, Youth Olympic Games and 
Olympic Games.

To this end, the Chair and Deputy Chair of the PNGAC sit on the PNGOC Board as athlete representatives. 
We also have a member of the PNGAC sit on each sub-committee of the PNGOC, including the Justification 
Committee but excluding the Administration Committee.

Examples of what the PNGAC would do in performing its primary function:
1. Represent elite athletes in disciplinary matters with Team PNG;
2. Assist elite athletes to draft appeals and represent athletes in appeals;
3. Advice elite athletes on selection and appeal processes;
4. Assisting NFs with issues relating to elite athletes; and
5. Represent athletes in anti-doping matters.

We are aware that many elite athletes and National Federations are still unaware of the role of the PNGAC 
and how the PNGAC can assist to address elite athlete issues. We have therefore been on a conscious drive 
to lift and enhance the profile of the PNGAC by partnering with other stakeholders and extending our reach 
through organically building additional capacity.

Our primary role gets triggered mostly around Team PNG and we are usually busy with selection and appeal 
matters during Pacific Games.

2. Composition of the Athletes Commission
We are all volunteers and are not remunerated for our time and services. However, we acknowledge that 
we have each put our hand up to sit on the Athletes Commission as leaders in sport and give our time in 
service of our fellow athletes.

Being on the PNGAC also gives members an opportunity to learn how the PNGOC operates and to inde-
pendently communicate information to and from athletes such as selection policies and appeal processes.  
It also is a good training and development opportunity for upcoming leaders to practice advocacy skills, 
learn about meeting processes and procedures and to expand individual networks.

3. 2016 Annual report
3.1 Athlete Fun Day
Usually, we host an Athletes Forum once a year to educate elite athletes on relevant matters such as selec-
tion policies, anti-doping and others. However, this year we decided to use a more interactive approach to 
attract and incentivize athlete participation. Instead of the usual Forum, we chose to have an “Athlete Fun 
Day” and incorporated our messaging into the activities.

The Red Cross also did a blood drive and our elite athletes donated blood.

During the Fun Day, the AC shared important Team PNG information with athletes such as upcoming games 
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and selection policies.  A total of 14 organisations, including the Electoral Commission of PNG and IBS, set 
up booths and were warmly welcomed by the athletes who found visiting the booths very beneficial and 
educational. Other organisations that had booths were The Voice Inc. PNG, Kreativ Kanaka, High Perfor-
mance Sport PNG, Youth Blood Drive, Marie Stopes, UNFPA, UN, IOM, Seifraida under PSI and Sustainable 
Coastlines PNG. Apart from booths, we played sit-down volleyball to promote inclusiveness and had lucky 
draw prizes.

We had shirts for our athletes and lots of gift bags thanks to our numerous supporters. We acknowledge 
and thank the PNGOC for funding the event. We also thank the following supporting sponsors; Theodist, 
Interoil, National Gaming Control Board, Bank South Pacific, BMobile and Seifraida.

3.2 Community Programs
On the back of the 2015 Pacific Games, 2016 was a quiet year for the PNGOC as it did not have any Games 
to send Team PNG to.  This was a welcome respite as the Athletes Commission was fully engaged in the 
lead up to and during the 2015 Pacific Games.
It was also an opportune time to reposition the PNGAC as a mechanism through which PNGOC conducts its 
community programs.

i. Olympic Values Education Program
• School Visits - Awareness conducted at schools during the Olympic Week
• Sports (Basketball) - Training was conducted at the PNGOC Boardroom for basketball players. The ath-

letes were trained on the three Olympic Values Excellence, Friendship and Respect.

PNG Athletes Commission members.
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• Sport (Golf) - Awareness was also conducted at POM Golf club for school kids. Chris Amini also shared 
his experience with the kids.

• Basketball Clinics - Clinics held in Port Moresby, Alotau and Hela
 □  AC members, elite athletes lead by AC Chairperson, Karo Lelai conducted the basketball   

   clinics at 3 different location in 2016.
 □  Children from different age groups participated during the clinic, The athletes shared their  

   experience and motivated the participants during those sessions

• Manus Trip 2016 - 19th December 2016 - January 2017
Linda Pulsan and Milton Kisapai, both Team PNG Hero and members of the PNGAC conducted awareness in 
Manus Province during the festive period coinciding with sporting events.

Both did awareness on

• Sport and Environment - Love Your Coast
• Olympic Values Education Program - OVEP

Both shared their experiences with different age groups.
Positive feedback from regional managers, willing to assist in the future if we plan to roll out programs in 
other provinces.

We would like to acknowledge ExxonMobil PNG Limited for funding OVEP through the PNGOC.

ii. Sport & Environment Program (Love Your Coast)
AC were actively involved in several Love Your Coast programs throughout the year. They were actively in-
volved in the awareness stage right up to the clean-ups. Highlighted below are several programs AC mem-
bers were involved in:
• World Vision (Hanuabada WASH Project)

The inaugural AC Fun Day was a great success.
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• World Environment Day – booth at The Nature Park celebrations
• US Embassy Clean-up Campaign
• Lealea clean-up
• Kimbe – Karl Hesse Primary School and Gigo Primary School
• Kaparoko Clean-up.

iii. Voices of Athletes
Following on from the first trail of the Voices of the Athletes tent during the 2012 PNG Games in Kokopo, 
we have identified means of improvement. This included sending an advance team to Kimbe to conduct 
scoping activities and commence dialogue with targeted schools, in particular, and the Local Organizing 
Committee.  AC Members, Nellie Tetaga, Milton Kisapai and Chris Amini conducted several Athlete Voices 
sessions with Team West New Britain and various schools whilst on the scoping trip, which was very suc-
cessful.  We thank the West New Britain Provincial Government and the Local organizating committee for 
their support.  There was overwhelming support for our Voices of the Athletes Program and a full range of 
activities is planned to ensure that we maximize on the opportunity.

3. International Seminars
• PGC and ONOC General Assembly - Chairperson 

of PNG AC, Karo Lelai, attended as PNGOC 2nd 
delegate, with President, Sir John Dawanincura as 
first delegate. V/Chair, Ryan Pini also attended as 
member of PGC Board and ONOC AC in May. This is 
good training and development for our AC mem-
bers.

• Ryan and Karo also assisted ONOC AC Chair, Barba-
ra Kendall running the E4L session with 17 Vanuatu 
athletes and young coaches also in May.

• International Youth exchange program 2016 - Mil-
ton Kisapai attended the exchange program in Japan.

• Lowy Institute – Emerging Leaders Dialogue – Chair, Karo suggested that AC members apply for this and 
we were most pleased when Chris Amini was accepted to attend the week long dialogue in Brisbane, 
Australia. 

3.4 AC Members and Athletes Education 
• Executive Masters in Sports Organisation Management - MEMOS

 □ Chairperson, Karo Lelai currently doing the MEMOS. Through this program, she hopes to draft a 
model constitution for National Federations that complies with PNGOC, IOC and WADA require-
ments, but is user friendly and practical and relevant to Papua New Guinea.

• OSEP
 □ Chris Amini did Management in Sports Organisation - MISO 

• IBS Scholarship
 □ 4 Elite Athletes joined this institute in 2016 under the scholarship program, 3 got employed after 

completing the course.

• Team PNG HERO Program
 □ Karo Lelai, Milton Kisapai, Nellie Tetaga, Linda Pulsan and Lua Rikis all took part in the inaugural 

program. Ryan Pini was a facilitator for this program.
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3.5 Other Activities 
Vice Chairman, Ryan Pini for the fourth time attended the Olympic Games in Rio.  We were successful in 
nominating Ryan for a position on the IOC Athletes Commission, however, swinging votes our way was 
always going to be a difficult challenge. The key takeaway from this is that we were able to get a candidate 
approved for the elections.

NATIONAL SPORTS CONFERENCE
Chris Amini and Milton Kisapai led an AC team that developed a presentation on the topic of “Why Govern-
ment Should Support Elite Athletes”. Chris and Milton presented the paper on behalf of the PNGAC and it 
included our recommendations on Government supporting elite athletes.

DISTRIBUTION OF BLANKETS AND BEDSHEETS  
We had surplus blankets and bedsheets left over from the 2015 Pacific Games. The Port Moresby General 
Hospital served as the emergency referral hospital for the Pacific Games and, with PNGOC’s support, it was 
agreed that donating the surplus was a fitting gesture to recognize the wonderful work the hospital played 
during the Games and continues to play for the nation.  The presentation was made by Linda Pulsan and 
Francis Kompaon.

PNG YOUNG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
In order to expand our web of influence, the Chair encouraged AC members to attend a PNG Young Cham-
ber of Commerce networking event. AC members Chris Amini and Milton Kisapai attended with other ath-
letes and Chris gave a speech on behalf of the Athletes Commission. It is hoped that such networking will 
assist our athletes to build confidence and also promote Team PNG within the private sector.

OLYMPIC WEEK  
Olympic Week happened in June 2016 with AC members, Milton Kisapai, Chris Amini and Linda Pulsan par-
ticipating in the school visits, community visit programs and the sports demonstrations.  They shared their 
experience with different age groups.  Olympian and Commonwealth Games Gold medalist, Dika Toua (and 
former AC member) also participated in the community visit to Vabukori village and the sports demonstra-
tions.

Chris Amini and Milton Kisapai presenting at the 
National Sports Conference.
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INTERNATIONAL SPORTS DAY AND WORLD HEALTH DAY
Papua New Guinea Olympic Committee in partnership with the NRL and Cricket PNG commemorated the 
International World Sports for Development and Peace Day as well as the World Health Day on the 7th 
of April with students from the Tokarara Primary School in Port Moresby. Athletes Commission members, 
Linda Pulsan and Chris Amini participated and join in the activities and also urged the students to be disci-
plined and work hard in schools.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 2016
Athletes Commission through PNG Olympic Committee also took part during the International Youth Day. 
Chair, Karo led the team including AC Members Chris Amini and Linda Pulsan and did awareness on Olympic 
Values, Love Your Coast and also role of Athletes Commission.

Chris Amini was also interviewed by NBC and he gave some background on the role of PNGAC.

4. Moving Forward
PNGOC’s Vision statement is to Inspire and Unite Papua New Guineans through Sporting Excellence and 
Success.  This cascades down to the PNGAC and we have set ourselves a goal to be the leading Athletes 
Commission in Oceania. We want to differentiate ourselves from other regional Commissions by building 
and promoting each of our AC members and expanding our network and competencies through the HERO 
program, inorder to achieve greater success.  This goal will guide our activities moving forward.

Our Deputy Chair, Ryan Pini MBE, also sits on the Athletes Commission of the Oceania National Olympic 
Committee’s and is the athlete representative for all Pacific athletes on the Pacific Games Council. We are 
investigating whether there are any other ways in which PNGAC can further benefit from this link to ONOC.

For 2017, we aim to keep proper records of our interactions with elite athletes, consistent with our primary 

OVEP on Manus island.
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role. We expect also that we will have more to do, particularly with the PNG Games in November in Kimbe, 
West New Britain Province where we will run the community programs and also Voices of the Athletes.

There is also the Pacific Mini Games planned for the end of November-December, 2017 in Vanuatu and we 
anticipate that we will send a large team in the lead-up to the Pacific Games in 2019. Prior to the Pacific 
Mini Games, PNGOC will send very small teams to the Asian Indoor Martial Arts Games and the Common-
wealth Youth Games. For each of these events, we will try to ensure that athletes are given a brief on se-
lection policies and appeal procedures at an appropriate time. We are aware of situations from the Pacific 
Games when selections were done so late that there was no time for appeals and are working with the 
PNGOC through the Justification Committee, to ensure that timelines for elections are strictly adhered to 
and thereby protect the rights of athletes to a fair appeal process, consistent with the principles of natural 
justice.

As Chair, it is personally pleasing for me to see that we are building capacity and sharing opportunities for 
exposure amongst all members of the PNGAC, rather than only the Chair and the Deputy monopolizing all 
of these opportunities.  In doing so, we are putting in place a succession plan that will ensure that those 
leaders who continue past 2019 are already fully engaged with the PNGAC’s roles and activities and can 
continue the momentum, whilst new members go through the onboarding process. This approach also 
means that no one member is placed under pressure to carry the obligation of the PNGAC as we are able to 
share responsibilities, particularly for our leaders who have full time jobs.

We are very proud of our elite athletes and the PNGAC stands ready to continue to advocate and represent 
our elite athletes in the days to come.

Lastly, all of what we have accomplished in 2016 would not have been possible without the commitment of 
our members and the immense support that we get from the PNGOC and our sponsors, particularly Exxon-
Mobil PNG Limited. And throughout this all, some of our members have to balance their PNGAC duties with 
their training, family commitments and their jobs.  Having great partners and a committed team makes for 
a successful operating model and we are super proud of the PNGAC.

We look forward to 2017 with anticipation.

Karo Lelai
Chairperson
PNG Athletes Commission
2015-2019
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PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES

Olympic Values Educational Program

Love Your Coast

Team PNG HERO

Olympic Day

Oceania Sports Education Program



Canoeing

Basketball

Netball

Touch Football

Weightlifting

Karate

Hockey

Powerlifting

3

3

3

2

1

1

1

1

15 athletes graduated from the first 
Team PNG HERO Program in 2016 
from various sports.

2016 ANNUAL REPORT PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.

Love Your Coast activities

Sport Represented Athletes

Clean Up with World Vision Hanuabada – 900 participants.

Clean Up at Ela Beach - 50 participants.

Clean Up at Douglas Street (Down town) - 30 participants.

Clean Up at Lealea village - 50 participants.

Clean Up at Kaparoko village - 300 participants.

Clean Up at Telikom/ PNGOC yard - 21 participants.

Clean Up at Whal Island (Manus) - 30 participants.

Athletes  from Touch Football, Weightlifting and Canoeing were part of this 
activity.

Sports representatives that participated were from Cricket, Powerlifting, Karate 
and PSP Partner Sports; AFL, Volleyball and NRL PNG.

Athletes from Bodybuilding, Powerlifting, Cricket, Touch Football and Karate 
joined staff from US Embassy for this activity.

50 Exxon Mobil and PNGOC staff with athletes from Touch Football, Karate, 
Weightlifting and Powerlifting were part of this activity.

Athletes from Cricket, Hockey and Canoeing also took part in this clean up pro-
gramme along with others.

17 PNGOC staff and four Kramer Ausceno cleaned up around the yard.

Whal Island is part of the group of islands in M’buke, Manus province where 
about 30 people took part in a beach clean-up there. 

Presentations on Love Your Coast were made in Kimbe, 
West New Britain and in N’dranou village and M’buke 
Island in Manus.

Kimbe Presentation::
- 300 students in 2 schools,
- 40 teachers in Kimbe
- 20 Team Mangers preparing for PNG Games

N’dranou village  Presentation::
– 60 people attended

M’buke Island Presentation::
- 200 people attended 

PRESENTATIONS

* With the involvement of Team PNG athletes through the HERO programme, 
more places around the country will be able to get presentations on the Love 
Your Coast and other programmes from the PNGOC.

The Team PNG HERO Programme is the 
PNG Olympic Committee’s athlete ambas-
sador programme. The term ‘HERO’ reflects 
PNGOC’s core values of Honesty, Excel-
lence, Respect and Openness.

PNGOC sees our Team PNG athletes as role 
models, having the potential to influence 
positive change in society and represent 
the positive values associated with sport. 
We also recognize the importance of em-
powering our athletes with the necessary 
skills and knowledge to allow them to be-
come a HERO.

The initial training focuses on various as-
pects related to the Olympic and sporting 
movements, life skills development focus-
ing on key areas of impact on the athletes’ 
sporting and professional development, 
various issues facing sport and social and 
development issues related to sports for 
development.
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Olympic Values Education Programme (OVEP)

The Papua New Guinea Olympic Com-
mittee (PNGOC) ‘Olympic Values 
Education Program (OVEP) aims to 
promote the role of sports in society, 
increase understanding on Olympism 
and Olympic Values of Respect, Friend-
ship and Excellence.

Through its Athletes Commission, the 
launching of the OVEP occurred in 
late 2015, with a series of school and 
community visits. The program sees 
athletes visit schools and communities 
throughout the country to conduct ed-
ucational presentations, fun interactive 
sports sessions and cleanup activities.

The OVEP will also include the Love 
Your Coast PNG program which uses 
sporting heroes as role models to pro-
mote and advocate proper waste man-
agement practices such as reducing 
litter in public areas and understanding 
the impact of plastic products in the 
marine and coastal environment and 

human health.

The program also has available to en-
hance education sessions the use of an 
‘education station’ – a purpose-built 
portable educational unit in the form 
of a modified 20-foot shipping contain-
er. The container has multiples uses as 
a museum-style display, event base, 
portable classroom. Outdoor movie 
screening unit, mobile billboard display 
and workshop facility.

Team PNG athletes have been trained 
to deliver the sessions to school chil-
dren and as such OVEP provides the 
athletes with a unique opportunity to 
develop new skills, become further en-
gaged in PNGOC’s education programs, 
and increase the profile of their sport in 
the community.

PNGOC is grateful to Exxon Mobil for 
their support to Education and the 
Olympic Values.

Below are the IOC’s definitions 
of Excellence, Friendship and Re-
spect, which are at the heart of 
our messaging for this program.

EXCELLENCE
‘Striving for Excellence’

FRIENDSHIP
‘Celebrating Friendship’

RESPECT
‘Demonstrating Respect’

Doing the best we can, on the field of play or 
in our professional life. The important thing 
is not wining, but taking part, making prog-
ress and enjoying the healthy combination of 
body, mind and will.

This value is at the heart of the Olymic 
Movement. It encourages us to see sport 
as an instrument for mutual understanding 
between individuals, and between people 
all over the world.

This value includes respect for yourself and 
your body, for other people, for rules and 
regulations, for sport and for the environ-
ment.

46



PAPUA NEW GUINEA OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INC.2016 ANNUAL REPORT

2016 OVEP in pictures
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2016 Oceania Sport & Education Programme (OSEP) courses

OSEP Training Courses in 2016

12

15

17

35

16

29

Master Educators
Educators

Sport in Community Administration
Community Coaching and Officiating

Managing Olympic Sporting Organisation 
Presenter & Assesor
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Team PNG 2016

2016 was the year of the Olympic Games and Team PNG attended the 
XXXI Olympiad in Rio de Janeiro. The Games ran from August 5 to 21 
with Team PNG athletes participating in five sports

Results of Team PNG athletes from the Rio Olympics
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Thank You To Our 2016 Corporate Partners



www.pngolympic.org

Telikom Depot, 4 Mile, Port Moresby
PO Box 467, Boroko, NCD

TEL: (675) 323 0114/ 325 1449/ 325 1411
FAX: (675) 325 1851


